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Meridor  departure 


By  ftBCHAL  YUPELMAH 

The  Likud's  central  committee 
is  to  convene  on  Sunday  to  set 
the  date  for  the  election  of  a 
leader  and  Knesset  candidates, 
araid  a  feeling  of  an  “earth¬ 
quake"  in  the  parry. 

•  MX  Dan  Meridor "s  announce¬ 
ment  yesterday  that  he  was  quit- 
^ig  the  Likud  and  contending 
for  prime  minister  at  the  head  of 


:  /  : 


HOUS 


*K'  JffL  ^  <£ 

Ila  to. 

•joints 

dear 


a  new  party  sent  shock  waves 
through  the  Ukud. 

Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehud  Olmert 
said  the  Likud  had  received  a 
“fatal  blow"  and  was  “in  one  of 
its  most  difficult  hours." 


Return  of  the  prince,  Page  2 
Sections  committee  asks 
for  100  days,  Rage  3 


Others  in  the  party  said  that 
Meridor’s  move,  which  followed 
MK.  Ze’ev  Binyamin  Begin's 
decision  to  quit,  meant  the  party 
was  /ailing  apart 
'Meridor  '  and  Begin  -  were 
among -the  .  Likud’s  “princes," 
second  generation  to  the  move¬ 
ment’s  founding  fathers  and 
flesh  of  its  flesh. 

They  were  the  last  in  a  line  of 
MKs  and  ministers  who  have 
despaired  of  Netanyahu  and  quit 
the  Likud  over  the  past  wo  and 
half  years,  including  David 
Levy,  David  Magen  and  Ronni 
Milo. 

In  unprecedentedly  harsh 
words,  the  usually  soft  spoken 
.Meridor  blasted  Netanyahu  for 
^corrupting  the  moral  norms  in 
I  Israel  and  said  today’s  leadership 
is  unworthy  of  leading  the  nation 
'  and  brings  it  shame. 

“Cynicism  and  manipulation 
have  taken  over  our  public  life. 


Dan  Meridor  announces  lie  will  form  a  new;  party  and  run  for 
prime  minister  in.the  next  elections  In  a  press  coijfertnoEintTcl 
Aviv  yesterday.  “  (Reiners)1 


accompanied  by  an  unexplained 
smugness,"  Meridor  said.  “Lies 
have  turned  into  a  part  of  our 
life.  Breaking  promises  is  the 
norm.  The  rule  of  law  has 
become  a  target  of  contempt  and 
slander." 

Meridor  served  as  cabinet  sec¬ 
retary  in  Menachem  Begin's 
government,  justice  minister  in 
Yitzhak  Shamir's  cabinet  and 
finance  minister  in  Netanyahu's 
cabinet  until  he  resigned  a  year 
and  a  half  ago. 

Explaining  why  he  doesn't 
contend  for  leadership  within  the 


Likud,  Meridor  said  “i  haven’t 
left  until  now,  because  I  wanted 
to  fight  within  the  party.  But 
none  of  ray  colleagues  would 
join  me.  The  situation  was  that  a 
man  who  came  to  Israel  10  years 
ago  [Netanyahu)  took  over  the 
party  -  albeit  democratically  - 
and  is  preventing  the  possibility 
.of  replacing  him.  I've  reached 
the  conclusion  that  there  is  no 
chance  to  replace  Netanyahu  in 
the  Likud.  But  the  state  must 
replace  Netanyahu.” 


See  UKUD,  Page  2 


Meridor’s  exit 


For  many  years,  people  asked 
what  someone  like  Dan  Meridor 
was  doing  in  the  Likud  Party. 
Yesterday,  Meridor  finally 
acknowledged  that  he  has  no  good 
answer,  so  he  left. 

Neither  the  question  nor  the 
answer  is  about  policy  differences 
-  Meridor  had  no  trouble  living 
with  Menachem  Begin's  dead-end 
in  Lebanon,  Yitzhak  Shamir's  do- 
nothing  term  of  office,  or  even 
Binyamin  Netanyahu’s  direction¬ 
less  platform  in  1996. 

Instead,  it  is  about  political  cul¬ 
ture.  As  a  scion  of  one  of  the 
fabled  “fighting  families," 
Meridor  has  as  fire  a  revisionist 
pedigree  as  one  could  imagine, 
and  bis  views  are  still  not  that  far 
removed  from  classic  revisionist 
doctrine. 

His  problem  is  that  he  is  polite, 
soft-spoken,  tolerant  of  others, 
and  convinced  that  the  word 


ANALYSIS 


“integrity”  still  means  something, 
all  traits  that  alienated  him  from 
the  cynicism,  demagogy,  thuggery 
and  conrempt  for  the  rule  of  law 
that  have  increasingly  character¬ 
ized  the  party  since  it  was  taken 
over  by  Netanyahu  and  his  hench¬ 
men  after  1992. 

Mender's  decision,  along  with 
the  defections  or  anticipated  chal¬ 
lenges  by  several  other  Likud 
ministers,  is  being  interpreted  as  a 
symptom  of  the  overall  fragmen¬ 
tation  of  the  political  system,  the 
result  of  broad  social  trends  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  effects  of  the  ersatz 
electoral  reform  permitting  direct 
election  of  the  prime  minister. 

There  is,  no  doubt,  some  truth  to 


this  argument,  and  if  the  tendency 
toward  larger  and  larger  numbers 
of  smaller  and  smaller  parties  con¬ 
tinues,  the  political  system  will 
almost  certainly  face  the  kind  of 
paralysis  that  puts  democracy 
itself  at  risk.  Without  real  electoral 
reform,  Israel  will  soon  look  like 
France  under  the  Fourth  Republic 
or  Russia  today. 

But  even  if  the  structural  factor 
is  taken  into  account,  there 
remains  the  specific  contribution 
of  Netanyahu  himself.  The  man 
who  is  credited  with  rehabilitating 
the  Likud  after  its  defeat  in  1992 
has  managed  to  alienate  virtually 
all  his  other  former  patrons,  col¬ 
leagues  and  associates,  not 
because  of  policy  differences,  but 
because  of  the  same  character 
defects  that  drove  Meridor  (and 
Shamir  and  David  Levy)  away. 

See  ANALYSIS,  Ps^fi  2 


Ministry  recommends  age  limits  for  IVF 


By  JUPYSfisGB. 

Infertile  women  over  45  would 
not  be  able  to  undergo  in-vitro 
fertilization'  of  their  own  ova; 
women  over  51  would  not  be 
given  ova  donations;  . and  those  of 
all  ages  would  be  sent  for  a  sec¬ 
ond  medical  opinion  after  two 
unsuccessful  courses  of  IVF  on 
whether  further  treatments  have  a 
chance  of  being  successful.  These 
are  the  recommendations  of  tire 
four  gynecologist  members  of  a 
JO-physrician  panel  appointed  by 
^  Health  Ministry  to  set  profes- 
criteria  for  TVF  in  Israel. 

•  Prpf.-  Joseph  Schenker.  outgo¬ 


ing  president  of  the  Israel  Society 
for  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology, 
said  at  an  unpublicized  meeting 
of  the  Knesset  Committee  on  the 
Status  of  Women  on  Monday  that 
the  gynecologists'  recommenda¬ 
tions  are  likely  to  be  approved  by 
the  full  committee  {which  con¬ 
venes  on  Sunday)  and  then  by 
Health  Minister  Yeboshua  Matza. 

During  the  past  year,  all  the 
health  funds  -  especially  Maccabi 
-  have  limited  the  number  of 
infertile,  women  for  whom  they 
were  willing  to  provide  IVF  due 
to  their  growing  deficits  and  the 
increased”  costs  of  the  treatment, 
which  runs  into  tens  of  thousands 
of  shekels  per  cycle.  This,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  basket  of  health 
services  includes  IVF  treatment 
to  produce  their  first  two  chil¬ 
dren. 

Matza  said  recently  that  in  prin¬ 
ciple  the  health  funds  wouldn’t  be 
allowed  to  refuse  to  meet  this 


obligation  to  their  members,  but 
he  established  the  special  com¬ 
mittee  to  set  down  “medical  prin¬ 
ciples"  for  the  treatment,  which 
will,  in  effect,  limit  the  extent  of 
care  among  infertile  couples. 

Schenker  said  that  currently, 
some  14,000  treatment  cycles  are 
performed  each  year  on  2,000  to 
3,000  women.  The  number  of 
per-capita  cycles  is  10  times  as 
much  here  as  in  the  US.  while 
Israel  has  four  times  as  many  IVF 
centers  per  population  than  in  that 
country.  .  . 

The  proposed  regulations  will 
reduce  the  number  of  cycles 
“immediately  by  about  20%,"  he 
suggested.  “It  will  provide  more 
supervision  and  make  IVF  much 
more  efficient,  because  money 
for  treatments  given  to  women 
with  no  chance  of  success  will  be 
diverted  to  women  with  more 
hope  of  conceiving  and  giving 
birth." 


8  Lebanese  civilians 
killed  in  IAF  raid 


Northern 
residents 
spend  night 
in  shelters 

By  DAVID  RUDGE 


Residents  of  northern  border 
towns  and  villages  were  instructed 
to  stay  in  bomb  shelters  last  night 
in  expectation  of  Hizbullah 
Katyusha  rocket  attacks  in  retalia¬ 
tion  for  the  accidental  killing  of 
six  Lebanese  children,  their  moth¬ 
er  and  another  adult  in  an  IAF  raid 
yesterday. 

The  40-year-old  woman  and  six 
of  her  children,  aged  between  one 
and  16,  were  among  the  fatalities 
of  the  air  strike,  for  which  the  IDF 
expressed  sincere  regrets. 

The  woman's  husband. 
Mohammed  Osman  Ayoub.  and 
one  of  their  sons  reportedly  were 
badly  injured  when  a  bomb 
dropped  by  an  IAF  warpiane 
struck  their  farmhouse  near  Janta 
village  in  the  Syrian-controlled  • 
•  ^part  of  Lebanon’s  Bekaa  Valley.  - 
Another  person  was  reported  to 
have  been  killed  and  two  more 
wounded  in  the  air  raid,  which  was 
supposed  to  have  targeted 
Hizbullah's  Voice  of  the 
Oppressed  radio  station  and  one  of 
the  organization's  training  bases. 

It  was  not  immediately  clear 
whether  the  other  person  killed 
and  the  two  others  wounded  were 
civilians  or  Hizbullah  activists. 

Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Mordechai  said  last  night  that 
Israel  bad  relayed  messages, 
through  “appropriate  channels"  to 
Syria  and  Lebanon  to  express 
regrets. 

“We  certainly  do  not  have  any 
intention  to  hit  civilians." 
Mordechai  said  in  an  interview  on 
Channel  2  last  night 
“At  the  same  time.  I  warn 
Hizbullah  and  all  those  behind  it 
not  to  disrupt  life  in  the  North 
because  we  will  take  all  necessary 
measures,"  he  added. 

Hizbullah  made  clear  in  state¬ 
ments  issued  on  its  Manor  televi¬ 
sion  station  that  it  would  avenge 
what  it  described  as  the  “mas¬ 
sacre"  of  innocent  civilians  -  the 
only  questions  were  when  and 
how. 

The  station  broadcast  pictures  of 
the  victims,  particularly  the  bodies 
of  the  mother  and  her  children, 
and  showed  the  wounded  being 
treated  and  taken  to  the  hospital. 

“Israel  will  pay  dearly  for  its 
crimes.  The  Zionist  enemy  has 
again  perpetrated  another  horren- 
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Two  girls  from  Kiryat  Shmona,  and  their  dolls,  prepare  to  spend  the  night  in  a  bomb  shelter  yes¬ 
terday  evening.  tAvihu  Shapira/Lsrael  Sun) 


dous  massacre  joining  with  others 
already  committed  like  the  one  at 
Kafr  Kana,"  Hizbullah  said  in  an 
official  statement. 

Hizbullah  called  on  the 
Lebanese  government  to  press  for 
an  urgent  meeting  of  the  UN 
Security  Council  to  denounce 
Israel  for  the  attack  which  it 
described  as  a  "blatant  breach  of 
the  [Grapes  of  Wrath]  understand¬ 
ings." 

Lebanese  analysis  said  it  was 
possible  that  the  organization 
would  wait  a  while  to  draw  maxi¬ 
mum  publicity  and  propaganda 
from  the  deaths  of  the  civilians 
before  launching  its  revenge 
anacks. 

Another  Lebanese  television  sta¬ 
tion  quoted  a  source  from  the 
Islamic  Resistance.  Hizbullah's 
fighting  arm,  as  saying  that  the 


organization  “reserved  the  right  to 
retaliate  at  the  appropriate  time 
and  place." 

The  IDF  instructed  public 
bomb  shelters  in  Kiryat  Shmona, 
Nahariya  and  other  towns  and 
villages  along  the  northern  bor¬ 
der  to  be  opened  and  for  resi¬ 
dents  to  go  into  them.  OC 
Northern  Command  Maj.-Gen. 
Gabi  Ashkenazi  was  in  close  con¬ 
tact  with  council  heads  through¬ 
out  the  -“confrontation  line" 
region  and  appraised  them  of  ihe 
situation  and  Hizbullah's  likely 
reaction. 

Kiryat  Shmona  residents  took 
blankets,  food  and  drinks  down 
with  them  into  the  shelters,  as  well 
as  games  to  keep  their  children 
occupied  until  they  fell  asleep. 

There  were  reports  that  some 
families  decided  to  head  South 


and  spend  the  night  and  perhaps 
subsequent  ones  at  the  homes  of 
friends  and  relatives  outside  the 
range  of  Hizbullah's  Katyusha 
rockets. 

The  tension  along  the  northern 
border  followed  what  the  IDF 
Spokesman  described  as  a  break¬ 
down  during  the  air  strike  on 
Hizbullah  targets. 

The  attack  itself  occurred  in  the 
afternoon  near  Janta  village,  south 
of  Ba'albek,  deep  in  the  northern 
part  of  Lebanon’s  Bekaa  Valley 
which  is  controlled  by  Syrian 
army  troops. 

The  IDF  Spokesman  issued  a 
statement  expressing  regrets  over 
the  loss  of  Life  and  stressing  that 
the  civilian  casualties  had  been 
unintentional. 

See  LEBANESE,  Page  2 


Palestinians  expect  surge  in  street  protests 


By  BEH  LYMFHSLD 

Palestinian  leaders  yesterday 
painted  a  bleak  picture  of  politi¬ 
cal  stalemate  and  violent  con¬ 
frontations  during  the  run-up  to 
elections. 

In  the  corridors  of  the 
Palestinian  Legislative  Council, 
which  met  yesterday  in 
Ra  mall  ah,  there  was  general  con¬ 
cern  that  the  campaign  will  bring 
a  further  expansion  of  settle¬ 
ments,  unchallenged  by  the  inter¬ 
national  community,  while  at  the 
same  time  the  Wye  agreement 
withers. 

“The  elections  will  be  used  by 
the  Israelis  as  an  excuse  to  avoid 
fulfilling  their  agreements said 
Dalai  Salameh,  a  Fatah  represen¬ 
tative  from  Baiata  refugee  camp, 
near  Nablus. 

“If  anything  is  asked  of  tbe 
Israelis  during  this  period,  they 
will  say  we  can't  do  anything 
because  we  are  waiting  for  the 
new  government,"  added  Musa 
Zaabout,  a  Hamas  supporter  from 
Gaza  City. 

The  only  consolation,  for  some 
legislators,  is  that  Labor  might 
win.  That  development,  they 
believe,  could  resuscitate  the 


peace  process.  But  not  before 
things  get  worse. 

Marwan  Baighouti,  the  secre¬ 
tary-general  of  Yasser  Arafat’s 
Fatah  movement  in  the  West 
Bank,  said  the  stalemate  expect¬ 
ed  during  the  campaign  increases 
the  chances  of  a  surge  in  street 
protests. 

“During  the  next  weeks  there 
are  still  many  reasons  [for 
protests],  and  the  decision  by 
Netanyahu  on  elections  will  push 
things  to  a  further  deterioration 
because  there  is  no  hope,”  said 
Barghouti,  who  represents  the 
Ramallah  district  in  the  legisla¬ 
tive  council. 

From  discussions  with 
Barghouti  and  other  legislators 
four  key  factors  -  that  predate  the 
calling  of  elections  -  emerge  as 


triggers  for  unrest:  the  expansion 
of  settlements,  confiscation  of 
land  for  bypass  roads,  the  non¬ 
release  of  political  prisoners 
despite  the  hopes  of  the 
Palestinian  public,  and  a 
depressed  economy. 

“We  are  clearly  against  terrorist 
attacks  in  Israel  and  I  think  we 
have  succeeded  in  stopping 
them,"  said  Barghouti.  “But  in 
the  occupied  territories  we  have 
the  right  to  resist  the  settlements 
and  the  Israeli  policy  in  general." 

Asked  whether  this  meant  more 
street  protests.  Barghouti 
responded:  “Of  course,  we  have 
to  do  our  job." 

Unsurprisingly,  most  legisla¬ 
tors  are  hoping  for  a  victory  by 
Ehud  Barak  and  the  Labor  Party. 

“Definitely  a  Labor  govern¬ 


ment  would  be  less  evil,”  said 
Salah  Tamari,  a  legislator  from 
the  Bethlehem  district.  “They 
declare  their  commitment  to  the 
peace  process  and  the  Wye  agree¬ 
ment,  they  are  not  against  the 
creation  of  a  Palestinian  state  and 
they  have  declared  a  freeze  on 
settlements,"  he  said. 

Hossam  Khader.  a  legislator 
from  the  Baiata  refugee  camp, 
took  a  different  view.  “Even  if 
the  Labor  Party  wins,  they  will 
add  nothing  to  the  peace 
process,”  he  said.  In  Khader's 
view,  there  is  a  danger  that 
Hamas  will  try  to  disrupt  the 
campaign,  as  it  did  in  1996,  by 
attempting  to  bomb  Israeli  tar¬ 
gets.  “I  am  afraid  Hamas  will 
appear  again  on  the  political 
stage,"  he  said. 
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Weizman  fears  for  peace  process 


President  Ezer  Weizman  yesterday  expressed  misgivings  over 
reports  that  the  peace  process  would  be  frozen  because  of  the 
upcoming  elections.  “1  hope  the  elections  will  not  have  [such]  an 
effect,”  be  said.  ‘There  is  no  connection  between  the  election 
process  and  the  peace  process.”  But  Weizman  told  reporters  he  had 
no  intention  of  trying  to  influence  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  on  this  score.  T  tried  so  many  times  over  the  past  two- 
and-a-balf  years  to  give  him  advice.  Thereto  point  in  my  doing  so 
now,”  he  said.  Batsheva  Tsur 


Sharon  says  Palestinians  want  1947  borders 

Foreign  Minister  Ariel  Sharon  added  his  voice  yesterday  to  those 
calling  for  the  creation  of  a  national  unity  government  “If  we  do  not 
go  ahead  together  at  these  critical  moments,  we  will  all  be  losers.” 
said  Sharon,  speaking  at  the  dedication  ceremony  for  the  Kesem 
interchange.  Sharon  warned  against  being  pulled  into  an  energy-con¬ 
suming  election  campaign  when  many  “more  important”  matters 
remained  unresolved.  “They  [the  Palestinians]  are  demanding  that 
we  return  to  UN  resolution  18 1  (  the  1947  UN  partition  of  Palestine) 
which  means  that  even  this  junction  would  be  in  their  hands,”  said 
Sharon.  Darina  Harman 


Mordechai  says  he  win  announce  his  plans  soon 

Defense  Minister  Yitzhak  Mordechai  told  reporters  yesterday  that 
he  planned  to  make  a  public  announcement  about  his  future  after  the 
situation  becomes  clearer.  “1  will  decide  what  steps  to  take  and 
announce  them  clearly,”  he  said  after  visiting  Central  Command 
headquarters.  Relating  to  the  escalation  of  violence  in  Judea  and 
Samaria,  Mordechai  said  he  plans  to  meet  with  Palestinian  officials 
to  reassure  them  that  “the  current  period  we  are  going  through  will 
not  damage  the  possibility  of  peace.”  A forgot  Dudkevitch 


Begin  to  quit  Likud 


New  interchange 


Prime  Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  looks  towards  Foreign  Minister  Ariel  Sharon  after  cat¬ 
ting  a  ribbon  to  open  the  Kesem  interchange  east  of  Tel  Aviv  yesterday. _ <api 
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moved  left 


By  UAT  CQU.BIS 


Dan  Meridor  may  have  grown  up 
in  the  Herat  but  the  Likud  made 
very  clear  yesterday  that  it  no 
longer  wants  him  -  even  as  a  prodi¬ 
gal  son.  Only  a  few  MKs  openly 
called  on  him  “to  come  home”  and 
that  seemed  to  be  lip  service. 

Likud  spokeswoman  Romt 
Eckstein  issued  a  statement  say¬ 
ing,  “Personal  resentment  and  sab¬ 
otage  of  the  Likud  and  its  elected 
leader  are  what  guides  Dan 
Meridor ’s  moves.-  Dan  Meridor 
went  over  to  the  Left  a  long  time 
ago  and. his  contacts  with  leftist 
parties  is  evidence  of  this.” 

Likud  whip  Meir  Sheetrit  said  the 
hand  of  Likud  voters  will  tremble  if 
they  tiy  to  insert  a  slip  other  than 
the  Likud’s  into  the  ballot  box.  He 
ridiculed  the  expectations  of 
Meridor  and  Ronni  Milo  that  they 
will  speak  to.the  hearts  of  residents 
of  development  towns. 

Sheetrit  also  said  Uzi  Landau 
and  Limor  Livnat  have  no  chance 
of  beating  the  prime  minister  with¬ 
in  the  party.  He  accused  some  of 
the  Likud  members  of  bringing 
about  early  elections  and  cansing 
divisions  within  the  party,  bat  he 
said  those  who  remain  will  be 
united. 

Tourism  Minister  Moshe  Katsav 


said  he  was  “frightened; -hurt  and 
frustrated”  by  what,  was  loppcning 
in  the  Likud. 

MK  Doron  Shmueli  said, 
“Meridor  has  shown  Ins  true  face. 
He  is  acting  out  of  blind  hatred 
against  the  prime  minister... 
Meridor  is  now  establishing  a  party 
of  refugees.” 

MK  Ruby  Rivlin,  a  longtime 
friend  of  Meridor,  said.  “Today,  tinj 
Likud  is  breaking  up  and  I  can  only 
ary  about  that" 

Moshe  Arens,  who  was 
Netanyahu's  first  political  mentor, 
said,  “I  think  Meridor  made  a  very 
bad  mistake  in  leaving  the  Likud, 
and  I  hope  he  comes  back,  but  he 
left  as  a  direct  result  of  the  way  he 
was  treated  by  Netanyahu."  Arens, 
a  senior  Likud  figure  -until  his 
retirement  from  politics  .after  the 
J992  elections,  said  Netanyahu’s 
handling  of  Meridor  was  one  of 
the  “major  mistakes”  of  his 
abortive  term  as  prime  minister. 

“Instead  of  closing  tanks  in  the 
party,  Netanyahu  Jacked  one  of  the 
leading  Likud  figures  out  of  the 
cabinet,"  Arens  said. 

He  added  that  he  knew  of 
Israeli  government  that  had 
after  so  short  a  tenure.  This  cannot 
be  seen  as  an  achievement.” 

Larry  Derfner  contributed  to  this 
report 
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By  M10HAL  TfUDHJBAll 


MK  Ze’ev  (Benny Begin' 
announced  yesterday  that  tie  is  quit¬ 
ting  die  Likud  to  form  an  alternative 
right-wing  movement  and  did  not 
rule  out  contending  for  the  premier- . 
ship  as  head  of  the  new  movement. 

Begin  said  he  would  moke  clear 
his  intentions  in  the  next  few  days 
but  would  not  withdraw  from  polit¬ 
ical  life. 

He  slammed  Prime  Minister 
Binyamin  Netanyahu  and  accused  , 
him  personally  of  splitting  and 
dividing  the  national  carrip  and 
destroying  the  Likud. 

ere  is  no  Likud  in  the  pro: 


Ze’ev  Begin 

(Israel  Sun) 


has  sqi 

j>les  and  ' 

flags':  /The'  heartache,  me~  disap¬ 
pointment,  the  destruction;  they're 
all  Netanyahu's  personal  responsi¬ 
bility.” 

Begin  said  Netanyahu  went 
about  splitting  the  right  wing 


deliberately 
and  with 
“cold  afore-  . 
thought,” 
motivated 
by  personal, 
selfish  con¬ 
siderations 
and  the  aim 
of  being 
elected. 

“He  went  to 
Wye  with 
cold,  blood- 
ch  tiling 
deliberation  to  sign  the  agree¬ 
ment  no  matter  how  it  was 
hrased.  to  divide  the  right  wing 
votes^frorn^m^ 
he-said:  . 

•ST^oday  when  he  sheds  erocqdU 
tears  and  accuses  everyone  elreof 
personal  ambition;  it  proves  again-' 
that  this  man  has  no  limits,  no 
scruples.  He  has  lost  all  shame. 
This  man  has  smashed  die  Likud 
and  must-  not  be  allowed  to  lead 
it,"  Begin  stud. 


Olmert  will  run  for 
PM  if  urged  by  Right 


Growing  Return  of  the  prince 
fear  in 


fut  tin 


IN  CONTEXT  /  HERB  KEINON 
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By  ELU  WOHLGELERHTER 


With  deep  sorrow  we  mourn  the  passing  of 

SUSI  SARAH  SIEGMAN  n 


the  beloved  wife  of  the  late 
Reb.  Menachem  Mendel  Siegman 
who  passed  away  yesterday  in  New  York. 

For  funeral  and  shiva  information,  call: 
052-600-199,  (03)-694-5367,  (02)-991-0873,  (02)-991-8282 


Siegman,  Halpern,  Lobel  families. 


Jerusalem  Mayor  Ehud  Olmert 
will  agree  to  run  as  Likud  candi¬ 
date  for  prime  minister  only  if  he 
is  utged  to  do  so  by  right-wingers 
from  his  party  and  from  other 
right-wing  and  religious  parties, 
according  to  a  Likud  source  close 
noOlmert. 

;  “Olraert’s  already^# a  tot 
Llephoi 

can^kt^^^Likud  members, 
and  fibril  those  behind  the.  scene,, 
saying  ‘Ron  Ehud,  run',’”  said  the 
source. 

Among  the  callers  to  Olmert 
over  the  past  few  days  discussing 
fee  turbulence  within  the  party 
were  Likud  MKs  Ze’ev  (Benny) 
Begin,  Limor  Livnat,  Ze’ev  Boim, 
Avraham  Herschson,  and  David 
Re'em,  leaders  of  the  National 
Religious  Party,  United  Torah 
Judaism  and  Shas,  as  well  as  Dan 
Meridor. 

“What  could  take  place  here  is  a 
domino  effect  with  a  lot  of  people 
leaving  the  party,"  said  the  source. 
‘Today  it’s  Meridor.  tomorrow 
will,  be  Livnat  a  day  later  Begin, 
after  that  Uzi  Landau,  and  then 
there  is  no  Likud. 

“The  domino  effect  will  be  that 


the  if  right-wingers  and  the  right- 
wing  parties  say  that  [Prune 
Minister  Binyamin]  Netanyahu 
can’t  win  because  members  of  his 
party  have  left,  they  then  may  turn 
to  Olmert  and  ask  bhn  to  save  the 
party.” 

“Olmert  will  not  leave  Jerusalem 
unless  he  knows  everyone  is 
behind  him,”  thersporce  raid.  ~ 

-  It  is  considered  -unlikely,  that 
Olmert  would  join  tr  . 
right-wing  party.  h 

Olmert  hi  mSelf  expressed 
regret  at  Meridor’s  decision  "to 
leave  the  Likud. 

He  said  Meridor  is  “a  man 
whose  entire  public  life  is  an 
example  of  fairness,”  adding  that 
“when  such  a  man  announces  that 
he  can  no  longer  be  a  member  of 
the  Likud,  this  is  not  a  moment  of 
happiness,  but  one  of  sorrow." 

Olmert  said  no  one  is  more  wor¬ 
thy  than  Meridor  to  be  prime  min¬ 
ister,  noting  that  he  bad  experience 
in  politics,  diplomacy,  and  eco¬ 
nomics,  and  he  urged  Netanyahu 
to  do  some  “soul-searching"  over 
what  had  happened  in  the  Likud. 

Olmert  said  be  did  not  plan  to 
leave  the  Likud,  but  rather  to  work 
for  change  from  inside  the  party. 

Irim  contributed  to  this  report 


Labor 
of  Shahak 


ByMICHAL  YUDELMAN 


Tension  is  mounting  in  Labor  in 
anticipation  of  former  chief  of  gen¬ 
eral  staff  Anmon  Upkrn~  Shahak  s 


Our  deepest  condolences  to 
Aaron,  Esther,  Henry,  Isaac,  Miriam  and  Moishe 
•  on  the  passing  of  their  beloved  mother 

SARAH  SIEGMAN  n 


wife  of  the  late  Mendel  Siegmen 
A  true  woman  of  valor. 


Levensohn,  Sivitz  and  Maser  families. 


LIKUD 
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Yeshivat  Kerem  B’Yavneh 

■>  \ 

expresses -its  .  deepest  sympathy  to 
MaJkaTaub  ^nm 
on  the  passing  (if  her  diear  .husband 


MOSHE  DOV  TAUB 


rt 


A  man  of  vision  and  a  generous  supporter 
of  Torah  education 

fffww  px  *73*  “inc?  -jinn  d3dh  nrw  mpon 


Rav  Mordechai  Greenberg 

Rosh  Hayeshiva 


Eli  Klein 

Director 


The  directors,  management,  staff, 
parents  and  children  of  the  Keren  Or  Center 
for  multi-handicapped  blind  children 

extend  heartfelt  condolences  to 

Judy  Steinberg,  S.  Daniel  Abraham,  Jeremiah 
Abraham  and  all  the  family 

on  the  passing  of  their  mother 

STELLA  ABRAHAM  rt 


Meridor  said  he  would  welcome 
Ajrrmon  Lipkin-Shahak’s  entering 
political  life  and  hopes  “he  will 
join  this  great  effort,  which  only 
[a]  few  don't  desire,  to  stop  this 
illusoiy,  deceptive  spectacle  and 
; ,  bring,  us  back  to  the  right  track.” 

Meridor  would  not  refer  to  the 
possibility  of  stepping  down  from 
head  of  the  list  in  favor  of  Shahak, 
only  reiterating  that  T  have  pre¬ 
sented  my  candidacy  for  prime 
"  -minister.” 

As  for  Milo,  Meridor  said  that  in 
the  past  there  was  no  place  to  dis¬ 
cuss  'cooperation,  for  he  was  still 
in  the  Likud.  Now,  be  said,  the  two 
would  have  to  talk  about  uniting 
their  forces  to  replace  Netanyahu. 

Commenting  on  Netanyahu's 
branding  him  as  a  ‘left  winger” 
and  one  whose  political  positions 
are  “Bmp  and.’wimpy,"  Meridor 
said  “the  prime  minister  excels  in 
putting  labels  on  people.  He  won't 
teach  me  what  die  Land  of  Israel 
is.  Not  when  he’s  living  here,  and 
not  when  he  lived  in  exile  for 
many  years.  He  cannot  teach  me 
about  left  and  right” 

He  said  he  intends  to  deal  with 
content  rather  than  images. 

Outlining  his  platform,  Meridor 
stressed  his  commitment  to  com¬ 
pleting  the  legislation  of  a  constitu¬ 
tion,  if  elected  prime  minister,  with¬ 
out  which  democratic  life,  equality, 
and  freedom  were  not  possible. 

He  said  the  Oslo  agreement, 
which  he  thought  at  the  time  was  a 
mistake,  has  turned  into  a  part  of 
our  reality. 


Social  &  personal 


THE  WEEKLY  MEETING  of  the  Eng&sft- 
apeafdng  Rotary  Club  wrfl  take  place  to¬ 
day  ai  f:00  pjn.  at  the  YMCA,  King  Da1 
vid  street  Colette  Avttal,  of  the  Foreign 
Ministry,  will  speak  On;  European/lsraeB 
Relations.  Seasons  Greetings  to 

All! 


“A  leader  must  see  not  only  his 
vision  but  reality.  We  are  facing 
one  of  the  most  difficult  situations 
in  the  Israeli-Arab  dispute,  and 
Israel  is  reaching  the  negotiations 
with  a  leadership  devoid  of  oae 
gram  of  credibility." 

Earlier  yesterday,  Netanyahu 
attacked  Meridor  and  said  those 
who  oppose  him  in  the  Likud  are 
motivated  by  personal  ambitions 
and  fantasies. 

Referring  to  Meridor, 
Netanyahu  said  ‘lie  went  to  the 
Left,  perhaps  already  years  ago. 
He  is  thinking  of  joining  a  party 
which  is  identified  with  Labor  and 
the  Left.  His  political  positions  are 
flaccid  and  limp.” 

Olmert  came  out  in  Meridor’s 
defense  and  launched  an  attack  on 
Netanyahu,  calling  his  words 
against  Meridor  “propaganda.” 

“Dan  Meridor  is  no  left  winger, 
with  flaccid  views.  He  is  ail  asset  to 
-  the  Likud,  one  of  the  roots  of  this 
movement  son  of  Jerusalem's  IZL 
commander,  a  man  who  served 
beside  the  late  prime  minister 
Menachem  Begin  and  was  the  right 
hand  of  prime  minister  Shamir.” 

“Meridor’s  entire  public  life  has 
been  a  paragon  of  decency  and 
virtue,  good  taste  and  sound  judg¬ 
ment  When  a  man  like  that 
announces  he  can  no  longer  be  a 
member  of  the  Likud,  it's  truly  a 
sad  moment,”  Olmert  said. 

Within  die  party,  too,  there  ore 
several  MKs  who  have  turned 
against  Netanyahu  and  others  who 
don’t  hesitate  to  criticize  him 
openly,  such  as  Shamir,  MK  David 
Reem  and  coalition  chairman  Meir 
Sheetrit. 

Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Mordechai  is  teetering  on  the  edge 
of  the  Likud,  fluctuating  between 
staying  and  joining  Barak,  who 
invited  him  to  Labor. 

Communications  Minister 
Limor  Livnat  and  MK  Uzi  Landau 
have  decided  to  fight  to  change  the 
Likud  leadership  from  within  and 
are  considering  contending 
against  Netanyahu. 


'^botwktoW,  after  fie  is  omcIaHy  "dis¬ 
charged  from  the  IDF.  ' 

Apparently  there  is  still  no  agree¬ 
ment  between  MK  Dan  Meridor, 
Ronni  Milo  and  Lipkin-Shahak 
regarding  a  joint  list,  as  each  of 
them  has  opened  his  own  offices 
and  set  up  his  own  campaign  staff. 

Labor’s  greatest  fear  is  that  a 
number  of  MKs  -  according  to 
some  estimates  as  many  as  10  - 
might  “migrate”  from  Labor  to 
join  Lipkin-Shahak’s  new  party.  In 
the  past  the  names  of  potential 
“deserters”  included  MKs  Haim 
Ramon.  Nissim  Zvilli,  Hagai 
Merora.  Shimon  Peres  and.  several 
others  who  don’t  get  along 'with 
party  leader  Ehud  Barak. 

Barak  and  senior  party  members 
have  also  expressed  fears  that  the 
existence  of  a  new  center  party 
would  reduce  the  votes  of  the  right 
and  left  blocs  and  necessitate  a 
second  round  of  voting.  This 
would  increase  pressure  on  Labor 
and  Likud  candidates  from  the 
smaller  coalition  partners  between 
the  rounds  of  voting. 

“It  is  already  clear  that  the  frag¬ 
mentation  and  splintering  of  par¬ 
ties  will  be  greater  in  these  elec¬ 
tions.  If  there  is  a  second  round,  it 
will  lead  to  blackmail  and  extor¬ 
tion,  as  the  smaller  parties  will 
demand  more  and  more  from  the 
leading  candidates  in  exchange  for 
their  support  in  the  second  round,” 
one  senior  party  source  said. 

The  source  said  Labor's  greatest 
fear  is  that  Netanyahu  will  “sell 
off”  every  national  asset  and  posi¬ 
tion  just  to  get  the  support  of  the 
haredi  and  religious  parties  to 
ensure  his  victory  in  the  second 
round.  “It  will  be  impossible  to  rale 
and  ran  the  state  this  way,”  he  said. 


LEBANESE 
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Lias  Collins  adds: 

Chief  of  Genera]  Staff  Lt-Gen. 
Shaul  Mofaz  yesterday  warned 
against  a  unilateral  IDF  withdrawal 
from  south  Lebanon.  According  to 
an  unofficial  briefing,  Mofaz  told  the 
Knesset  Foreign  Affairs  and  Defense 
Committee  that  should  the  IDF  uni¬ 
laterally  pull  cut  of  Lebanon,  there 
would  be  a  higher  price  u>  pay  and 
there  could  be  a  return  to  the  type  of 
terrorist  attacks  in  northern  commu¬ 
nities  like  the  fatal  attacks  on  chil¬ 
dren  at  Avivim  and  Ma’aloL 

“The  different  interests  in  the 
area  haven't  and  won't  change  in 
the  event  of  a  withdrawal,  not 
those  of  the  Syrians,  or  the 
Iranians  or  of  Hizbullah.  All  of 
them  want  to  be  a  political  force  in 
Lebanon,”  he  said. 

He  said  withdrawal  could  only 
take  place  through  an  agreement 
between  the  sides  and  if  a  third 
body  took  responsibility  for  the 
area  the  IDF  leaves. 


It  is  no  accident  that  a  recurring 
theme  in  Dan  Meridor’s  I- wanna¬ 
be- prime-minister  press  confer¬ 
ence  yesterday  was  that  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu  is 
an  outsider,  while,  he  -  Meridor  - 
is  Israeli  to  the  core. 

“A  situation  was  created,”  he 
said,  “where  a  man  that  came  to 
Israel  10  years  ago  took  control  in 
a  democratic  manner  of,the  Likud, 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
is;  no  chance  in -.the  Likud -to 
replace  Netanyahu,"  but  •  that  the 
country  must  replace  Netanyahu.”' 

And  then  again,  when  asked  to 
respond  to  Netanyahu's  claim  that 
he  has  moved  to  the  Left,  Meridor 
responded:  “The  prime  minister 
excels  in  labeling.  He  will  not 
teach  me  what  Eretz  Yisrael  is,  not 
when  he  lives  here,  and  not  when 
he  lived  in  the  Diaspora  for  many 
years." 

Indeed,  the  insider  vs.  outsider 
conflict  has  been  a  constant  theme 
in  the  rocky  Meridor-Netanyahu 
relationship.  Meridor  the  crown 
prince  who  resents  the  outsider 
coining  in;  and  Netanyahu  the  out¬ 
sider  resentful  of  the  crown  prince 
who  effortlessly  gets  everything 
handed  to  him. 

On  the  surface,  the  two  men 
have  much  in  common.  They  are 
close  in  age:  Meridor  is  SI, 
Netanyahu,  48.  They  both  grew  up 
in  Jerusalem  and  their  fathers  were 
both  involved  in  Revisionist  poli¬ 
tics.  They  both  reached  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  army.  Whereas  the 
Meridor  family  was  well  accepted 
in  all  sectors  of  society, 
Netanyahu's  family  was  not  even 
accepted  by  all  those  on  the  Right. 

This  inside-outside  dichotomy 
became  even  greater  when  the 
Netanyahu  family  left  the  country 
in  the  1960s  for  an  extended  stay 
in  the  US. 

Netanyahu's  milieu  was 
American,  while  Meridor  was 
very  much  the  Israeli. 

The  same  dichotomy  was  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  party  as  well.  Meridor 
worked  his  way  up  from  within 
the  Likud,  becoming  the  cabinet 
secretary  to  Menachem  Begin  in 
1982,  a  Knesset  member  in  1984, 
and  justice  minister  in  1988. 

Netanyahu,  on  the  other  hand, 
leapfrogged  over  the  party  appara¬ 
tus.  When  Meridor  became  justice 
minister  in  1988,  Netanyahu  took 
his  seat  as  a  freshman  MK. 

When  Netanyahu  returned  to 
Israel  jn  1988.  the  “war  of  the 
camps”  within  the  Likud  was  at  its 
height.  Both  Netanyahu  and 
Meridor  were  part  of  the  Shamir- 
Arens  camp,  which  also  featured 
the  Likud  “princes,"  that  group  of 
rising  Likud  stare  who  were  being 
groomed  to  take  control  of  the 
party:  Ze’ev  Binyamin  Begin, 
Ehud  Olmert,  Ronni  Milo,  and 
Meridor  himself.  Look  where  the 
princes  are  today. 

Likud  MK  Ruby  Rivlm,  a  cen¬ 


tral  figure  in  Likud’s  Jerusalem 
branch  for  years,  knows  both  men 
well  and  once  said  of  the  rivalry 
between  the  two,  “Meridor  and  the 
other  princes  looked  down  at 
Netanyahu,  had  little  respect  for* 
him,  held  him  in  disregard.  And 
Netanyahu  resented  Meridor  for 
being  part  of  the  party’s  elite,  and 
for  being  the  darling  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  elite  " 

'  If  the  princes  -  who  saw  them¬ 
selves  as  Shamir’s'  heirs  —  felt 
threatened  by  Netanyahu,  they  had 
good  cause.'  Netanyahu  -  the  out¬ 
sider,  the  newcomer,  the  framer 
furniture  salesman  -  took  the  cen¬ 
tral  committee  by  storm.  His  rise 
was  meteoric,  and  no  one  -  not 
even  Meridor  -  could  keep  pace. 
By  1993.  when  Netanyahu  over¬ 
whelmingly  won  the  internal 
Likud  primaries,  the  era  of  the 
princes  was  over,  the  Netanyahu 
epoch  had  begun. 

The  bad  blood  between  the  two 
remained,  and  boiled  over  every* 
once  in  a  while.  In  the  run-up  tW 
the  19%  election,  when  the  sur¬ 
veys  were  showing  Netanyahu 
badly  trailing  Labor  candidate 
Shimon  Peres,  there  was  a  cam¬ 
paign  run  mostly  through  adver¬ 
tisements  in  the  newspapers  call¬ 
ing  on  the  Likud  to  dump 
Netanyahu,  and  replace  him  with 
Meridor  -  something  the 
Netanyahu  camp  viewed  as  a  thin¬ 
ly  veiled  attempted  coup. 

Meridor’s  people,  for  their  part, 
claimed  that  prior  to  the  primaries 
for  the  Likud’s  Knesset  slate, 
Netanyahu  circulated  lists  of  pre¬ 
ferred  candidates,  and  pointedly 
left  Meridor  off  them.  It  was  with¬ 
in  the  context  of  this  bad  blood 
that  Meridor’s  willingness  to 
appear  on  the  Likud’s  first  tele¬ 
vised  spot  during  the  1996  cam¬ 
paign  and  voice  support  for 
Netanyahu  was  seen  as  no  small 
accomplishment,  as  a  sign  of 
peace  between  the  warring  camps. 

It  was  an  illusion. 

After  the  elections,  and  the 
appointment  of  Meridor  to  the 
Finance  Ministry,  the  tensions 
continued  to  rise.  The  culmination 
was  the  Bar-On  Affair.  Meridor. 
viewed  by  many  as  the  cabinet’s 
moral  compass,  gave  the  prime 
minister  no  support  during  the 
affair.  On  the  contrary,  after  the 
attorney-general  decided  not  to 
mdict  Netanyahu,  Meridor  said: 
^nis  does  not  mean  that  this  was 

not  one  of  the  gravest  affairs  that  I 

can  remember  since  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  state.  This  does  not 
mean  mat  there  is  any  reason  fra 
joy  and  happiness.” 

Meridor  left  his  post  soon  after, 
over  a  micro-economic  argument 
wth  his  boss,  and  has  been  a  con¬ 
stant,  staunch  critic  of  Netanyahu 
ever  since. 

Yesterday  he  became  more  than 
a  ctitrc;  he  became  a  bona  fide 
challenger. 
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For  a  while,  they  ail  seemed 
dispensable  to  him,  partly 
because  he  filled  the  Likud  cen¬ 
tral  committee  with  a  claque  of 
loyalists,  partly  because  he  was 
so  effective  in  using  television  to 
leapfrog  the  party  and  reach  out 
directly  to  the  mass  of  ordinary 


voters. 

But  his  current  troubles  stem 
from  the  fact  that  he  has  no 
mends  left;  most  party  elites  and 
coalition  partners  have  conclud¬ 
ed  that  they  won’t  be  fooled 
again. 

Whether  or  not  Netanyahu 
recovers  from  .  these  trouble* 
depends  on  the  extent  to  which 
the  voters  come  to  the  same  con¬ 
clusion. 
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^Elections  committee 
asks  for  100  days 
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By  AMY  KLEBi 

The  Knesset  Central  Elections 
Committee  could  arrange  for  hal¬ 
loaing  in  60  days  but  would  like 
three  months  and  really  prefers  100 
days  to  put  the  apparatus  in  place, 
to  set  up  the  ballot  boxes,  draft 
election  workers  and  take  care  of 
the  myriad  details  it  takes  to  run  an 
efficient  national  election. 

Not  that  premature  Knesset  elec¬ 
tions  are  something  new:  Seven  of 
the  14  have  been  early,  including 
the  last,  which  was  held  in  May 
instead  of  November  1996. 

Tamar  Edri.  director-general  of 
committee,  is  currently  the 
’’Snly  full-time  staffer,  but  she  has 
three  part-timers  who  work  year- 
round  on  the  national  elections. 
Full  operations,  however,  can 
begin  only  when  the  Knesset  pass¬ 
es  the  early  elections  bill,  which 
will  include  the  elections  date. 

That  is  when  the  real  work 
begins:  Edri  will  draft  250  com¬ 
mittee  members,  who  will  be 
released  from  their  government 
jobs  for  election  reserve  duty. 
Eighteen  regional  committees  will 
then  be  opened  around  the  country 
ta  ready  the  7,500  ballot  stations, 
program  a  computer  system  for 
registering  parties  and  tallying 
ballots,  and  prepare  some  40,000 
volunteers  for  election  day. 
uJhe  committee  must  also  pre- 
p&e  absentee  ballots  for  voters 
w  to  are  abroad,  imprisoned,  hos¬ 


pitalized,  or  shipbound. 

The  whole  process  costs  approx¬ 
imately  NIS  2  million,  said  Edri, 
and  the  cost  doesn’t  change  if  the 
elections  are  held  early,  “it  is  all  a 
matter  of  logistics.  I  have  the 
equipment  ready  and  have  done 
everything  it  is  possible  to  do  to 
prepare  for  elections  before  the 
date  has  been  set.” 

Edri  said  the  committee  would 
even  be  able  to  prepare  in  60  days 
-  the  time  period  alloied  for  new 
elections  if  the  prime  minister 
resigns  or  is  voted  out  in  a  no-con¬ 
fidence  motion.  However,  Edri  has 
requested  that  the  Knesset 
Legislation  Committee  change  the 
60-day  minimum  electioneering 
period  to  100  days. 

One  major  difficulty  is  that  the 
Interior  Ministry  only  updates  the 
electoral  register  once  a  year,  and 
even  the  information  from  the 
municipal  elections,  which  is  not 
the  same  list,  needs  to  be  updated. 
Parties  must  register  their  lists  at 
least  47  days  before  elections. 

For  all  the  parties,  early  elections 
mean  they  have  to  hire  advertising 
agencies,  political  consultants, 
pollsters,  volunteers,  fund-raisers, 
and  all  the  cogs  which  make  politi¬ 
cal  machinery  rum. 

But  Labor  Party  spokesman 
Yitzhak  Revihaya  said  Labor 
needs  no  more  than  60  days  to  pre¬ 
pare.  “We  are  always  ready”  he 
said,  “to  do  whatever  it  takes  to 
put  an  end  to  this  government.” 


prim 


Economic  bills’ 
future  cloudy 
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BylBHA  GILBERT 

With  the  Knesset  headed 
towards  dissolution,  the  fate  of 
pending  government  legislation 
was  in  serious  question  yesterday. 

Beyond  the  second  and  third 
.readings  on  the  early  elections 
-.£5  bill,  the  most  important  legisla- 
f  tion  that  must  be  approved  by  the 
Knesset  is  the  economic  arrange¬ 
ments  bill  and  the  1999  state  bud¬ 
get  bill. 

..  Tfie  stqte  budget  already  has 
passed  9  fii&  reading,  ^ul.tiie. gov¬ 
ernment  has  not  yet  put  the  eco¬ 
nomic-arrangements  bill  to  a  vote. 
It  has  repeatedly  withdrawn  the 
bill  from  the  agenda  due  to  a  lack 
of  majority  caused  by  coalition 
demands.' 

The  bill  is  due  to  be  brought 
before  the  House  for  a  first  read¬ 
ing  again  on  Monday.  If  the  bill  - 
a  host  of  economic  reforms  -  is 
not  passed  by  the  Knesset,  the 
state  budget  won’t  be  approved 
either.  If  there  is  no  budget  by  the 
.end  of  the  year  -  next  Thnrsday 
fcght  -  a  teraporaiy,  monthly  bud¬ 
get  will  take  effect. 

Talks  between  the  coalition  and 
opposition  on  making  changes  to 
the  economic  arrangements  bill 
began  last  week,  but  will  only  be 
renewed  next  week,  coalition  chair¬ 
man  Meir  Sheetrit  said  yesterday. 

MK  Haim  Oron  (Merctz)  said 
the  opposition  would  demand  that 
only  six  or  seven  clauses  of  the  47 
in  the  biU  necessary  for  operating 
the  budget  be  kept 
However,  Sheetrit  said  the  final 
□umber  would  be  much  greater. 

“All  those  clauses  that  signifi¬ 
cantly  affect  the  budget  cannot  be 
removed,”  Sheetrit  said 
An  example,  he  said,  is  the 
clause  that  would  freeze  the 
implementation  of  the  Public 
Housing  Law.  He  said  that  under 


no  circumstances  would  the  coali¬ 
tion  agree  to  rescind  the  measure 
since  the  nation  simply  could  not 
afford  to  fund  the  sell-off  of  apart¬ 
ments  to  long-term  residents  at 
huge  discounts. 

“I  am  opposed  to  an  election 
budget  and  there  will  be  no  com¬ 
promises  if  we  consider  changes 
based  on  political  instead  of  pro¬ 
fessional  aims.”  Sheetrit  said. 

The  opposition  also  is  asking 
that  politically  related  finding  be 
frozen  ih  the. budget.  ....  .  * . 

Due  to  the  problem  with  .the 
economic  arrangements  .  bill. 
Finance  Committee  .  chairman 
Avraham  Ravitz  is  not  preparing 
the  budget  for  its  second  and  third 
readings.  He  has  also  said  that  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  pass  the 
arrangements  bill  in  its  present 
state. 

Another  controversial  bill, 
which  would  block  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  Reform  and  Conservative 
rabbis  from  religious  councils, 
was  turned  into  a  no-confidence 
morion  by  Oron  on  Monday  night. 
The  bill,  which  would  require 
council  rabbis  to  sign  an  oath  to 
the  Chief  Rabbinate,  is  also  to  be 
put  to  a  vote  on  Monday. 

Oron’s  move  led  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  withdraw  the  economic 
arrangements  bill  Monday  night, 
since  United  Torah  Judaism  made 
the  passage  of  the  religious  coun¬ 
cils  bill  a  condition  for  its  support. 

However,  the  religious  councils 
bili  has  in  effect  become  a  dead 
duck,  due  to  the  political  situation, 
in  which  the  coalition  has  stopped 
functioning.  Yisrael  Ba’aliya  and 
The  Third  Way  have  said  they 
would  block  the  bill.  If  Oron  does 
not  remove  his  no-confidence 
motion,  the  bill  could  still  be 
defeated  without  the  government 
falling  as  long  as  it  gets  a  majority 
of  fewer  than  61  MKs. 


As  elections  loom,  MKs 
ready  for  spending  spree 


ByUAf  BOOBS 

MKs  in  the  current  Knesset 
might  be  running  out  of  time  but 
they  are  not  running  out  of 
money.  With  the  sudden  realiza¬ 
tion  that  their  term  of  office  and 
the  financial  year  are  coming  to 
an  end,  they  are  readying  them¬ 
selves  10  make  full  use  of  their 
budgets. 

MKs  are  eligible  to  receive  up 
to  NIS  40,000  a  year  -  for  “keep¬ 
ing  in  touch  with  the  voter”  -  to 
be :  spent  on  office  equipment 
such  as  phones,  fax  machines, 
computers;  photocopiers  and  so 
forth  fot  which  they  need  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  Knesset  with  receipts.' 
They  -can  also  buy  televisions, 
radios,,  videos .  and  refrigerators 
for  their  offices. 

This  funding  can  be  accumulat¬ 
ed  from  year  to  year  and  there  is 
no  need  to  return  the  equipment 
when  MKs  leave! ' 

,  In  addition,  they  receive  NIS 
-#0,000  a. year  for  renting  offices 
■  *:  •  Hbpt  this  money  is  handled  entirely 
>  through  the  Knesset  and  they  do 
-  not  see  ft  directly. 

*  -As  in  previous  years,  the  MKs 
axe  .expected  to  increase  their 
V*'  -  spending  towards  the  end  of 
j  December  -  but  this  time  they 
will  s  do  so  under  the  extra  pres- 
sore  of  knowing  they  might  not 


.  w-  •“ 


~i>e-in-ther4smesset-this-  timejnext^. 
year. 

Some  veteran  MKs  have  accu¬ 
mulated  huge  sums  they  are  free 
to  nse. 

Labor  whip  Elie  Goldschmidt 
said  that  he  had  in  the  past  asked 
the  Knesset  House  Committee 
that  the  equipment  be  returned 
when  the  MKs  leave,  but  his  sug¬ 
gestion  was  rejected. 

Yesterday,  the  Knesset  seemed 
to  be  collectively  suffering  from 
tiredness  and  depression,  after 
Monday's  initial  decision  for 
early  elections  kept  most  of  them 
.  in  the  House  past  11  pm. 

Coalition  and  Likud  whip  Meir  ~ 
Sheetrit  said  it  was  “business  as 
-  usual ” 

.  But  MKs,  particularly  those 
whose  parties  hold  primary  elec¬ 
tions,  began  preparing  to  fight  for 
their  political  futures. 

Labor  MK  Ophir  Pines-Paz  said 
die-  committee  rooms  had  been 
empty  until  about  10  am,  “when 
we  pulled  ourselves  together  and 
the  Knesset  began  to  work.” 
Knesset  Speaker  Dan  Tichon  said 
he  assumes  the  Knesset  will  grad¬ 
ually  wind  down  as  election  day 
grows  closer. 

“I  expect  the  MKs  will  go  out  to 
the  marketplaces  to  ensure  their 
re-election,  each  in  his  [or  her] 
own  pany,"  Tichon  said. 


Gov’t  can  still 
fall  in  no- 
confidence  vott 


Labor  Party  chairman  Ehud  Barak  confers  with  Meretz  MK  Haim  Oron  in  the  Knesset  yesterday. 

(Isaac  Haiarii 


By  UAT  COLLBIS 

The  government  can  still  techni¬ 
cally  fall  in  a  modem  of  no-confi¬ 
dence  on  Monday,  even  before  the- 
early  elections  bill  has  time  ,  to 
come  up  for  its  final  readings. 

Meretz  declared  a  no-confidence 
motion  this  week  on  the  vote  for 
the  bill  which  would,  among  other 
things,  require  all  members  of  reli¬ 
gious  councils  to  pledge  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Chief  Rabbinate. 

If  a  no-confidence  motion 
receives  the  support  of  61  MKs, 
elections  must  be  held  within  60 
days.  However,  with  early  elec¬ 
tions.  any  date  can  be  decided. 

Yesterday,  the  Knesset  Law 
Committee  continued  its  discus¬ 
sions  on  an  amendment  to  the  Basic 
Law:'  The  Government,  which 
would  extend  the  60-day  period. 

Committee  chairman  Hanan  Porat 
(National  Religious  Party)  favored 
lengthening  it  10  100  days;  MK 
Ruby  Rivlin  (Likud)  said  his  faction 
had  agreed  on  90  days.  The  commit¬ 
tee  adopted  this  recommendation.-  -. 

The  debate  and .  vote  on  first 
reading  of  this  extension  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  held  today.  It  requires  the 
support  of  61  MKs  to  pass. 


Porat  drew  up  the  amendment 
after  hearing  from  the  Central 
flections  Committee  that  it  needs 
more  than  60  days  to  prepare  for 
early  elections. 

-  Rivlin,  Dedi  Zucker  (Meretz) 
-and  others  advised  treating  the 
proposed  amendment  with  care 
and  not  creating  the  impression  it 
is  -  hastily  being  drawn  up  to 
answer  the  specific  needs. 

Deputy  Attorney-General 
-Joshua.  Schoffman  earlier  this 
week  warned  against  making  such 
an  amendment  retroactive,  and 
compared  it  to  the  constitutional 
dilemma  of  whether  the  Knesset 
has  the  right  to  extend  its  own 
period  in  office  to  seven  years. 

Nonetheless,  Porat  seems  intent 
on  getting  the  amendment  passed 
as  quickly  as  possible,  even 
though  it  is  possible  Meretz  will 
drop  the  no-confidence  motion  at 
the  last  moment. 

The  Law  Committee  is  expected 
to  discuss  the  date  for  early  elections 
next  Monday.  Porat  rejected  criti¬ 
cism  that  he  was  either  expediting  or 
holding  up  the  preparation  for  die 
second  and  third  reading  of  the  early 
elections  bill,  which  passed  by  a 
large  majority  on  Monday. 
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Mofaz:  More  unrest  in 


territories  expected 


ByUATCOLUNS 


More  unrest  can  be  expected  in 
the  territories.  Chief  of  General 
Staff  Lt-Gen.  Shaal  Mofaz  said 
yesterday. 

Israel  Radio  reported  that  last 
week  17  Israeli  civilians  and  20  sol¬ 
diers  were  hurt  in  the  territories, 
while  two  Palestinians  were  killed 
and  some  500  injured. 

“The  situation  in  the  territories 
depends  in  my  opinion  on  a  number 
of  factors:  on  the  future  of  the 
diplomatic  process  and  the  will  and 
ability  of  the  Palestinian  Authority 
to  implement  its  side  of  the  agree¬ 
ment,”  Mofaz  told  reporters  follow¬ 
ing  a  meeting  of  the  Knesset 
Foreign  Affairs  and  Defense 
Committee.  'I  don't  want  to  make 
an  assessment  until  the  IDF  has 
completed  its  thorough  assessments 
of  the  new  situation.” 


In  the  meeting,  be  reportedly 
criticized  the  Jewish  Hebron  resi¬ 
dents  in  Beit  Hadassah  and  Beit 
Romano  who  refuse  to  accept 
additional  IDF  protective  mea¬ 
sures  such  as  reinforced  windows 
and  transport  of  schoolchildren  in 
IDF  protected  vehicles. 

He  said  the  residents  had  even 
sent  him  a  letter  with  their  refusal  to 
accept  these  measures. 

“One  can't  demand  that  the  IDF 
increase  the  level  of  security  for 
civilians  when  they  won’t  cooperate 
with  the  IDF,"  he  said.  “The  IDF 
does  its  best  to  offer  protection.  In 
Judea  and  Samaria  there  is  a  rein¬ 
forced  troops  presence.  We  have 
invested  and  continue  to  invest  mil¬ 
lions  of  shekels  in  improving  secu¬ 
rity  of  the  settlers.” 

He  said  in  places  other  than 
Hebron  the  residents  are  cooperat¬ 
ing  with  the  IDF. 


Mofaz  brought  the  point  up  after 
committee  chairman  Uzi  Landau 
(Likud)  asked  about  the  security  sit¬ 
uation  in  Hebron,  where  residents 
said  there  have  recently  been  sever¬ 
al  shooting  attacks,  but  the  IDF  did 
not  return  fire  or  cany  out  a  hot  pur¬ 
suit  into  the  PA  controlled  area. 

Mofaz  said  the  shooting  was  by 
someone  with  a  revolver  and  die 
source  of  fire  had  not  been  clearly 
identified  and  therefore  hot  pursuit 
was  not  carried  out 
He  also  told  the  committee  that 
there  is  a  possibility  for  more 
unrest  in  Gaza.  He  said  before  the 
visit  by  US  President  Bill  Clinton 
that  Gaza  had  been  fully  under 
control  by  the  PA,  which  was 
motivated  by  the  continuation  of 
the  peace  process,  but  this  could 
change  if  the  process  is  frozen. 
Margot  Dudkevitch  adds: 

The  Hebron  Jewish  Community 


said  they  were  outraged  at 
Mofez’s  remarks  criticizing  resi¬ 
dents  for  refusing  to  accept  the 
IDF’s  defensive  measures  and 
armored  transport. 

‘Instead  of  dying  to  apprehend 
the  terrorists  responsible  for  three 
shooting  incidents  in  tbe  Jewish 
Quarter  over  the  past  week,  he  is 
shifting  the  blame,”  charged  com¬ 
munity  spokesman  David  Wilder. 

Wilder  said  that  residents 
refused  to  live  in  bunkers  and 
expected  the  IDF  to  take  responsi¬ 
bility  for  their  security  and  safety 
instead  of  trying  to  shift  the  blame 
elsewhere. 

The  residents  demand  an 
increase  of  IDF  troops  in  the  H2 
area  under  Israeli  control  and  call 
on  security  forces  to  apprehend 
the  terrorists  instead  of  hiding 
behind  "bullet-proof  outposts” 
Wilder  said. 


Pines-Paz  charges  Netanyahu 
playing  politics  with  Nativ 


By  ARYEH  DEAN  COHEN 


Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  is  playing  politics 
with  the  status  of  Liaison  Bureau 
(Nativ)  director  Ya’acov  Kedmi, 
enabling  him  to  stay  on  just  to 
gain  electoral  support  among 
Russian-speakers,  Labor  MK 
Ophir  Pines-Paz  charged  yester¬ 
day. 

Pines-Paz  was  responding  to 
Kedmi ’s  statement  to  the  Knesset 
Immigration  and  Absorption 
Committee  yesterday  that  he  will 
rescind  his  letter  of  resignation 
submitted  to  Netanyahu  if,  as  be 
has  heard,  the  prime  minister 
delays  for  six  months  implemen¬ 
tation  of  the  Tamir  Committee's 
recommendations  to  alter  the 
Liaison  Bureau’s  activities. 

Kedmi  said  he  is  awaiting  writ¬ 
ten  confirmation  of  this  and 
acceptance  of  his  recommenda¬ 
tions  regarding  how  the  bureau 
should  fraction  during  these  six 
months  before  rescinding  his  res¬ 
ignation. 

The  committee,  appointed  by 
Netanyahu  himself  in  April  to 
look  into  Nativ's  operations. 


reportedly  recommended  that  its 
intelligence  and  assessment  func¬ 
tions  be  turned  over  to  Lhe 
Foreign  Ministry  and  Mossad, 
respectively. 

The  recommendations  had  pre¬ 
viously  been  approved  by  the 
prime  minister,  sparking  Kedmi's 
resignation.  Brig.-Gen.  (res.) 
Yom  Tov  Tamir,  who  headed  the 
committee,  confirmed  reports  of 
the  delay. 

"Suddenly,  amazingly,  hocus- 
pocus,  everything  changes,” 
Pines-Paz  said.  “I  have  an 
uncomfortable  feeling  that  the 
prime  minister's  decision-mak¬ 
ing  processes  were  not  influ¬ 
enced  by  what  is  going  on  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union,  but  rather 
by  what  is  going  on  here. 
Because  we  all  know  that 
Ya’acov  Kedmi  has  a  good  name 
and  is  influential  in  Israeli  soci¬ 
ety  and  among  the  new  immi¬ 
grants.  And  I  have  the  feeling 
that  the  prime  minister  prefers 
for  now,  until  the  storm  passes 
here  and  he  knows  what’s  hap¬ 
pening,  to  leave  him  in  the  sys¬ 
tem  and  neutralize  him  from 
involvement  in  the  political 


arena. 

“He’s  willing  to  go  that  far?" 
shot  back  committee  chairwoman 
Likud  MK  Naomi  filumenthal? 

"I  bave  no  doubt,”  said  Pines- 
Paz. 

“Just  so  we’re  sure  it's  not  you 
who  is  saying  things  for  political 
expediency,”  said  Blumenthal. 
“Is  Kedmi  going  to  run  for  prime 
minister?" 

“No,  he  doesn't  have  to,"  said 
Pines-Paz.  “We’re  talking  about 
one  of  the  most  sensitive,  respon¬ 
sible  posts  within  the  Prime 
Minister's  Office,  and  it’s  unac¬ 
ceptable  that  decision-making 
processes  be  based  on  these  rea¬ 
sons.  It’s  simply  madness." 

Blumenthal  disagreed,  saying 
Netanyahu’s  considerations  were 
“completely  legitimate”  and 
based  on  changes  that  had 
occurred  within  the  former 
Soviet  Union. 

Kedmi  himself  said  his  resigna¬ 
tion  was  unrelated  to  the  com¬ 
mittee's  work,  but  that  he  wrote 
Netanyahu  to  express  his  reserva¬ 
tions  about  their  recommenda¬ 
tions  “after  I  learned  about  deci¬ 
sions  the  prime  minister  made 


based  upon  them...  Their  imple¬ 
mentation  would  have  constitut¬ 
ed  a  radical  change  in  the  state  of 
Israel’s  policy  vis  a  vis  Jews  [in 
the  former  Soviet  Union]  com¬ 
pared  to  what  had  been  the  poli¬ 
cy  of  the  government  since  the 
organization's  establishment." 

In  his  letter,  Kedmi  made  his 
own  recommendations,  adding 
that  if  they  were  not  accepted  be 
could  not  stay  on.  One  week 
later,  he  was  told  the  prime  min¬ 
ister  had  read  his  letter  and  saw 
no  reason  to  change  his  decision, 
and  Kedmi  submitted  bis  resigna¬ 
tion. 

But  at  a  subsequent  meeting 
also  attended  by  Industry  and 
Trade  Minister  Natan  Sharansky, 
“the  prime  minister  told  me  there 
is  an  opinion  that  in  light  of  the 
new  situation  in  the  field,  it 
might  be  worthwhile  delaying 
implementation  for  awhile.” 

A  week  later,  he  was  told  by  a 
Foreign  Ministry  official  that 
Netanyahu  had  indeed  decided  on 
such  a  delay.  Kedmi  said  he  had  yet 
to  get  tiiis'  in  writing  from 
Netanyahu,  and  until  then  could  not 
officially  rescind  his  resignation. 
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Palestinian  journalists  demonstrate 

Some  100  Palestinian  journalists  march  behind  a  coffin  yesterday  on  their  way  to  the 
Palestinian  Legislative  Council^  in  Gaza,  in  protest  over  the  Palestinian  Authority’s  use  of 
force  to  suppress  their  reporting.  Several  reporters  were  beaten  and  eight  detained  covering 
a  protest  in  Gaza  last  week  against  the  attacks  on  Iraq. 
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Hospitalized  Holocaust  survivors 
to  move  to  hostels 


By  JUDY  SIEGEL 


Two  voluntary  organizations, 
one  that  helps  Holocaust  survivors 
and  the  other  mental  patients,  yes¬ 
terday  welcomed  the  Health 
Ministry's  announcement  that  it 
would  soon  transfer  some  300 
Holocaust  survivors  hospitalized 
for  decades  in  psychiatric  hospi¬ 
tals  to  hostels,  old  age  homes  and 
other  non-hospital  facilities. 

Health  Minister  Yehoshua  Matza 
reached  his  decision  after  bearing 
intermediate,  oral  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  a  public  committee 
established  by  the  Justice  and 
Health  ministries  several  months 
ago  to  investigate  claims  of  depri¬ 
vation  by  Holocaust  survivors  who 
are  mental  patients. 

The  committee,  which  is  due  to 
present  a  final  report  in  writing,  is 
headed  by  retired  district  court 
judge  Ya’acov  Bazak.  The  commit¬ 
tee  was  appointed  following  an 
invesrigattuy  article  in  Ma’ariv 
that  claimed  almost  1,000 
Holocaust  survivors  confined  to 
psychiatric  institutions  in  stark  con¬ 
ditions  since  tbe  early  days  of  the 
state  have  been  deprived  of  German 
reparations,  which  are  instead  being 


held  by  the  General  Custodian. 

Am  eh  a.  tbe  national  center  for 
psychosocial  support  for  Holocaust 
survivors  and  the  second  genera¬ 
tion.  has  been  asked  by  the  ministry 
to  help  prepare  plans  for  rehabili¬ 
tating  those  patients  who  will  be 
moved  into  the  community. 

Amcha  director  Jon  Lemberger 
said  that  most  of  the  300  are  cur¬ 
rently  living  in  private,  rather  than 
state-owned  institutions. 

He  added  that  for  a  year  Amcha 
assisted -a- patient  who  spent  45 
years  in  a  psychiatric  hospital  to 
move  into  an  oid  age  home. 

“His  relatives  on  a  kibbutz  said 
he  was  crazy  and  stopped  caring 
for  him:  he  probably  could  have 
been  released  years  ago  from  the 
hospital  if  there  had  been  commu¬ 
nity  care  and  he  had  somebody  to 
fight  for  him,"  Lemberger  said. 

While  the  Conference  on  Jewish 
Claims  against  the  Germans  have 
allocated  money  to  build  hostels  for 
elderly  Holocaust  survivors,  includ¬ 
ing  mental  patients.  Lemberger  was 
concerned  about  an  outbreak  next 
year  of  "anxiety,  fear  and  frustra¬ 
tion"  among  the  360,000  remaining 
Israeli  Holocaust  survivors  who  are 
not  psychiatric  patients. 


“The  process  of  the  Swiss  trans¬ 
ferring  $60  million  starting  in 
January  to  survivors  will  cause 
concern  among  these  survivors, 
because  wbo  will  get  money  is  not 
clear  due  to  a  dispute  involving  the 
Treasury,  National  Insurance 
Institute  and  survivors'  groups. 

Shmuel  Cohen,  chairman  of 
Enosh  (the  Israel  Mental  Health 
Association),  praised  Matza  for 
deciding  to  transfer  patientrout  of 
psychiatric  hospitals  and  into 
more  suitable  facilities. 

“No  other  minister  has  done  this,  • 
bur  l  am  anxious  that  it  should  not 
produce  homeless  people  living  on 
park  benches  as  in  US  cities.’’ 

While  moving  elderly  patients 
from  hospitals  where  they  have 
lived  for  decades  to  another  place 
could  be  traumatic,  Cohen  said  it 
“1,000  times  better"  to  be 


was 


granted  better  living  conditions 
and  to  lose  the  stigma  of  being  in 
psychiatric  institutions. 

Cohen  suggested  that  economic 
considerations  may  be  (jartially 
involved,  as  empty  beds  in  state 


institutions  could  be  filled  with 
those  mental  patients  from  private  fw 
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institutions  who  still  need  psychi¬ 
atric  care. 


State  radio  stations  must  play 
Hebrew  music  at  least  half  the  time 


By  NMA  GILBERT 


Israeli  culture  won  a  boost  -  but 
not  a  victory  -  over  foreign  influ¬ 
ences  yesterday,  when  the 
Knesset  passed  a  law  requiring 
that  at  least  half  of  songs  broad¬ 
cast  on  state  radio  must  be 
Hebrew  songs. 

“The  law  will  help  preserve 
original  Israeli  culture  and  act  os  a 
protective  wall  against  the  trend 
towards  ‘Americanization.’"  the 
bill’s  sponsor  MK  Yona  Yahav 
(Labor)  said. 


"A  culture  that  does  not  know 
how  to  protect  itself  eventually 
falls  to  pieces.”  he  said. 

Singers  Zvika  Pik  and  Avihu 
Medina  were  on  hand  to  see  the 
law  passed. 

However,  the  law  does  not  stip¬ 
ulate  any  repercussions  for  viola¬ 
tions  or  a  system  of  monitoring 
the  balance  of  Hebrew  songs.  It 
will  not  apply  to  regional  radio 
stations  already  under  operation, 
but  will  apply  to  future  stations. 

According  to  the  law.  a  sons  is 
considered  Hebrew  if  half  of  its 


content  is  in  Hebrew. 

Reshet  Gimmel  already  broad¬ 
casts  only  Hebrew  songs. 

The  only  opposition  to  the  law, 
passed  by  23-1,  came  from 
Knesset  Speaker  Dan  Tichon, 
who  asked  whether  the  measure 
would  lead  Gimmel  to  cut  its 
Hebrew  songs  to  50  percent 

“This  is  a  law  suited  to  Russia." 
he  added. 

Next  week,  another  Yahav  bill  to 
boost  funding  for  the  Israeli  film 
industry  is  to  be  brought  for  its 
second  and  final  readings. 
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Latin  patriarch  criticizes  Israel 
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By  HAW  SHAPIRO 

Israeli  authorities  are  ultimately 
responsible  for  tension  and  conflicts 
between  Moslems  and  Christians, 
both  in  Israel  and  the  Palestinian 
Authority.  Latin  Patriarch  Michel 
Sabbah  claimed  yesterday  in  a 
Christmas  message. 

At  the  same  time,  a  close  aide  to 
the  patriarch  named  a  Likud  official 
as  being  personally  responsible  for 
creating  unrest  between  Moslems 
and  Christians  in  Nazareth. 

Sabbah,  stressing  the  Christian- 
Moslem  tension  for  the  first  time, 
said  that  Israeli  fears  over  security 
had  impeded  the  peace  process, 
limiting  Palestinian  freedom  of 

*  Agency 
emissaiy 
kicked  out 
of  Ukraine 

By  ABYEHPEAH  COHEW 

Diplomatic  efforts  are  being 
launched  to  repair  any  damage 
caused  by  a  recent  incident  result¬ 
ing  in  the  expulsion  of  a  Jewish 
A^ncy  emissaiy  from  Ukraine 
a*3  accusations  against  agency 
operatives  of  “industrial  espi- 

Jewish  Agency  Director-Genera] 
Shimshon  Shoshani  said  yesterday 
that  the  incident  grew  out  of  work 
done  by  emissaries  in  Ukraine  with 
scientists  who  might  consider 
immigrating  to  Israel. 

“Ukrainian  officials  warned  us 
against  conducting  such  activity, 
and  just  before  we  began  to  reorga¬ 
nize  our  efforts  they  told  our  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Odessa,  Noah  NadJer, 
about  two  weeks  ago  that  he  must 
leave  the  country  within  five  days." 
Shoshani  said,  adding  that  Nadler 
was  accused  of  “industrial  espi¬ 
onage." 

The  Ukrainians  acted  after  an 
agency  gatheri  ng  of  such  scientists. 

“He  returned  here,  and  we  looked 
rtnto  the  matter  to  see  if  there  had 
been  anything  improper  in  his 
behavior,"  Shoshani  said.  “It  turned 
out  to  be  a  general  problem  and  not 
a  personal,  one,  .and  the  order  came 
froro  above.  Local  staff  working  for 
the  agency  there  were  warned  not 
to  be  involved  in  similar  activities 
and  were  forced  to  sign  undertak¬ 
ings  that  they  would  not  be 
involved  in  encouraging  scientists 
to  emigrate  to  Israel." 

“We  believe  this  is  very  serious, 
because  we  have  a  mandate  to 
which  the  Ukrainian  government 
agreed  lo  work  in  encouraging 
immigration.  This  incident  is 
apparently  against  the  background 
of  the  wider  relationship  [between 
rbe  two  countries],  and  the  Jewish 
flpency  is  being  used  here  as  a 
warning.” 

Shoshani  said  the  Ukrainians  are 
aware  that  many  scientists  have  left 
the  country  or  plan  on  doing  so. 

This  is  not  the  first  time 
Ukrainian  officials  have  interfered 
with  agency  efforts,  Shoshani  said, 
adding  that  Foreign  Ministry  offi¬ 
cials  are  involved  in  trying  to 
straighten  out  the  matter  ahead  of 
Foreign  Minister  Ariel  Sharon's 
planned  trip  to  Ukraine. 

Nariv  director  Ya’acov  Kedmi 
said  that  “mistakes  on  both  sides" 

A  were  responsible  for  the  incident. 

•  “The  problem  can  be  solved  if  all 
the  bodies  in  Israel  connected  with 
this  matter  cooperate,  and  I  believe 
the  Ukrainians  are  also  interested 
in  solving  it" 

He  said  Sharon’s  visit  would  help 
resolve  the  issue. 

Knesset  Immigration  and 
Absorption  Committee  chair-  a 
woman  Naomi  Blumenthal  said  I 
“the  situation  in  the  Balkan  nations 
and  in  the  CIS  is  very  fluid  and  . 
worrisome,  and  I  hope  the  way  will 
be  found  to  see' to  it  that  immigra¬ 
tion  from  these  states  not  stop, 
including  where  we  are  speaking  of 
immigration  by  those  with  certain 
professions  or  certain  sectors." 


movement  and  space  to  grow,  and 
in  turn  creating  nervousness  and 
tension  between  individuals  and 
families. 

However,  he  also  said  that  the  PA 
was  doing  nothing  to  control  inter- 
religious  tension  either. 

In  the  PA,  fights  have  erupted 
between  Christians  and  Moslems  in 
what  were  once  mostly  Christian 
towns  such  as  Beit  Sahur  and 
Ramollafa.  According  to 
Patriarchate  spokesman  Wadie 
Abunassar,  these  were  ordinary 
conflicts  between  neighbors  which 
were  interpreted  os  inter-religious 
bottles. 

Tension  in  Nazareth  relates  to  an 
area  formerly  occupied  by  a  school 


near  the  Basilica  of  the 
Annunciation,  on  which  the  munic¬ 
ipality  hud  planned  to  build  a  plaza 
for  the  year  2000,  but  which 
Moslems  hud  occupied,  claiming  it 
as  the  site  of  a  former  mosque. 

In  the  recent  municipal  elections 
there,  the  Hadash  mayor  was  re¬ 
elected,  while  the  Islamic  List  won 
a  majority  of  seats  on  the  municipal 
council.  Following  a  stormy  council 
meeting  Iasi  week,  where  those 
involved  failed  to  agree  on  a  coali¬ 
tion,  rioters  attacked  shops  with 
Christmas  decorations  and  seven 
people  were  injured. 

Regarding  Nazareth,  the  patriarch 
said  that  “a  foreign  hand  is  foment¬ 
ing  discord."  When  asked  by 


reporters  if  he  was  referring  to  the 
Israeli  government,  he  said  he  was 
not,  adding  that  the  “foreign  hand" 
was  everyone  who  was  interested  in 
fomenting  tension.  However,  he 
added  that  it  was  the  responsibility 
of  the  government  to  control  the  sit¬ 
uation. 

Later  Abunassar  told  reporters 
that  it  was  Likud  Arab  affairs  advi¬ 
sor  Danny  Greenberg  who  had 
exacerbated  the  tension  in 
Nazareth,  in  an  attempt  to  gain 
votes  for  his  party.  In  response. 
Greenberg  said  that  he  had  not  been 
involved  in  the  situation  for  the  past 
year  and  thus  did  doe  understand 
why  such  a  charge  should  be  made 
against  him. 


In  reaction  to  the  patriarch's  state¬ 
ment.  Uri  Mor.  director  of  the 
Religious  Affairs  Ministry's  depart¬ 
ment  for  Christian  communities, 
said  that  the  government  and  the 
Ministry  saw  any  attack  by  one  reli¬ 
gious  community  on  another  as 
serious  and  worked  to  ease  such 
tensions.  However,  Mor  angrily 
rejected  any  attempt  by  Sabbah  or 
the  leader  of  any  other  Christian 
community  to  say  that  Israel  was  to 
blame  for  Moslem  attacks  on 
Christians. 

Mor  added  that  Internal  Security 
Minister  Avigdor  Kahalani  had  per¬ 
sonally  supervised  police  action 
following  the  attacks  last  week  in 
Nazareth. 
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Patriot  candies 

Defense  Minister  Yitzhak  Mordechai  demonstrated  Israel’s  gratitude  to  the  US  yesterday  by  presenting  New  Year  gifts  of  candy 
to  troops  stationed  here  to  man  Patriot  anti-missile  batteries  during  Operation  Desert  Fox. 

Palestinians  mark  Ramadan  with  fasting, 
charity,  and  ‘getting  closer  to  God’ 


By  BEN  IYHF1ELP 

What  is  the  essence  of  Ramadan, 
the  poignant  yet  joyous  Moslem 
month  of  fasting,  which  began 
over  the  weekend? 

A  14-year-oid  schoolgirl  in  the 
Saadiya  neighborhood  of  the 
Moslem  quarter  in  Jerusalem’s  Old 
City  and  a  senior  cleric  at  al-Aksa 
Mosque  came  up  with  the  same 
answer  takarub  ila  allah,  gelling 
closer  to  God.  during  the  month  in 
which  the  Koran  was  revealed. 

The  rest,  as  Hillel  -  or  an 
Islamic  counterpart  -  might  say,  is 
commentary. 

But  it  is  vital  commentary,  for 
Islamic  tradition  lays  out  defini¬ 
tive  pathways  for  attaining  the 
objective:  fasting  and  refraining 
from  marital  relations  from  dawn 
to  sunset;  prayer,  reading  from  the 
Koran;  acts  of  charity;  and  moral 
behavior  such  as  refraining  from 
malicious  gossip. 

Ideally,  it  is  a  time  earmarked 
for  sanctifying  and  bettering  one¬ 
self. 

According  to  Islamic  law,  the 
month  starts  when  two  witnesses 
testify  before  Islamic  jurists  thar 
they  have  sighted  the  crescent 
moon.  Siting  in  one  locale,  theo¬ 
retically,  is  enough  to  start  the 
observance  of  Ramadan  every¬ 
where. 

In  practice,  however,  politics  has 
at  times  influenced  when 
Ramadan  starts. 

During  the  1960s  when  Egypt 


and  Saudi  Arabia  were  at  logger- 
heads,  the  religious  establishments 
invariably  started  the  fasting  peri¬ 
od  on  different  days  in  the  two 
countries. 

In  1995,  the  Palestinian 
Authority,  in  a  show  of  indepen¬ 
dence,  declared  the  start  of 
Ramadan  on  a  different  day  than 
Jordan,  causing  much  confusion  in 
the  West  Bank. 

For  Sana  Man  so  lit.  14.  a  student 
at  the  Fatah  al-Lajia  School  in  the 
Moslem  Quarter,  a  Ramadan  day 
begins  by  waking  up  around  4 
a.m.  and  joining  her  father,  moth¬ 
er,  sister,  and  brother  for  a  meal. 
At  7.  she  heads  for  school,  where 
“everyone  in  the  class  is  fasting." 

“It's  not  so  hard,  you  get  used  to 
it,"  says  Mansour.  who  started 
observing  the  fast  at  age  seven. 

In  the  afternoon.  Mansour  stud¬ 
ies  and  helps  her  mother  prepare 
the  iftar, .  the  evening  fast-breaking 
meal,  which  brings  together  the 
entire  family.  At  times  her  father 
invites  poor  people  to  join:  more 
often  he  gives  them  money  for 
food. 

The  Mansours  break  the  fast 
with  vegetable  soup,  then  meat  or 
chicken  is  served,  and  for  dessert 
it  is  kaiaif,  a  Ramadan  pancake 
with  cheese  and  walnuts  on  the 
inside. 

After  reading  from  the  Koran 
and  watching  television,  Mansour 
goes  to  sleep. 

Amid  all  this  activity,  she  has,  of 
course,  taken  time  out  to  pray  five 


times.  “Ramadan  is  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  come  closer  to  God  and  for 
people  to  do  things  for  each 
other,"  she  says. 

Abdel-Fatah  Fakir,  a  teacher 
from  Casablanca,  says  the  fast  is 
the  core  of  his  observance.  “It 
renews  my  soul  spiritually  and  is 
healthy  for  my  body,”  he  says. 

Fakir  is  spending  his  first 
Ramadan  in  Jerusalem  by  cooking 
up  kataif  at  a  cafe  near  Herod’s 
Gate  owned  by  his  brother-in-law. 

Married  a  week  ago  to  a 
Palestinian  bride.  Fakir  is  already 
looking  forward  to  getting  back  to 
Morocco.  While  he  says  he  is 
enjoying  Jerusalem.  Ramadan  is 
marked  in  greater  style  back 
home.  Fakir  says. 

“People  go  to  the  sea,  to  the 
paries,  and  they  stay  out  till  mid¬ 
night  or  later,"  he  says.  “Here  peo¬ 
ple  remain  in  their  houses." 

“It’s  better  there,  people  are 
more  open,  we  have  the  French 
influence,”  he  adds.  “There  are 
chances  for  men  to  meet  women 
more  easily  during  the  Ramadan 
evenings.” 

Outside  the  offices  of  the  Wakf. 
the  Islamic  body  that  oversees  al- 
Aksa  Mosque,  a  prayer  leader 
termed  Ramadan  “the  month  of 
patience."  since  the  fast  and  ascent 
to  a  higher  moral  plane  require 
self-discipline. 

“If  someone  says  something 
insulting  to  you,  you  should 
respond:  O  Lord  I’m  fasting."  he 
said.  “The  most  important  thing 


about  Ramadan  is  getting  close  to 
God  the  most  high,"  the  sheikh 
wrote  in  a  reporter's  notebook. 


Woman  gives  birth  to  18th  child 

A  43-year-old  woman  from  Galilee  gave  birth  to  her  18th  child  on 
Mondav  in  Safed  Hospital.  The  baby  boy.  delivered  by  caesarean  sec¬ 
tion.  has  II  sistere  and  six  brothers  as  well  as  eight  nieces  and 
nephews.  ,  .  . ... . 

‘it  is  important  that  all  Jewish  mothers  know  that  every  child  is  a 
world  in  itself,"  the  mother  said  yesterday.  “Eveiy  mother  who  can 
still  bring  children  into  the  world  should  continue  to  do  so."  him 

Bill  banning  human  cloning  passes  committee 

A  private  member’s  bill  that  would  ban  human  cloning  has  been 
approved  by  the  Knesset  Science  and  Technology  Committee  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  its  second  and  third  readings.  The  bill,  initiated  by  Labor 
MK  Haaeai  Merom,  was  amended  so  that  it  wouldn't  bar  cloning 
wholesale,  but  would  allow  legitimate  scientific  research  to  be  con¬ 
ducted. 

The  bill,  if  passed,  would  be  in  effect  only  far  five  years  so  that  the 
ethical,  legal  and  social  implications  of  the  possibility  of  human 
cloning  could  be  reassessed.  Merom  said  the  possibility  of  amending, 
cancelling  or  extending  the  law  would  allow  it  to  adapt  to  scientific 
developments. 

The  bill  would  prohibit  any  genetic  intervention  aimed  at  cloning, 
multiplying  or  creating  humans  genetically  and  chromosomally  thar 
would  be  identical  to  another  human  or  embryo,  live  or  dead.  It  would 
also  bar  intervention  aimed  at  intentional  and  permanent  genetic 
changes  of  human  gametes  (sex  cells).  Judy  Siegel 

Pro-life  booklets  withdrawn  from  abortion  clinics 

Distribution  of  a  Health  Ministry  booklet  that  was  to  be  presented  to 
every  woman  who  applies  for  a  legal  abortion  has  been  frozen,  pend¬ 
ing  reassessment  of  its  contents.  Minister  Yehoshua  Matza  decided  this 
.  week. 

The  10-pase  booklet  had  been  prepared  by  ministry  deputy  director- 
general  for  information  YairAmikam  according  to  the  specifications  of 
Deputy  Minister  Shlomo  Benizri  (Shas).  ft  has  an  anti-abortion  mes¬ 
sage.  complete  with  color  photos  of  young,  human-looking  embryos 
and  charts  of  the  length  and  weight  of  fetuses  at  various  stages  of 
development  four  to~16  weeks  after  conception.  “You  mast  certainly 
be  curious  what  stage  of  development  the  fetus  in  your  womb  is  in  and 
how  it  looks  now  ”  says  a  photo  caption.  Judy  Siegel 

Maccabiah  lawyer  appears  before  Knesset 

Robert  Kaye,  the  Sydney-based  lawyer  representing  the  Australian 
victims  of  the  Maccabiah  bridge  disaster,  is  to  appear  today  before  the 
special  Knesset  committee  looking  into  the  matter. 

Kaye  is  expected  to  urge  the  Knesset  to  pressure  the  president  and 
chairman  of  the  games'  organizers,  the  Maccabiah  Worid  Union,  to 
resign  or  step  aside  pending  the  completion  of  legal  proceedings. 

“In  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  a  legitimate  expectation  that  the 
MWU  executives  behave  morally.  However,  inaction  by  the  MWU 
only  reinforces  the  sense  of  distrust  by  the  Australian  community," 

Kaye  said.  Aryeh  Dean  Cohen 

Zissman:  hands  off  Educational  TV 

No  changes  should  be  made  at  Educational  Television  until  a  review 
of  its  operations  can  be  completed  by  June  I.  Knesset  Education 
Committee  Chairman  Emanuel  Zissman  said  yesterday  in  reaction  to 
last  week's  dismissal  of  Educational  Television  director-general 
MichaJ  Arbel.  Zissman  said  that  he  believed  the  Education  Ministry 
would  abide  by  the  decision  not  to  make  such  changes,  and  he  was'  -  •  . 

therefore  incensed  to  hear  of  Artels  firing,  criticizing  it  as  apolitical -jd  ’ 
move.  Although  Artel's  case  is  before  tire  courts;  Zissman  repeated  his 
request  that  the  station  be  left  alone  untiktfte 'review  of  its  dptratidfls  isJ  ‘ol 


completed. 


-  Aryeh  Dean  CohenA 
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Banana-skin  war 


It  is  clear  that  impeachment, 
Iraq  and  the  collapse  of  the 
Israeli  coalition  have  all 
been  engineered  to  divert 
attention  from  the  real  interna¬ 
tional  crisis.  The  coming 
Banana  War  could  end  civi¬ 
lization  as  we  know  it. 

Under  cover  of  exploding  mis¬ 
siles  and  imploding 
Republican  mis¬ 
tresses,  US  officials 
have  drawn  up  a 
hit-list  of  European 
exports  that  will 
have  100  percent 
tariffs  slapped  on 
them  in  the  New 
Year. 

Canny  Amer¬ 
icans  should  stock 
up  on  their  sup¬ 
plies  of  Pecorino 
cheeses  and  Louis 
Vuitton  handbags 
right  away.  Lean 
times  are  just 
around  the  comer. 

The  fact  that  European 
Union  exports  worth  a  stagger¬ 
ing  600  million  euros  are 
being  targeted  by  US  econom¬ 
ic  smart  weapons,  just  as  that 
same  euro  currency  unit  makes 
its  1999  debut,  is  purely  coin¬ 
cidental.  Of  course,  such 
things  always  are.  like  the 
increasing  volume  of  irritated 
noise  and  bah-humbugging 
being  directed  at  the  euro  and 
the  Europeans  from  American 
business  and  capitalist  federal 
mouthpieces. 


Column  One 


Thomas  O’Dwyer 


Ba~na  humbug 

The  ostensible  reason  for 
this  sneaky  but  developing  US- 
Euro  trade  war  is  alleged 
American  concern  over  the 
European  Union  giving  prefer¬ 
ential  treatment  to  banana 
exporters  in  former  European 
colonies.  This  is  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  Central  American  pro¬ 
ducers. 

Bananas?  It  sounds  like 
some  little  Christmas  joke  - 
the  world's  two  trade  giants 
face  off  over  a  few  banana 
republics. 

Will  Santa  come  to  the  res¬ 
cue,  buy  bananas  to  fill  all  the 
stockings  of  the  world  and 
save  everyone’s  face  at  the  last 
minute?  Only  a  certain  Lee 
Christmas  could  laugh  at  that 
one  -  more  on  him  later. 

In,  the  real  world,,  there,  is 
nothing  at  all  ’ftfnhy'  abbut'* 
bananas  and  so-called  banana 
"republics,  despite^he  shape  uf  - 
the  fruit  and  the  efforts  of  gen¬ 
erations  of  cartoonists  and 
slap-stick  comedians. 

American  concern  for 
Central  America’s  banana  pro¬ 
ducers  has  little  to  do  with 
altruistic  concern  for  Central 
America.  This  would  be  as 
funny  as  any  comic  hoofer 
falling  ass-over-apex  on  a 
banana  skin. 

It  is  about  the  profits  of  the 
huge  American  companies 
who  marker  Third  World 
bananas,  not  about  concern  for 
the  Third  World  producers.  It 
is  also  about  a  rising  tide  of 
American  animosity  toward  an 
alarmingly  successful  and 
ambitious  European  Union. 


Banana  men 

The  history  of  the  American 
banana  companies  in  Central 
America  is  a  story  of  blood, 
banditry  and  exploitation, 
before  which  most  European 
colonialism  pales.  It  is  a  not  a 
history  oozing  with  concern 
for  the  rights  of  banana  pro¬ 
ducers  of  Central  America  or 
the  competition  they  face  from 
banana  producers  of  the 
European-dominated  Carib¬ 
bean. 

The  modern-day  predica¬ 
ment  of  Central  Americans  has 
had  little  to  do  with  over¬ 


crowded  banana  markets.  It 
has  a  lot  to  do  with  their  histo¬ 
ry  and  the  way  it  has  been 
shaped,  or  rather  stunted,  by 
their  contact  with  North 
Americans. 

Between  the  1890s  and  the 
1950s  the  exploits  of  American 
“banana  men"  became  unsa¬ 
vory  legends 
across  the  Central 
American  isthmus. 

A  gaggle  of 
American  carpet¬ 
baggers  and  mer¬ 
cenaries  teamed  up 
with,  or  bought  off, 
corrupt  local  politi¬ 
cians  and  wannabe 
generalissimos  to 
impose  political 
and  economic  dic¬ 
tatorships  on  vul¬ 
nerable  societies. 
As  these  small¬ 
time  entrepreneurs 
developed  into 
monstrous  fruit  conglomer¬ 
ates.  the  semi-official  band  of 
Uncle  Sam.  directed  by  power¬ 
ful  lobbies,  became  ever  more 
visible. 

Prominent  among  the  robber 
banana-barons  of  Central 
America  was  Sam  Zemurray.  a 
Moldavian  Jewish  US  immi¬ 
grant  who  made  a  fortune  from 
bananas  in  Honduras  by  first 
getting  into  the  business  of 
revolution. 

Through  his  faithful  and  mur¬ 
derous  gun-toting  mercenary 
sidekick  from  Mississippi,  Lee 
Christmas.  Zemurray  and  the 
Honduran  Manuel  Bonilla 
fomented  a  revolution  in  1911. 
Zemurray  built  his  empire  on 
the  back  of  the  bloodshed  and 
Bonilla’s  success. 

In  New  Orleans,  Zemurray 
later  made  a  dubious  transition 
to  being  “respectable”  over- 
lord  of  the  “respectable” 
United  Fruit  conglomerate. 

United  Fruit  played  a  dis¬ 
graceful  role  in  the 
Guatemalan  coup  of  1954, 
honoring  Zemurray’s  tradition 
of  gaining  absolute  commer¬ 
cial  power  in  Central  America 
by  bribery,  murder,  revolution, 
and  the  racist  exploitation  of 
non-whites. 

By  the  1950s  he  had  amassed 
the  greatest  ever  agro  and 
commodities  empire.  It  was 
known  as  the  Octopus  -  later 
the  Black  Octopus,  when  Eli 
Black  became  president  after 
Zemurray’s  death  in  1961.  He 
-changed  the  conglomerate 
name  to  United  Brands. 

Black  leapt  off  the  44th  floor 
of  the  PanAm  building  in  New 
York  in  1975.  A  subsequent 
official  inquiry  revealed  vast 
bribery  and  corruption  in  fix¬ 
ing  banana  prices  and  taxes  in 
Honduras,  and  the  scandal 
brought  down  the  Honduran 
president. 

Right  up  to  the  1980s,  US 
policies  in  support  of  the  elites 
and  concessionaires  of  Central 
America’s  pawns  of  the 
banana  barons  remained  the 
legacy  of  Zemurray  and 
Christmas,  and  their  hatred  of 
unions,  leftists  and  revolution¬ 
aries  who  weren’t  firmly  in 
their  pockets. 

After  all  that,  we  must  now 
be  lectured  on  how  those  nasty 
Europeans  are  giving  the  poor 
banana  producers  of  Central 
America  a  raw  deal  by  favor¬ 
ing  their  own  Caribbean  bud¬ 
dies. 

It  is  actually  two  American 
companies.  Dole  Food  Co.  and 
Chiquita  Brands  International, 
who  are  heading  the  com¬ 
plaints,  saying  they  have  lost 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
because  of  the  EU  banana  poli¬ 
cies. 

Zemurray  Christmas.  Lee 
Christmas,  and  to  all  -  a  good 
Fishil 
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Where  corruption  is  the  rule  s* 


Lawlessness  in  Russia  is  so  rampant,  no  one  gets  excited  about  the  crime?,  in  the  Duma 


By  MICHAEL  PACKMAN 


A  member  of  Russia’s  parlia¬ 
ment  Vasily  Kobylkin,  was  sitting 
behind  his  desk  one  day  last  May 
when  two  fellow  lawmakers 
popped  into  his  office  and  invited 
him  into  the  hall. 

Kobylkin  stepped  into  the  broad. 
carpeted  corridor  of  the  office 
building  near  Red  Square  and 
waited  as  his  colleagues  scribbled 
something  on  a  piece  of  paper. 
What  they  soon  revealed  was  an 
offer  for  a  bribe:  $5,000  if  he 
agreed  to  vote  to  confirm  Sergei 
Kuyenko  as  prime  minister,  and 
another  $5,000  after  the  vote. 

“They  are  all  afraid  the  offices 
are  bugged,  so  they  wrote  it  down: 
‘Kiryenko,  $5,000  before,  and 
$5,000  after.’  It  was  clear  to  me 
what  that  means,”  said  Kobylkin,  a 
former  construction  worker  who 
now  represents  a  district  400  kms 
south  of  Moscow. 

A  few  months  later,  he  said,  it 
happened  again.  This  time,  he 
said,  he  was  offered  an  immediate 
$10,000  payment  if  he  voted  to 
confirm  Victor  Chernomyrdin  as 
prime  minister.  “I  don’t  know  the 
exact  source  of  this  money,"  he 
said,  “but  the  conversation  about  it 
is  absolutely  open." 

Since  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet 
system.  Russia  has  become  the 
Dodge  City  of  the  East,  with  a  rep¬ 
utation  as  a  lawless  society  where 
businessmen  are  shot,  foreigners 
robbed  and  merchants  forced  to 
buy  protection. 

But  lawlessness  cuts  much  deep¬ 
er,  into  the  peoples'  very  soul,  cre¬ 
ating  a  far  more  corrosive  prob¬ 
lem.  Rampant  corruption  chips 
away  attempts  at  economic  recov¬ 
ery.  endangering  not  only  the 
health  and  safety  of  citizens  but 
the  very  cohesion  of  the  state. 


THE  situation  has  become  so  ordi¬ 
nary,  in  fact,  that  when  Kobylkin 
became  the  first  elected  official 
last  week  to  publicly  confirm  his 
connection  to  such  illegal  activi¬ 
ties  (although  he  denied  taking  the 
money),  his  statements  produced  a 
big  yawn,  garnering  just  one 
newspaper  article. 

Then,  after  he  reasserted  his 
allegations  in  an  interview  with 
Newsday ,  some  of  his  colleagues 
in  the  Duma  and  officials  in  law 
enforcement  not  only  confirmed 
and  elaborated  on  his  accusations, 
they  threw  their  hands  up  saying 
there  is  no  way  to  either  stop  the 
corruption  or  prosecute  those  who 
are  guilty. 

“It  is  very  true,”  said  Vladimir 
Semago,  another  Duma  deputy 
who,  while  no  friend  of  Kobylkin, 
confirmed  his  comments.  "It  is 
very  realistic.  The  problem  is, 
society  knows  about  this  but 
nobody  wants  to  do  anything.” 

Semago  said  the  corruption  is  so 
brazen.  lawmakers  actually  sell 
their  services  with  prices  going 
something  like  this:  $500  for  a 
Duma  car  sticker  that  can  win 
favor  from  traffic  police;  $  ]  ,000  to 
$5,000  for  a  credential  identifying 
someone  as  a  deputy's  assistant: 
and  $10,000  for  permission  to  use 
a  deputy's  name  in  official  busi¬ 
ness. 

‘This  is  not  a  secret."  Michael 
Belyat  spokesman  for  Gennady 
Seleznyov,  speaker  of  the  Duma 
and  the  fourth  most  powerful  per¬ 
son  in  the  government,  said  of  the 
corruption.  “Such  facts  do  lake 
place.  We  know  about  them.  But 
we  need  proof.  Unfortunately.” 

None  of  the  deputies  inter¬ 
viewed  were  willing  to  name 
names  or  speculate  as  to  how 
much  money  actually  influences 
the  outcomes  of  most  votes.  But 
they  said  votes  in  the  Duma  are 
routinely  bought  and  sold  on  such 
important  matters  as  the  budget 
and  the  use  of  natural  resources. 

Kobylkin  said  he  was  offered 
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Widespread  corruption  in  Russia  chips  away  attempts  at  economic 


bribes  from  $1,000  to  $3,000  for 
votes  on  such  issues  on  at  least 
five  occasions. 


WHILE  corruption  creates  an 
immediate  problem,  the  situation 
in  the  Duma  also  illustrates  some 
of  the  reasons  Russia  has  run  into 
so  much  trouble  in  its  transition 
from  a  totalitarian  state  to  some¬ 
thing  else. 

In  much  of  the  West,  lawmakers 
are  granted  a  degree  of  immunity 
from  criminal  prosecution  as  a 
device  to  ensure  the  free  and  open 
exchange  of  ideas.  Fearful  (hat 
those  who  are  in  power  will  try  to 
silence  those  in  the  minority,  many 
nations  grant  their  legislators  a 
certain  amount  of  immunity  from 
prosecution. 

In  Russia,  the  lawmakers  have 
also  been  granred  protection.  They 
may  not  be  prosecuted  for  any 
crime,  including  bribery  and  even 
murder,  unless  a  majority  of  the 
450-member  parliament  voles  to 
lift  the  lawmaker’s  immunity. 

But  the  legal  concept  that  grows 
iR  the  West  from  a  desire  to  protect 
freedom  of  speech  has  very  differ¬ 
ent  roots  in  Russia,  said  Leonid 
Fituni.  director  of  the  Center  for 
Strategic  and  Global  Studies.  It 


was,  he  said,  developed  in  the  days 
shortly  after  the  murderous  dicta¬ 
tor  Josef  Stalin  died. 

Those  government  officials  who 
carried  out  his  campaign  of  terror, 
murdering  more  than  20  million 
citizens,  were  concerned  they 
might  be  prosecuted  for  their  deeds 
under  the  more  liberal  regime  of 
Nikita  Khruschev.  From  that  desire 
to  cover  up  crimes  against  human¬ 
ity  sprang  the  notion  that  those  in 
government  may  live  life  with 
impunity  from  prosecution. 

Today,  legislators  say,  immunity 
serves  not  only  as  a  guardian  of 
free  speech  but  also  as  a  shield  for 
criminals.  The  legal  provision, 
written  into  the  Russian  constitu¬ 
tion,  not  only  has  created  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  accept  bribes  with  virtual 
impunity  but  threatens  to  rum  the 
nation's  parliament  into  a  sanctu¬ 
ary  for  criminals. 


recovery,  eodangermg  the  health  and  safety  of  citizens.  .•  (API 

y.  *■:»,-  .  . .  .... 

West,  with  their  names  on  diejbal-  Solving  this  "problem  is  not  as 
lot.  But  the  other  half  .of  the  seats:  simpteas:  dominating,  oreven  lim- 
get  handed  out  by  particular  polit-  ■  iting,  the  immunity  protection. 


IN  1999,  all  members  of  the  par¬ 
liament  come  up  for  election,  and 
there  is  great  concern  in  Moscow 
that  criminals  will  manage  to  win 
seats  in  the  Duma  and  earn  immu¬ 
nity. 

This  fear  is  heightened  because 
of  how  deputies  are  elected.  Half 
are  elected  as  is  traditional  in  the 


ical  parties  based  on  the  percent¬ 
age  of  the  vote  they  gamer  at  the 
polls. 

Thar  system  makes  it  easier  for 
someone  of  questionable  character 
to  simply  give  a  party  a  lot  of 
money  and  then  be  anointed  a 
deputy  in  return. 

In  at  least  one  case  so  far,  an 
alleged  criminal  seeking  immunity 
(fid  gain  a  seat  in  the  Duma.  In 
1994.  Sergei  Mavrodi,  architect  of 
a  massive  pyramid  scheme,  was  in 
jail  on  tax-evasion  charges  when 
he  ran  for  the  Duma.  He  was  elect¬ 
ed,  individually,  because  be  was 
very  popular  in  the  days  before  his 
scheme  collapsed.  Upon  his  elec¬ 
tion,  he  was  released  from  jail  and 
the  investigation  into  the  scheme 
stopped. 

One  year  later,  when  Mavrodi’s 
pyramid  collapsed  and  millions  of 
Russians  lost  their  savings,  the 
prosecutor’s  office  took  the  unusu¬ 
al  step  of  asking  for  his  immunity 
to  be  stripped.  The  first  request 
was  denied,  and  the  second  was 
finally  approved,  but  the  deputy 
went  underground  and  has  never 
been  arrested. 


iting,  the  immunity  protection. 

“On  the  one  hand,  it  is  necessary 
to  break  the  umbrella  of  protec¬ 
tion.  A  lot  of  criminals  are  trying 
to  penetrate  the  Duma  because 
they  would  like  immunity”  said 
Grigory  Yavlinsky,  leader  of  the 
Yabloko  faction,  the  only  democ¬ 
ratic  party  in  Russia. 

“From  the  other  hand,  look  at 
our  history.  It  would  be  the  way  to 
shut  the  mouths  of  those  who 
speak  oul  Immunity  has  gaen 
some  people  the  right  to  spam 

At  the  same  time,  there  is  really 
a  feeling  that  corruption  in  the  par¬ 
liament  is  the  least  of  Russia's 
problems  and  therefore  not  a  tar¬ 
get  worthy  of  attacking  head-on. 
In  crime-plagued  Russia,  where 
the  president  and  prune  minister 
have  both  made  public  pronounce¬ 
ments  abbut  the  need  to  clean  up 
crime,  neither  has  addressed  the 
issue  of  the  parliament. 

“From  my  point  of  view,  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  problem  is  drawn  arti¬ 
ficially,”  said  Vladimir  Isakov, 
head  of  the  Legal  Department  fej 
the  Duma.  “The  police,  customs^ 
privatization  -  that's  where  the 
serious  corruption  is.”  (Newsday) 


Chinese  dissidents  sentenced  harshly 


Beijing  thwarts  an  attempt  to  establish  a  second  political  party 


By  FRANK  LANGHTT 


Sending  a  chilling  message  to 
its  opponents,  China  on  Monday 
sentenced  two  of  the  nation’s  most 
prominent  dissidents  to  a  com¬ 
bined  24  years  in  prison  for  trying 
to  establish  an  independent  politi¬ 
cal  party. 

In  a  bold  effort,  organizers  Xu 
Wenlt  and  Wang  Youcat  had 
sought  official  recognition  for  their 
“China  Democracy  Party"  in  the 
one-pany  state."  Their  group 
became  the  first  to  openly  chal¬ 
lenge  the  Communists  since  they 
took  control  of  the  country  in  1949. 

Xu  received  13  years  and  Wang 
11  on  charges  of  subversion.  A 
third  organizer.  Qin  Yongmin,  44. 
was  convicted  last  Thursday  on 
the  same  charge,  but  has  yet  to  be 
sentenced. 

The  harsh  jail  terms  are  the  lat¬ 
est  setback  for  democracy  advo¬ 
cates  in  the  world’s  Iasi  major 
authoritarian  nation. 

In  the  past  several  weeks,  the 
already  narrow  boundaries  limit¬ 
ing  political  freedom  have  contin¬ 
ued  to  tighten  as  the  government 
has  arrested  or  questioned  more 
than  30  dissidents. 

The  crackdown  has  come  amid 
concerns  about  growing  unrest 
among  the  country’s  millions  of 
laid-off  workers.  Leaders  in 
Beijing  are  especially  nervous 


about  the  coming  year,  which  will 
mark  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  People’s  Republic 
of  China  as  well  as  the  IOth 
anniversary  of  the  1989  massacre 
of  pro-democracy  demonstrators 
near  Tiananmen  Square. 

Xu,  55,  was  convicted  after  a 
three-hour,  closed-door  trial  under 
heavy  security.  He  said  an  appeal 
would  be  pointless  in  such  an 
oppressive  system,  according  to 
his  court-appointed  attorney.  Mo 
Shaoping. 

Xu  refused  to  answer  prosecu¬ 
tors'  questions.  As  pan  of  his 
defense,  he  tried  to  explain  his 
democratic  ideas.  A  judge  cut  him 
off  after  10  minutes,  saying  he  was 
straying  from  the  topic,  a  second 
defense  attorney  said. 

When  the  verdict  was  read,  Xu’s 
wife.  He  Xinlong  said:  “You, 
Judge,  are  blaspheming  the  law." 
The  judge  told  her  to  keep  quiet 


XU  was  a  prominent  activist  in  the 
late  1970s  Democracy  Wall  move¬ 
ment  and  spent  12  years  in  jail 
from  1981  to  1993. 

China’s  official  Xinhua  news 
agency  claimed  both  Xu  and  Wang 
had  taken  money  from  organiza¬ 
tions  outside  the  country  and  that 
they  had  enjoyed  fair  and  open  tri¬ 
als. 

Wang.  32.  was  convicted  in  a 
separate  trial  Thursday  in 
Hangzhou.  He  already  has  "served 


two  years  in  jail  for  his  role  as  a 
student  leader  during  the  1989 
Tiananmen  Square  uprising. 

In  the  p3st  year,  the  Clinton 
administration  has  sought  closer 
ties  with  China. 

Officials  have  argued  that 
engaging  China’s  leaders  -  instead 
of  frequently  criticizing  them  - 
would  bring  about  improvements 
in  human  rights. 

Monday,  the  US  Embassy  in 
Beijing  deplored  the  court  actions. 

“We  are  deeply  disappointed 
with  both  the  guilty  verdicts  and 
the  extremely  harsh  sentences  ...  “ 
said  spokesman  Bill  Palmer.  “No 
individual  should  be  arrested,  tried 
or  sentenced  for  exercising  inter¬ 
nationally  recognized  freedoms, 
including  those  guaranteed  in  the 
UN  International  Covenant  on 
Civil  and  Political  Rights  to  which 
China  has  committed  itself.” 

Palmer  was  referring  to  an 
agreement  China  signed  in 
October  endorsing  free  speech  and 
freedom  of  association. 


THE  China  Democracy  Party 
which  claimed  some  200  membera 
around  the  country,  emerged  at  a 
time  when  the  regime  seemed  to 
take  a  somewhat  more  tolerant 
attitude  toward  opposing  ideas 
During  President  Clinton's  visit 
to  Beijing  last  June,  his  hosts  per¬ 
mitted  an  unprecedented  live,  tele¬ 
vision  broadcast  of  a  news  confer¬ 


ence  in  which  he  and  Chinese 
President  Jiang  Zemin  sparred  on 
the  issue  of  human  rights  and 
Clinton  declared  the  1989  mas¬ 
sacre  “wrong.”  • 

However,  in  a  televised  speech 
Friday,  Jiang  rejected  the  notion 
that  China  might  embrace  democ¬ 
racy.  The  Western  mode  of  polit¬ 
ical  systems  must  never  be 
copied,"  he  said.  * 

The  scene  outside  the  Beijing 
No-  1  Intermediate  People’s 
Court,  where  Xu  was  tried, 
seemed  to  underscore  that  point. 

As  if  guarding  a  crime  scene, 
authorities  strung  white  and  yel¬ 
low  police  tape  outside  the  court¬ 
house,  which  sits  along  the  city’s 
mam  boulevard.  Police  officers  in 
green  uniforms  stood  at  20-yard 
intervals  along  the  sidewalk, 
which  they  had  cleared  of  pedes¬ 
trians. 

Plainclothes  officers  loitered 
about  nearby  subway  stations. 
Journalists  had  to  stand  in  a 

muddy  parking  area  nearly  a  block 
away. 

In  a  sign  that  the  govemmJfi 's 
control  of  the  media  remains  Set- 
ty  effective,  residents  who  live 
near  the  courthouse  had  no  idea 
what  was  going  on.  The  party’s 
gnp  on  information  has  left  people 
like  Xu  unknown  to  the  vast 
majority  of  Chinese. 

(The  Baltimore  Sun) 
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Republican  congressmen 
seek  Clinton  compromise 


WASHINGTON  -  Four  Re¬ 
publican  congressmen  who  voted 
to  impeach  President  Bill  Clinton 
|  joined  with  those  seeking  presi¬ 
dential  censure  yesterday  by  urg¬ 
ing  the  Senate  to  consider  options 
short  of  removal  from  office. 

'The  Senate  faces  the  prospect 
of  only  the  second  presidential 
trial  in  history  and,  since  the  last 
was  130  yeans  ago.  there  is  little 
precedent. 

Senators  were  debating  how  to 
go  about  trying  Clinton  on  two 
articles  of  impeachment. 

-  JftThe  White  House,  where 
vlinton  was  going  through  the 
typical  holiday  motions  of 
Christmas  parties  coupled  with 
presidential  duties,  was  preparing 


a  trial  defense  while  at  the  same 
time  indicating  a  willingness  to 
compromise  short  of  removal 
from  office. 

Adding  to  the  compromise 
effort  was  the  letter  four  moder¬ 
ate  Republicans  -  Reps.  Michael 
Castle  of  Delaware,  Jim 
Greenwood  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Sherwood  Boehlert  and 
Benjamin  Gilman,  both  of  New 
York  -  sent  to  Senate  Republican 
Leader  Trent  Lott  and  released 
yesterday. 

The  lawmakers  said  they  did 
not  want  their  votes  Saturday  to 
impeach  Ointon  “interpreted  to 
mean  that  we  view  removal  from 
office  as  the  only  reasonable  con¬ 
clusion  of  this  case.”  Instead,  they 


said  the  Senate  should  consider 
optioas  that  included  "a  tough 
censure  proposal,  which  would 
impose  a  fine  and  block  any  par¬ 
don” 

The  House  of  Representatives 
approved  by  mostly  party-line 
vote  two  articles  of  impeachment, 
each  of  which  ended  by  saying 
Clinton's  actions  warrant 
-removal  from  office.”  The  arti¬ 
cles  allege  perjury  and  obstruc¬ 
tion  of  justice  in  Clinton’s  han¬ 
dling  of  the  Monica  Lewinsky 
affair. 

White  House  spokesman  Joe 
Lockhart  said  the  letter  showed 
that  Republican  leaders  had 
rammed  impeachment  through 
the  House  and  if  they  had  allowed 


a  vote  on  censure  i!  would  have 
passed. 

“This  letter  ts  a  positive  sign 
that  members  on  the  Hill...  don’t 
believe  that  the  president  should 
be  removed  from  office  and  want 
to  find  a  bipartisan  way  ro  put  this 
behind  us  in  a  prompt  manner,” 
he  said. 

Democratic  Sen.  Carl  Levin  of 
Michigan  was  less  charitable, 
telling  CNN  the  letter  shows 
“how  partisan  that  process  was  ” 

“I  sure  wish  they  had  said  that 
to  their  colleagues  and  to  them¬ 
selves  prior  to  their  vote  in  the 
House.”  Levin  sai±  “It  seems  that 
would  have  been  a  more  timely 
place  and  time  ro  moke  that 
point." 


Tbe  Senate  would  need  a  twro- 
thirds  majority,  or  67  votes,  to 
remove  Ointon  from  office  and 
since  there  are  only  55 
Republicans  it  appears  unlikely 
that  would  happen. 

Clinton  has  refused  to  resign, 
despite  calls  to  do  so  from  some 
Republicans.  His  job  approval 
ratings  approach  or  exceed  70 
percent  in  several  major  public 
opinion  surveys. 

Sen.  Robert  Byrd,  a  West 
Virginia  Democrat  admired  for 
his  40  years  of  service  in  the 
Senate  and  for  his  knowledge  of 
its  history  and  procedures,  left 
open  the  possibility  of  censure, 
but  said  it  must  originate  with  the 
senators. 


Iraq:  Rockets  fired  in  south 


BAGHDAD  (Reuters)  -  Iraq 
said  yesterday  Western  warplanes 
fired  two  rockets  near  its  southern 
city  of  Basra  in  the  first  military 
action  since  last  week's  intensive 
air  strikes.  The  United  States  and 
Britain  denied  it 

Iraqi  officials  said  four  forma¬ 
tes  of  planes  violated  a  demilita- 
nSfcd  zone  between  Iraq  and 
K  a  wait  early  yesterday  and  that 
hours  later  five  formations 
returned  and  fired  two  rockets  near 
Basra. 

In  Washington,  a  Pentagon 
spokesman  sad  no  US  aircraft  had 
fired  rockets  over  Iraq  and  a  British 
Defense  Ministry  spokesman  in 
London  issued  a  similar  denial. 

Both  countries  had  waged  a  four- 
night  campaign  of  air  strikes 
against  Iraq,  which  ended  Sunday, 
to  punish  it  for  not  cooperating 
with  United  Nations  weapons 
inspectors. 

The  reported  attack  took  place  as 
a  deeply  divided  UN  Security 
Council  began  weeks  of  consulta¬ 
tions  on  the  Iraqi  crisis,  and  UN 
^j-Jrelief  workers  were  heading  back 
Tjj?  to  Baghdad  to  oversee  humanitari- 
l  '  an  programs  in  Iraq. 

US  and  British  planes  patrol  a 
1  no-fly  zone  in  south  Iraq  to  prevent 
Baghdad  threatening  its  Shi'ite 
ri,Muslnnpopiriatk)fU;.i..:,- 
■v  1  -A- .narrow  demilitarized  zone 
between  Iraq  and  Kuwait,  set  up 
after  Iraqi  occupying  troops  were 
driven  from  its  tiny  neighbor  in  the 
1  1991  Gulf  War,  is  off-limits  to  the 

•  Western  planes. 

I  Iraq’s  Deputy  Prime  Minister 

•_  Tareq  Aziz  said  Monday  that  the 
four  days  of  air  strikes  killed  62 
soldiers  and  wounded  180.  Civilian 
i  casualties  were  “much,  much 
'  more”  he  said. 

*  Iraq,  recovering  from  the  70- 
i  Aour  campaign,  went  straight  back 

ftp  the  political  offensive,  calling 
for  a  swift  end  to  sanctions  and 
rejecting  any  return  of  UN 
weapons  inspectors.  An  Iraqi  offi¬ 
cial  said  the  military  attack  had 
killed  UNSCOML 

t  “We  will  not  accept  someone 


Iraqis  begin  repairs  to  the  Saddam  Medical  City  Hospital  in  Baghdad  yesterday.  The  building  was  damaged  last  week  during  tbe 
US-British  air  bombardment  iap> 


spying  against  us.”  he  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  inspectors  -  accused  by 
Baghdad  of  being  US  agents. 

Residents  of  Baghdad  said  they 
were  ready  for  more  sacrifices,  tf 
need  be.  to  see  the  lifting  of  the 
embargo,  which  has  crippled  the 
economy  of  oil-rich  Iraq. 

“If  there  is  justice  in  the  world, 
the  sanctions  must  be  lifted  imme¬ 
diately  and  we.  as  [a]  people, 
[together  with  the]  leadership,  are 
ready  to  struggle  until  that  hap¬ 
pens,”  said  Aziz  Rashid,  a 
Baghdad  truck,  driver. 


“We  now  have  plenty  of  time  to 
invest  our  international  standing, 
which  we  gained  as  a  result  of  this 
confrontation,  [and]  to  achieve  our 
legitimate  goal  of  breaking  every 
shackle  imposed  by  America 
through  the  Security  Council,”  al- 
Qadissiya  newspaper,  the  mouth¬ 
piece  of  the  Iraqi  army,  said. 

Russia  and  China,  both  perma¬ 
nent  members  of  the  Security 
Council,  have  come  out  strongly 
against  the  US  and  British  use  of 
force  against  Iraq.  Many  Western 
and  Arab  governments  also 


expressed  concern  over  the  attacks. 

The  United  States  opposes  any 
effort  to  dismantle  economic  sanc¬ 
tions  against  Iraq  and  will  use  its 
veto  power  in  the  UN  Security 
Council  to  keep  them  in  place  if 
need  be,  the  White  House  said  yes¬ 
terday. 

A  sharply  divided  Security 
Council  is  assessing  its  Iraq  poli¬ 
cies  following  the  air  strikes. 

France  and  Germany  have  sug¬ 
gested  trying  to  find  a  new 
approach  to  controlling  Iraqi 
weapons  of  mass  destruction. 


which  could  lead  to  an  easing  of 
economic  sanctions. 

Meanwhile  US  President  Bill 
Clinton  sent  Russian  President 
Boris  Yeltsin  a  message  offering  an 
explanation  for  last  week’s  air 
strikes,  the  Kremlin  press  service 
said. 

Russia  expressed  unusually 
fierce  outrage  over  the  attacks, 
which  it  said  should  not  have 
taken  place  without  approval  from 
the  United  Nations  Security 
Council,  of  which  it  is  a  perma¬ 
nent  member. 


in  brief 

Iranian  court  rejects  appeal  of  former  mayor 

TEHERAN  (AP)  -  An  Iranian  court  has  rejected  an  appeal  by  the 
former  mayor  of  Teheran,  who  was  sentenced  to  five  years  in  jail  for 
coemption.  Gholamhossein  Kaibaschi’s  appeal  was  reviewed  by  three^ 
judges,  and  the  “charges  and  the  cases  of  conviction  remain  the  same,” 
Iran’*;  official  news  agency  reported  yesterday.  It  quoted  judiciary 
spokesman  Fotovat  Nasiri-Savadkouhi.  Tbe  Islamic  Republic  News 
Agency  did  not  say  when  the  ruling  was  made. 

Karbaschi,  an  ally  of  moderate  President  Mohammed  Khatami,  was 
sentenced  in  July  and  had  been  allowed  to  remain  free  on  bail  pending 
appeal.  JRNA  did  not  say  if  he  had  now  been  jailed,  and  judiciary  offi¬ 
cials  could  not  be  reached  for  comment 

Schroeder  cautious  on  nuclear  shutdown 

BONN  (AP)  -  German  Chancellor  Gerhard  Schroeder  denied 
reports  that  he  has  agreed  to  give  German  utilities  at  least  20  years  to 
scrap  nuclear  power,  but  he  made  it  clear  the  shutdown  won’t  be 
quick.  Schroeder’s  center-left  government  took  office  after  September 
elections  pledging  to  shut  down  Germany’s  19  nuclear  plants. 

But  in  an  interview  published  in  the  Westdeutsche  Allgemeine 
Zeitimg  newspaper,  Schroeder  rejected  pressure  from  the  environmen¬ 
talist  Greens,  his  coalition  partner,  and  others,  for  a  fast  timetable. 

Russian  Communists  to  approve  budget  quickly 

MOSCOW  (AP)  -  Russia’s  parliament  is  likely  to  give  the  1999 
draft  budget  preliminary  approval  later  this  week,  lawmakers  said  yes¬ 
terday,  but  final  passage  could  still  stall  during  later  debates.  Russia 
desperately  needs  an  austere,  realistic  budget  for  resolving  the  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis.  Hie  lower  house  of  parliament,  tbe  State  Duma,  is  to 
begin  discussing  the  draft  budget  tomorrow. 

Communist  leader  Gennady  Zyuganov,  whose  parliamentary  faction 
has  formed  the  main  resistance  to  die  government’s  budgets  in  recent 
years,  said  his  party  would  probably  give  initial  approval  to  the  draft, 
even  though  he  wasn’t  entirely  pleased  with  it 

Bulgaria’s  king  return  home  for  Christmas 

SOFIA  (Reuters)  -  Bulgaria’s  King  Simeon  U  arrived  in  Sofia  yes¬ 
terday  to  spend  his  first  Christinas  at  home  since  fleeing  his  homeland 
as  a  child  in  1946.  During  tbe  two-week  visit,  the  61 -year-old  king,  his 
Spanish  aristocrat  wife  Margarita  and  daughter  Kalina  will  inspect  the 
royal  property,  confiscated  by  the  then-communist  regime  in  1947  and 
returned  to  Simeon  earlier  this  year. 

Surf^attactedbysharkinAustrafia  I 

ADELAIDE,  Australia  (AP)  -  A  21  -year-old  woman  was  attacked  ! 
by  a  shark  yesterday  while  surfing  at  one  of  South  Australia  state's 
most  popular  surfing  beaches,  officials  said.  The  afternoon  attack 
occurred  as  the  woman  was  about  to  catch  a  wave  back  to  shore  at 
Middleton  beach,  about  80  kilometers  south  of  the  capital,  Adelaide. 

The  woman  suffered  deep  wounds  to  one  of  ber  legs,  but  was  in  satis¬ 
factory  condition  at  a  local  hospital 

Lord  Soper,  Britain’s  soapbox  preacher,  dies 

LONDON  (AP)  -The  Rev.  Lad  Soper,  a  Methodist  minister  who 
became  Britain’s  most  famous  soapbox  orator  after  he  started  weekly 
outdoor  sermons  more  than  70  years  ago,  died  yesterday.  He  was  95. 
Soper  had  just  returned  to  his  London  home  from  a  hospital  where  be 
was  being  treated  for  a  chest  infection,  the  Methodist  Church  said. 

A  lifelong  supporter  of  radical  causes,  Soper  had  taken  to  his  out¬ 
door  podium  almost  every  week  since  1926  on  Tbwer  Hill  in  east 
London  and  since  the  1940s  at  Speaker's  Corner  in  Hyde  Park.  ( 


First  American  female 
combat  pilot  joined  Iraqi  strikes 


ABOARD  THE  USS  ENTER¬ 
PRISE  (AP)  -  The  first 
American  female  fighter  pilot  to 
see  combat  action  took  part  in 
the  air  strikes  on  Iraq. 

Navy  Ll  Kendra  Williams.  26, 
flew  her  FA- 18  fighter-bomber 
as  part  of  the  attack  force 
launched  from  the  aircraft  carri¬ 
er  USS  Enterprise  in  the  Gulf. 

Williams,  who  was  raised  in 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  was  among 
the  first  group  of  women 


allowed  to  train  for  fighter  duty, 
military  officials  said  yesterday. 
She  graduated  from  jet  training 
at  the  Naval  Air  Station  in 
Kingsville.  Texas,  m  1997. 

“Women  have  only  been  in 
combat  aviation  a  few  years,” 
she  said  last  year.  “It’s  going  to 
take  time  for  people  to  adjust.” 

Women  have  been  flying  US 
military  helicopters  since  1973, 
but  they  still  are  excluded  from 
ground  combat  units. 


China  rescinds  order  for 
balloonists  to  land 


N.  Irish  peace  deal  frees  IRA  police  killers  early 


,  l  i 


ByjjOgBffMjjjj 

LONDON  (AP)  -  China  agreed 
yesterday  to  let  a  round-the- 
world  balloon  expedition  to  con¬ 
tinue  crossing  its  territory,  orga¬ 
nizers  said,  rescinding  an  order 
that  it  land  in  rugged  Himalayan 
terrain. 

Project  director  Mike  Kendrick 
said  in  London  that  the  Chinese 
granted  permission  on  condition 
that  tbe  ICO  Global  balloon  leave 
prohibited  Chinese  airspace  as 
soon  as  possible. 

“We  are  going  to  look...  for  the 
fastest,  most  direct  route  out  of 
China,  which  is  what  the  balloon 
wants  to  do  anyway,  so  we’re 
happy  to  comply  with'  that  one,” 
Kendrick  told  reporters. 

The  ICO  Global  balloon  was 
over  Tibet,  about  16  kilometers 


north  of  Bhutan,  and  Kendrick 
said  organizers  would  go  to  work 
on  plotting  a  course  to  catch  a  jet 
stream  to  move  them  swiftly  on 
their  way. 

Kendrick  also  said  tbe  crew  bad 
used  up  more  fuel  than  expected 
to  keep  the  balloon  free  of  ice 
and  was  doing  fuel  calculations 
to  determine  whether  the  situa¬ 
tion  was  serious. 

Earlier,  the  Chinese  Foreign 
Ministry  said  it  regretted  that 
British  tycoon  Richard  Branson, 
American  millionaire  Steve 
Fossett  and  Per  Lindstrand  of 
Sweden  did  not  abide  by  an  earli¬ 
er  agreement  to  fly  over  south¬ 
ernmost  China  below  26  degrees 
north  latitude. 

Beijing  bad  given  permission 
for  the  ICO  Global  balloon  to 
travel  only  over  southernmost 
China.  That  would  have  effec¬ 


tively  kept  the  balloonists  away 
from  the  Tibetan  plateau,  where 
rescue  would  be  difficult,  and  out 
of  busy  air  traffic  corridors. 

But  detours  around 
Mediterranean  storms  and  Iraq 
and  the  refusal  of  Russia  and  Iran 
to  authorize  use  of  their  airspace 
caused  the  balloon  to  cross  the 
Himalayas  farther  north  than 
planned- 

It  entered  China  400  kilometers 
north  of  the  agreed  corridor  early 
this  morning. 

Kendrick  said  Chinese  air  traf¬ 
fic  controllers  were  informed  tire 
moment  the  balloon  passed  over 
the  border,  with  an  apology 
added  to  the  communication. 

In  February,  China  withheld 
permission  for  a  European  bal¬ 
loon  team  to  fly  over  its  territory, 
forcing  an  end  to  the  round-the- 
world  bid. 


Is  eight  enough  or  too  many 


By  TERM  LAHCyOltP 


*  HOUSTON  (AP)  -  While  doc- 
tors  guard  the  fragile,  health  of  the 

I  World’s  first  surviving  set  of  octu- 
.  pleas,  the  births  have  rekindled  the 
medicaL  community's  debate  over 
the  use  of  fertility  drugs. 

I  The. /  babies  born  to  Nkemi. 

Cbtdcwn  (nih-KEHM  chuhk- 

*  WOO)  were  “a  disaster”  from  an 
ii  infertility  standpoint,  said  Dr. . 

Randle  Corfu) an,  director  of  the 
-•»|Midwest  Center  for  Reproductive 
'  pHeafth  m  Robbinsdale,  Minnesota. 

1  Corfinan  worried  fhar  insurance 
tv  companies,  may  reconsider  provid- 
'*■  ing  health  coverage  for  women  like 
Chokwu  who.  have  fertility  treat- 
L  ment  -  Others '  question  whether 
parents. who  take . fertility  drugs 
f  really- understand  tbe  heahh  risks  . 
of  underdeveloped  multiple  births:' 


“The  fact  is  that  tbe  vast  majori¬ 
ty  of  these  cases  [of  quadruplets  or 
more]  end  in  disaster,  sometimes 
for  the  mom,  most  often  for  the 
babies,”  Dr.  Alan  Coppennan  said 
in  yesterday 's  New  York  Times. 

Coppennan,  director  of  repro¬ 
ductive  endocrinology  at  Mount 
Sinai-New  York  University 
Medical  Center,  said  every  time  a 
case  like  the  Chukwus’  comes 
along,  desperate  couples  become 
more  willing  to  take  greater  risks. 

A  Saudi  woman  gave  birth  to 
three  girls  and  four  boys  in 
January,  and  the  McCaughey  sep¬ 
tupled  were  bom  in  Iowa  just  13 
months  ago.  All  of  those  babies 
have  survived. 

By  the  time  Chukwu’s  eight  tiny 
children  are  well  enough  to  be 
taken  home,  an  estimated  52  mil- 
L  lioft  Wilfcfc&Ve^been  ipent  on  their 


care,  about  $250,000  a  child,  pre¬ 
dicted  Dr.  Leonard  Weisraan,  chief 
neooatologist  at  Texas  Children’s 
Hospital. 

Doctors  said  the  infants,  who 
have  not  yet  been  named,  could  be 
in  the  hospital  for  up  to  two 
months,  while  their  mother  may  be 
released  within  a  week. 

The  six  girls  and  two  boys 
remained  in  critical  but  stable  con¬ 
dition  yesterday  at  Texas 
Children's.  The  hospital’s  Web  site 
described  the  mother  as  “alert, 
happy  and  excited”  and  said  the 
babies  had  an  uneventful  night. 

.  Seven  of  the  eight  weighed 
between  1  pound  and  1  pound  11 
ounces  at  birth.  Doctors  say  thar  in 
general,  such  babies  have  an  85 
percent  chance  of  survival  with 
today’s  improved  techniques  for 
caring  for  small  babies.  The  other 


DUBLIN  (Reuters)  -  Ireland 
yesterday  freed  from  40-year 
prison  terms  three  IRA  men  who 
killed  policemen  in  the  1980s,  pro¬ 
voking  fury  from  police  groups 
and  the  son  of  one  of  the  victims. 

Supporters  of  the  prisoner 
release  program  argue  it  is  a  cru¬ 
cial  pillar  of  Northern  Ireland’s 
peace  accord.  They  say  it  helps 
build  trust  with  armed  groups  and 
ties  them  to  their  truces  after  a  bit¬ 
ter  conflict  waged  by  pro-British 
Protestants  and  pro-Irish  Catholics 
that  killed  more  than  3,600  people. 

“While  we  are  conscious  of  tbe 
hurt  involved  for  the  bereaved  fam¬ 
ilies,  today's  releases  will  see  these 
men  reunited  with  their  families 
having  served  long  periods  of  rime 
in  jail,”  said  Martin  Ferris  of  Sinn 
Fein,  the  Irish  Republican  Army’s 
political  wing. 

But  some  politicians  and  rela¬ 
tives  have  sharply  criticized  the 
process  -  including  the  family  of 


baby  weighed  11  ounces  at  birth, 
and  her  chances  would  be  some¬ 
what  less. 

Chief  among  the  worries  with 
the  Chukwu  children  was  long 
development  Baby  A  thegiri  bom 
December  8,  was  delivered  15 
weeks  premature.  Her  two  brothers 
and  five  sisters  were  bom  Sunday 
morning,  13  weeks  early.  AJJ  were 
placed  on  ventilators. 

“It’s  alarming  in  the  sense  pre¬ 
mature  babies  have  problems.” 
Weisman  said. 

Dr.  Brian  Kirshon,  who  deliv¬ 
ered  the  oc  ruplets.  said  the  woman 
and  her  husband.  Iylce  Chukwu.  a 
respiratory  therapist  at  a  Houston 
hospital,  rejected  the  idea  of 
“selective  reduction,”  a  technique 
in  which  doctors  abort  some  fetus¬ 
es  so  others  have  a  better  chance  of 
survival. 


Seamus  Quaid,  who  was  shot  dead 
in  1980  by  Peter  Rogers,  one  of 
those  released  yesterday. 

They  expressed  their  grief  in  an 
interview  this  week  with  Mark 
Costigan  of  Dublin  radio  station 
Today  FM. 

“We’re  all  very  angry  and  very 
upset  about  it,”  said  Eamonn 


Quaid,  who  was  14  when  his  father 
was  killed  after  stopping  Rogers  at 
a  checkpoint  and  finding  explo¬ 
sives  in  bis  van. 

“I’ll  take  it  to  my  grave,”  he 
added.  “It’s  like  a  family  bereave¬ 
ment  all  over  again.” 

He  said  prisoners  convicted  of 
murder  should  have  been  excluded 


from  the  program,  and  added: 
‘The  peace  process  is  a  sham  as  far 
as  I  can  see.” 

In  British-ruled  Northern 
Ireland,  more  than  200  members  of 
armed  groups  have  been  freed 
since  tbe  accord  in  April  offered 
amnesties  to  members  of  guerrilla 
groups  observing  cease-fires. 
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A  different  kind  of  toughness 


The  departure  of  MK  Dan  Meridor  from 
the  Likud  marks  a  sad  crossroads  for  that 
proud  party,  but  opens  a  hopeful  prospect 
for  the  Israeli  voter. 

Meridor  is  expected  to  be  joined  by  former 
Chief  of  General  Staff  LL-Gen.  (res.)  Amnon 
Lipkin-Shahak,  representing  a  similar,  if  lesser, 
blow  to  the  Labor  Party.  Though  Meridor  and 
Shahak  seem  primarily  motivated  by  a  desire  to 
unseat  Prime  Minister  Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
many  Israelis  who  have  become  used  to  voting 
against  another  candidate  will  have  the  pleasure 
of  voting  for  a  team  in  which  they  place  high 
hopes. 

The  direct  election  system  has  introduced 
American-style  politics  to  Israel,  in  which  the 
race  for  the  top  becomes  highly  personal.  The 
last  election,  between  Netanyahu  and  Peres,  was 
more  a  contest  between  two  individuals  than 
between  their  two  parties,  but  party  and  ideolo¬ 
gy  also  played  an  important  role. 

The  next  election  will  not  only  revolve  even 
more  around  personality  than  ideology,  but  also 
revolve  around  that  most  personal  of  traits: 
character.  Netanyahu's  two  current  declared 
rivals.  Meridor  and  Labor  chairman  Ehud 
Barak,  are  clearly  focusing  their  campaigns  on 
Netanyahu's  character  and  style  of  leadership 
and  much  less  on  his  agenda. 

Meridor,  in  particular,  has  little  quarrel  with 
Netanyahu’s  stated  agenda.  Yesterday,  Meridor 
described  himself  as  a  Land  of  Israel  loyalist 
who  will  tight  tenaciously  to  safeguard  Israel's 
national  and  security  interests  in  the  tough 
negotiations  ahead.  Like  Netanyahu,  Meridor 
believes  that  the  Oslo  agreement  was  deeply 
flawed,  but  that  it  created  a  reality  which  must 
be  made  the  best  of,  not  overturned. 

The  interesting  question  is  whether  the  dean, 
gentlemanly  politics  that  Meridor  represents 
stand  a  chance  in  the  rough  crucible  of  an  elec¬ 
tion  campaign  and,  more  importantly,  the  test  of 
governance.  The  public  is  wondering,  does 
Meridor  have  what  it  takes  to  win,  or  is  the 
whiny,  painfully  meek  caricature  of  him  on  the 
Hartzujm  accurate? 

Perhaps  hoping  to  shed  this  image,  Meridor's 
opening  salvo  against  Netanyahu  was  tough  and 
personal.  After  accusing  him  repeatedly  of 
“turning  lying  into  part  of  our  daily  life  and 
breaking  promises  into  a  norm."  Meridor  also 
struck  below  the  belt  with  two  references  to 
Netanyahu’s  “many  years  abroad.”  as  if  that 
made  him  less  of  an  Israeli. 

Indeed,  most  of  Meridor’s  statement  was  a 
dire  description  of  the  “hopeless"  situation  to 
which  Netanyahu  has  brought  the  nation  in  the 
diplomatic,  economic,  and  social  spheres.  Aside 
from  a  general  call  for  "reasoned,  compassion¬ 
ate,  responsible  and  credible  leadership” 
Meridor’s  campaign  began  with  more  of  what 


he  is  not  -  Netanyahu  —  than  what  he  stands  for. 

It  is  perhaps  in  the  nature  of  a  challenger's 
campaign  against  an  incumbent  that  it  be  pri¬ 
marily  negative  -  more  against  what  is  than  pre¬ 
senting  a  positive  vision  and  program  for  what 
could  be.  It  is  not  really  necessary,  after  all,  for 
Meridor  to  discredit  the  political  style  embraced 
by  Netanyahu;  Netanyahu  himself  has  done 
that.  The  assumption  that  a  certain  style  of 
toughness  is  a  prerequisite  for  victory  may  no 
longer  he  valid  -  in  fact  it  may  no  longer  even 
be  an  asset. 

Meridor,  rather  than  reinventing  himself, 
would  do  better  to  capitalize  upon  the  public's 
weariness  with  the  politics  of  division  and  ver¬ 
bal  aggression.  It  will  likely  backfire  on 
Netanyahu,  for  example,  to  attempt  to  lump 
Meridor,  Shahak,  and  Barak  together  as  simply 
“the  Left,"  as  if  only  he  is  strong  enough  to 
resist  concessions  in  negotiations. 

The  previous  government  lost  because  of  a 
perception  that  it  would  do  almost  anything  to 
continue  the  peace  process:  the  current  govern¬ 
ment  could  well  lose  due  to  the  opposite  per¬ 
ception  -  that  it  will  stop  the  peace  process 
given  any  excuse.  Jn  reality,  neither  perception 
was  accurate. 

The  Rabin  and  Peres  governments  gained 
Israel  substantial  credibility  and  good  will  in 
the  international  arena,  which  produced  payoffs 
in  terms  of  Israel’s  acceptance  in  die  Arab 
world  and  the  isolation  of  Arab  opponents  to 
the  peace  process.  The  Netanyahu  government, 
on  die  other  hand,  tempered  the  impression  that 
Israel  would  continue  with  the  peace  process 
no  matter  how  sporadically  the  Palestinians 
complied  with  their  commitments,  thereby 
increasing  Israel’s  negotiating  leverage  in  some 
respects. 

TTie  problem  is  that  neither  approach  worked 
fully,  because  Rabin  and  Peres  tended  to  hoard 
their  credibility  rather  than  spend  it  by  insisting 
upon  Palestinian  compliance,  while  Netanyahu 
has  insisted  on  compliance  without  first  build¬ 
ing  the  credibility  necessary  for  his  demands  to' 
be  internationally  recognized.  ir 

Concerning  the  peace  process,  the  potential 
behind  the  Meridor  candidacy  is  to  combine 
both  approaches  in  a  way  that  will  be  acceptable 
to  a  large  majority  of  Israelis,  thereby  maximiz¬ 
ing  Israel’s  negotiating  position  without  leaving 
either  the  Left  or  the  Right  feeling  disenfran¬ 
chised.  On  the  economic  and  social  front,  he 
also  represents  a  great  potential  for  creating  a 
positive  synthesis,  but  has  yet  to  offer  any  con¬ 
crete  program. 

Whether  he  is  given  the  chance  will  depend  on 
whether  Israelis  recognize  in  him  a  different 
kind  of  toughness,  and  whether  he  resists  the 
temptation  to  imitate  the  negative  style  of  his 
adversaries. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

WE’RE  THE  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE 


Sir,-  Arik  Ben-Zvi.  student 
organizer  of  Four  Mothers 
(December  4),  recalls  that  visiting 
ihe  Vietnam  War  Memorial  helped 
change  him  from  supporter  to 
opponent  of  the  Israeli  security 
zone  in  Lebanon. 

Unfortunately,  he's  identifying 
with  the  wrong  party  to  that  war. 

We're  not  the  Americans,  we're 
the  South  Vietnamese.  Unlike  the 
Americans,  we  don't  have  the  lux¬ 
ury  of  saying  that  we  are  not  will¬ 
ing  to  sacrifice  our  lives  for  a 
cause  when  our  immediate  exis¬ 
tence  is  not  threatened. 

The  American  peace  movement 
brought  peace  to  America  and 


destruction  to  South  Vietnam.  Just 
like  the  pacifist  movement  prior  to 
World  War  II,  it  greatly  aided  Ihe 
aggressor  by  downplaying  the 
danger  and  eviscerating  the  will  to 
resist. 

As  a  student  of  political  science. 
Ben-Zvi  will  find  that,  historically, 
the  political  will  to  oppose  aggres¬ 
sion  backed  by  the  military 
strength  to  combat  it  is  the  only 
preventive  to  the  destabilization 
that  leads  to  war. 


Sincerely, 
T.  HOROWITZ-KATZ 


Neveh  Daniel. 


ARE  WE  SO  STUPID? 


Sir.-  I  am  constantly  amazed  at 
the  ability  of  otherwise  intelligent 
people  to  propose  mind-boggling- 
ly  short-sighted  and  even  danger¬ 
ous  ideas,  especially  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  realm. 

Such  an  idea  was  proposed  by 
MK  Yossi  Beilin  (December  15.) 
Item  number  2  in  his  proposal 
states:  “Israel  will  express  its  will¬ 
ingness  to  release  security  prison¬ 
ers  and  refrain  from  releasing 
thieves  and  rapists.” 

Cold-blooded,  pre-mediating 
murderers  of  children,  women,  and 
old  people  have  now  been  sanitized 
to  less  than  the  level  of  a  thief? 


Does  the  architect  of  Oslo,  by  far 
and  away  the  worst  document  of  its 
kind  ever  perpetrated  upon  a 
nation,  really  believe  we  are  so  sni- 
pid.  that  we  will  agree  to  ram  black 
into  white,  night  into  day,  bloody 
murderers  into  dower  sellers? 

Scariest  scenario  of  all  is  that 
Mr.  Beilin  (and  other  would-be 
Chamberlains)  actually  believe 
self  destructive  proposals  Hire  this 
can  possibly  lead  to  anything  even 
remotely  resembling  real  peace. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  IDF 

Sir,-  I  appeal  to  the  Chaplain  of 
the  Israel  Defense  Forces,  to  meet 
with  those  new  recruits  coming 
from  various  countries  as  off¬ 
spring  of  mixed  marriages  who 
are.  halachically.  not  Jewish. 

Serious  efforts  must  be  made  to 
open  discussions  regarding  their 
army  service,  particularly  with 
those  who  may  find  themselves  on 
■the  front  lines,  facing  the  ultimate 
sacrifice,  death.  They  must  be 
made  to  understand  what  painful 
complications  and  consequences 
may  result  when  burial  procedures 
must  be  dealt  with. 

This  line  of  communication  with 
those  idealistic  recruits  must  be 
opened  and  carried  on  with  the 
utmost  humanitarian  interests  at 
heart.  They  have  joined  us  here  in 
the  Jewish  state,  and  they  deserve 
the  dignity,  respect  and  ultimate  in 
Jewish  military  honors  in  life,  as 
well  as  in  death. 

Nobody  else,  (not  even  their  par¬ 
ents;  should  make  the  choice  for 
them.  It  must  be  them  alone,  once 
all  the  facts  are  bared. 

In  order  to  feel  that  they 
“belong,”  an  outreach  effort  must 
be  made  to  each  and  every  immi¬ 
grant  soldier  who  has  chosen  to 
put  his  or  her  fate  in  the  hands  and 
hearts  of  our  IDF. 


MIKE  LEVINE 
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Tel  Aviv. 
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FROM  OUR  ARCHIVES 


50  years  ago:  On  December  23, 
I94S!  The  Palestine  Post  reported 
that  Mr.  Harold  Beeley,  head  of 
the  Middle  East  Division  of  the 
British  Foreign  Office  and  the 
chief  Middle  East  adviser  to  Mr. 
Bevin.  the  Foreign  Secretary',  had 
been  relieved  of  his  office  after 
humiliations  suffered  by  the 
British  delegation  during  the 


Security  Council’s  Palestine  con¬ 
flict  debate.  It  was  expected  that 
this  would  herald  a  new  era  in  the 
hitherto  strained  British-Israeli 
relations. 

25  years  ago:  On  December  23. 
1973.  The  Palestine  Post  reported 
from  Geneva  on  the  first  phase  of 
the  historic  Israel-Arab  peace 


conference  which  adjourned  after 
a  15-minute  closed  session  that 
decided  to  tackle  the  question  of 
Israel-Egyptian  military  disen¬ 
gagement  Israeli  and  Egyptian  j 
spokesmen  expressed  satisfaction 
at  the  outcome  of  this  opening 
move. 

Alexander  Zvielli 


Wednesday,  December  23, 1998  The  Jerusalem  Post 

Peaceful 
parley 


A  central  question 


So  the  Knesset  has  finally 
decided  on  early  elections, 
and  political  parties,  old  and 
new.  wilt  be  preparing  for  the 
looming  battle. 

Among  the  new  parties  that  may 
spring  up  is  the  long-talked-about 
centrist  party,  which,  supporters 
of  such  u  party  believe,  could  well 
bold  the  balance  of  power  after  the 
next  elections  and  may  even  put 
up  a  successful  candidate  for 
prime  minister. 

Whatever  way  you  look  at  it, 
however,  a  centrist  party  and  a 
third  candidate  for  prime  minister 
will  hurt  the  Labor  Party  much 
more  than  the  Likud. 

AH  three  potential  prime  minis¬ 
terial  candidates  -  Amnon  Lipkin- 
Shahak,  Dan  Meridor  and  Ronni 
Milo  -  will  be  supported  by  mid¬ 
dle-class  Ashkenazi  voters,  who 
traditionally  cast  their  ballots  for 
Labor.  An  extreme  right-wing 
candidate  might  affect  the  chances 
of  Prime  Minister  Binyamin 
Netanyahu  being  re-elected,  but 
not  to  the  same  extent  that  either 
of  the  three  centrist  candidates 
would  affect  Ehud  Barak's 
chances  of  becoming  premier. 

The  real  threat  to  Netanyahu 
would  be  an  alternative  candidate, 
such  as  Ehud  Olm ert  or  Limor 
Livnat,  rising  from  within  the 
Likud.  But  Netanyahu  has  spent 
much  of  the  past  two  years  ensur¬ 
ing  an  almost  automatic  majority 
for  MmselflwiiMii  theiparty.  itself. 

Olmert,  meanwhile,  is  unlikely 
to  relinquish  the  Jerusalem  may¬ 
oralty  this  early  in  his  second  term. 
Being  mayor  of  Jerusalem  affords 
him  a  national  and  international 
posture  which  is  probably  only 
second  to  that  of  the  prime  minister 
himself,  and  be  may  well  decide  to 
wait  until  the  next  elections. 

Nor  would  Livnat  be  likely  to 
grab  the  top  post  at  this  stage.  But 
any  anemp:  to  do  so  could  well 
enhance  her  position  within  the 
Likud,  and  make  her  a  candidate 
for  a  senior  ministerial  position  if 
the  Likud  were  to  reram  victorious 
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again,  and  an  almost  certain  candi¬ 
date  four  years  down  the  road. 

Shahak,  of  course,  remains  the 
great  unknown. 

Probably  more  than  any  other 
previous  chief  of  staff,  Shahak 
has  become  identified  with  the 
Left,  but  he  is  equally  aware  that 
he  stands  to  gain  most  by  playing 
for  the  center,  where  the  past  two 
national  elections  were  won. 

Most  people  bad  assumed  that 
Barak  would  fill  the  centrist  role 

A  centrist  party 
and  prime 
ministerial 
candidate  in  the 
forthcoming 
elections  will  hurt 
the  Labor  Party 
much  more 
than  the  Likud 


vacated  by  the  late  Yitzhak  Rabin. 
But  Barak  has  not  proven  to  be  a 
successful  opposition  leader  he 
has  been  unable  to  create  a 
momentum  of  true  opposition  to 
the  Netanyahu  government, 
despite  its  many  failings. 

"Shahak  will  not,  at  this  stage, 
challenge  Barak  for  the  leadership 
of  the  Labor  Party  -  not  least 
because  he  is  not  a  member  of  the 
party.  If  there  is  a  challenge  to 
Barak  from  within,  it  will  not  take 
place  prior  to  the  elections, 
although  if  Barak  fails  to  be  elected 
prime  minister,  he  will  probably  be 
removed  much  more  quickly  than 
Labor  Party  leaders  of  the  past 

Such  a  challenge  is  more  likely 
to  come  from  the  direction  of 
Haim  Ramon,  rather  than  Shahak. 
the  former  being  a  dying  breed  in 
contemporary  Israeli  politics  -  a 


civilian. 

Which  raises  another  issue. 

THE  growing  influence  of  former 
military  leaders  fa  the  politics  of 
the  state  has  reached  unbearable 
proportions.  The  almost  automatic 
assumption  that  figures  such  as 
Barak,  Sharon.  Yitzhak 
Mordechai,  Avigdor  Kahalani, 
Shahak,  Rafael  Eitan,  Rehavsm 
Ze’evi,  and  Ephraim  Sneh  -  to 
name  some  of  the  most  prominent 
-  should  automatically  take  the 
reins  of  state  following  their 
retirement  from  active  duty,  raises 
some  serious  questions  about  the 
nature  of  Israeli  democracy  and 
the  way  decisions  are  made. 

The  emergence  of  Shahak  as  a 
possible  candidate  for  prime  min¬ 
ister  when  no  one  knows  anything 
about  his  political  views,  and 
when  he  has  had  no  experience 
running  anything  in  civilian  life,  is 
the  latest,  and,  most  extreme, 
example  of  this  unhealthy  domi¬ 
nation  of  civilian  life  by  ex-mili¬ 
tary  figures. 

It  was  evidenced  again  in  Leah 
Rabin’s  recent  statement  that 
Yitzhak  Rabin  saw  both  Barak  and 
Shahak  as  natural  inheritors  of  his 
role  as  warrior  turned  peacemaker. 

Bui  in  that  statement  she  also 
exhibited  one  of  her  rare  moments 
of  political  wisdom,  making  it 
crystal  clear- that  -a  direct  con¬ 
frontation  between  the  two  in  the 
forthcoming  poH  would  be  the  best 
present  Netanyahu  could  have.  It 
would  split  the  center  and  left-of- 
center  vote,  leaving  the  door  open 
for  Netanyahu  to  win  by  default  - 
perhaps  even  in  the  first  round. 

There  are,  of  course,  still  many 
players  who  may  yet  take  the  field 
and  other  pieces  of  the  political 
jigsaw  puzzle  to  be  put  in  place. 

For  those  of  us  who  enjoy 
intrigues  and  speculations  -  in 
other  words,  those  of  us  who  are 
not  yet  fed  up  with  national  poli¬ 
tics  -  the  next  few  months 
promise  to  be  an  interesting, 
indeed 


For  Clinton, 

class  is  an  issue 


A*  sex  and  personal  politics 
threaten  not  only  to  unseat 
a  president  but  also  to 
irrevocably  change  the  constitu¬ 
tional  process,  it  is  worth  reflect¬ 
ing  upon  how  the  current  scandal, 
like  previous  sex  scandals,  reveals 
the  relentless  triad  of  race,  class 
and  gender. 

As  in  the  Anita  Hill-Clarence 
Thomas  controversy  and  the  O.J. 
Simpson  trial,  it  is  impossible  in 
this  scandal  to  look  at  gender 
without  looking  at  race,  to  look  at 
race  without  looking  at  class  or  to 
try  as  we  might  (and  we  do)  to 
see  these  scandals  as  only  about 
sex. 

The  sense  of  disbelief  with 
which  Congress  continues  to  greet 
the  polls  on  Americans  supporting 
the  president  points  to  a  funda¬ 
mental  discrepancy  in  the  man 
whom  they  see.  particularly  on 
issues  of  gender  and  race. 

Mainstream  feminists  and 
female  senators  have  been  criti¬ 
cized  for  continuing  to  see  Bill 
Clinton,  a  man  who  admits  to  a 
highly  risky  affair  with  a  woman 
nearly  30  years  his  junior,  as  a 
feminist  politician  who  has  done 
right  by  women.  News  stories 
have  stated  that  many  black 
Americans  see  Clinton  as  the  first 
black  president,  in  part  because 
they  believe  he  is  being  persecut¬ 
ed  like  a  black  man. 

Politicians  and  the  media  may 
see  Clinton  as  a  philandering  and 
manipulative  man.  but  these  con¬ 
stituencies  see  him  as  one  of  them. 

At  the  same  time,  there  is  no 
denying  that  Clinton  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  for  whom  class  has  always 
been  an  issue.  Criticisms  of 
Clinton  throughout  his  political 
career  have  consistently  deployed 
class  stereotypes  of  the  white 
cracker  or  a  bubba,  someone  who 
can't  control  his  appetite,  who 
eats  junk  food,  who  hugs  other 
politicians  with  little  reserve. 


MARITA  STURKEN 

The  Washington  Beltway 
crowd  has  never  forgiven  Clinton 
for  being  too  Arkansan.  And 
nowhere  is  this  more  obvious 
than  in  his  choice  of  extramarital 
women. 

The  American  public  is  well 
aware  that  presidents  have  had 
mistresses  throughout  history,  yet 
they  have  for  the  most  pan  cho¬ 
sen  women  of  their  own  class. 
(There  is  rhe  exception  of  JFK, 
who  is  now  known  to  have 
brought  prostitutes  into  the  White 
House;  his  class  status  remains 
unassailable.)  The  presidential 
affairs  of  the  past  were  conducted 
with  discreet  women  who  could 
be  counted  on  to  play  by  the 
roles. 

Which  brings  us,  of  course,  to 
former  White  House  intern 
Monica  Lewinsky,  and  inevitably 
to  former  confidante  Linda 
Tripp. 

FULFILLING  the  stereotypes  of 
the  female  sexual  predator  and 
conniver,  this  extraordinarily 
unsympathetic  pair  have  made 
clear  the  limits  of  the  concept  of 
sisterhood  (and  probably  done 
irreparable  damage  to  future 
claims  by  women  of  sexual 
harassment). 

Yet  their  pubUc  personas  are 
also  about  class.  She  may  have 
grown  up  in  a  wealthy  Jewish 
family  in  Beverly  Hills,  but 
Lewinsky  has  low-class  written  all 
over  her  public  portrayals,  pre¬ 
cisely  because  she  talked,  not  just 
to  her  mother  and  many  confi¬ 
dants,  but  to  Tripp. 

It  is  painful  to  imagine  the  col¬ 
lective  hours  spent  by  Americans 
listening  to  the  Monica/Linda 
tapes.  It  mokes  one  long  for  Nixon 
and  Haldcman.  At  least  they  were 
talking  about  real  crimes. 


Lewinsky  is  like  the  embarrass¬ 
ing  relative  with  no  table  manners 
who  doesn't  understand  the  social 
decorum  at  the  nation's  dinner 
table.  And  with  her  book  deal  she 
promises  to  stay  long  after  the 
party  is  over. 

Yet,  coming  from  Beverly  Hills 
has  also  given  her  a  sense  of  priv¬ 
ilege. 

We  were  witness  in  the  Starr 
report  to  a  remarkably  pushy 
insistence  that  she  be  given  a  job, 
not  just  any  job,  but  a  job  of  her 
choosing.  We  saw  the  unbeliev¬ 
able  spectacle  of  a  24-year-old 
intern  threatening  the  president  of 
the  United  States  if  he  didn't  get 
her  what  she  wanted.  Roseanne 
used  to  joke  that  she  was 
America's  worst  nightmare:  white 
trash  with  money. 

But  Lewinsky  is  worse,  the  per¬ 
verse  offspring  of  the  circus  of 
American  politics  and  media: 
white  trash  with  a  sense  of  entitle¬ 
ment. 

The  Republicans  continue  to 
parade  this  spectacle  on  the  world 
stage  against  the  wishes  of  the 
majority  of  Americans.  They  may 
come  to  regret  this,  since  there 
are  some  primary  lessons  about 
the  taint  of  trash  that  they  clearly 
have  yet  to  learn.  How  many 
more  of  them  will  have  to  confess 
to  their  own  behavior,  like  erst¬ 
while  Speaker-elect  Bob 
Livingston? 

These  representatives  have 
become  the  nation's  uncouth  rela¬ 
tives,  mining  sibling  rivalries  and 
washing  dirty  laundry  in  public. 
Despite  the  fact  that  his  indeco¬ 
rous  behavior  started  this  national 
debacle,  Clinton  may  survive  his 
presidency  through  his  refusal  to 
talk  trash,  by  refusing  to  talk 
about  sex  -  unlike  independent 
counsel  Kenneth  Starr.  Congress 
and  the  media. 

(Los  Angeles  Times ) 
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Amid  the  gloom  and  doom 
emanating  from  tbe 
Knesset  and  the  White 
House,  a  report  in  Monday’s 
Yediot  Aharonot  should  give  us 
'  for  genuine  optimism:  An 

experimental  program  for  conflict 
resolution  is  soon  to  be 'imple¬ 
mented  in  our  battle-ridden  land. 

In  an  effort  to  relieve  the  courts 
of  their  ever-increasing  role  as 
King  Solomon,  a  team  of  Wise 
Men  got  together  and  last  week 
launched  the  innovative  program, 
to  be  operated  initially  iu  10  com¬ 
munity  centers  throughout  the 
country.  ■ 

The  team:  representatives  from 
several,  government  ministries 
(Justice,  Internal  Security, 
Education  and  Labor)  as  well  as 
from  the  Association  of 
Community  Centers  and  the  Joint 
Distribution  Committee. 

The  plan:  to  establish,  neighbor¬ 
hood  mediation  centers  to  settle 
civil  disputes. 

.  The  concept:  to  provide  an 
alternative  venue  to  the  court¬ 
room  for  the  settling  of  these  dis¬ 
putes. 

The  types  of  cases  to  be  medi¬ 
ated:  family  feuds,  business 
bungles,  neighbor  vs.  neighbor, 
citizen  against  local  authority, 
etc. 

The  condition  for  eligibility:  Ail 
parties  involved  in  a  particular 
dispute  agree  to  the  mediation. 

According  to  project  coordina¬ 
tor  Shai  Ben-Yosef,  this  kind  of 
mediation  network  has  had  an 
80%  success  rate  elsewhere  in  the 
world.  Where  this  “elsewhere"  is, 
he  didn't  specify.  I'd  be  willing  to 
make  a  wild  guess,  though,  that 
it’s  not  anywhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Middle  East. 

Personally,  I'm  delighted  about 
this  upbeat  shift  in  concept 
Courtrooms  are  such  cold  institu¬ 
tions,  after  all,  in  which  musty  old 
judges  impose  their  will  on  inno¬ 
cent  sparring  partners. 
“Boardrooms”,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  which  parties  convene  for 
peaceful  parley,  are  congenial  set¬ 
tings.  Like  Wye  Plantation,  for 
example. 

I  REMEMBER  one  such  “peace¬ 
ful  parley”  in  the  living  room  of  a 
neighbor  of  yore.  A  touchy-feely 
former  American  with  a  back¬ 
ground  in  social  work,  be  took  it 
upon  himself  to  act  as  mediator  in 
a  tenants’ dispute.  ; 

This  had  to  do  with  another 
neighbor  wbo  insisted  on  parking 
all  three  of  his  cars  in  the  build¬ 
ing’s  small  lot  simultaneously. 
Since  there  were  only  six  spaces 
in  the  parking  lot  -  in  spite  of 
there  being  twelve  apartments  in 
the  building  -  the  tenants'  com¬ 
mittee  had  agreed  that  the  only 
fair  policy  would  be  one  of  “first 
come,  first  serve.” 

The  neighbor  with  the  vehicular 
fleet  had  disagreed. 

“I’ve  lived  in  this  building 
longer  than  any  of  you,"  he  had 
said.  “I  have  a  right  to  three 
spaces.” 

To  ensure  that  we  all  under¬ 
stood  the  justice  of  his  position, 
he  had  painted  white  lines  around 
the  spaces  be  claimed  to  be  his. 
To  ensure  that  we  would  all 
adhere  to  his  decree,  be  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  remove  the  air  from  the 
tires  of  any  “trespassers." 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  a 
representative  of  each  apart¬ 
ment.  The  tire  tyrant  came  as 
well,  ready  and  willing  to 
remind  us  that  be  had  lived  in 
the  building  well  before  any  of 
us  upstarts  had  moved  in  and 
started  acting  as  though  we 
owned  the  place. 

Coffee,  tea  and  cookies  were 
served  by  the  host's  wife  on  a  sil¬ 
ver  tray.  Everything  was  fine  until 
the  point  of  contention  was 
broached.  No  matter  what  our 
“mediator”  said,  no  matter  how 
calmly  the  issue  was  discussed, 
our  neighbor  would  not  budge. 

“If  any  of  you  park  in  my 
spaces  again,  next  time  I’ll  slash 
your  tires,"  he  said,  delicately  sip¬ 
ping  his  mint  tea.  Our  American 
social  worker,  with  his  special 
knack  for  listening,  understand- 
ing  and  compromising,  employed 
ail  of  his  talents  to  prevent  what 
ensued. 

“You  stupid  Moroccan!"  bel¬ 
lowed  one  tenant,  by  now  exas¬ 
perated. 

“Watch  your  mouth,  yon 
Persian  cheapskate!"  came  the 
reply. 

And  then  everybody  got  into  the 
act.  Epithets  about  the  mothers 
sistere  and  wives  of  the  partici- 
pams  were  hurled  every  which 
w*y-  The  party  ended  just  in  the 
nick  of  tune,  before  any  arma) 
punching  began. 

One  tenant  whispered  disgust¬ 
edly  at  our  host  “Cut  the  cran 
already.  We’ve  got  to  fight  fin* 
with  fire.”  Another  left,  deter¬ 
mined  to  involve  the  police  I 
snuck  out,  resigned  to  kissing  any 
chance  of  parking  under  the 
building  good-bye. 

When  ours  and  other  neighbor¬ 
hoods  countrywide  are  equipped 
with  mediation  centers,  80%  of 
stories  like  this  are  supposed  to 
end  differently.  But  even  if  they 
don  u  at  least  we  will  have  creat- 
ed  a  whole  new  slew  of  govern¬ 
ment  jobs. 
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They  have  been  chastised  as 
cold,  selfish,  child-hating  or 
workaholic.  Sometimes, 
complete  strangers  will  question 
their  sexual  orientation,  their  nor¬ 
malcy,  even  their  fertility. 

Do  the  women  interviewed  by 
freelance  journalist  Terri  Casey 
deserve  such  societal  scorn?  Their 
only  offense  was  this:  They  elected 
not  to  have  children. 

“What  I  see  out  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  bewilderment  about 
women  who  make  this  choice," 
Casey  said.  "People  want  to  look 
for  a  pathology  and  find  out  what 
went  wrong." 

A  Seattle  resident,  Casey  has 
more  than  a  passing  knowledge  of 
the  decision-making  process.  The 
44-year-old  former  newspaper 
reporter  and  editor  decided  long 
ago  not  to  have  a  child  of  her  own. 

(For  the  record:  She  is  married, 
happily,  for  12  years,  healthy, 
enjoying  her  life  and  has  a  perfect¬ 
ly  amicable  relationship  with  her 
mother.) 

The  choice  was  relatively  easy 
for  Casey,  and  she  never  got  much 
grief  about  it  Still,  she  hod  little  in 
the  way  of  role  models  -  rarely  are 
childless  women  depicted  in  the 
media  in  any  positive  manner,  nor 
is  the  subject  even  commonly  dis¬ 
cussed. 

Yet  here  are  the  facts:  Their 
ranks  are  growing.  One  in  five  US 
women  between  the  ages  of  40  and 
44  were  without  a  child  in  1995,  up 
10  percent  from  1975,  without  a 
significant  increase  in  infertility. 

While  census  questions  never 
delve  into  the  women's  motiva¬ 
tions,  Casey  speculates  that  per¬ 
haps  two  to  five  million  women  are 
childless  by  choice. 

That  fact  inspired  her  to  write 
Pride  and  Joy.  a  book  about  The 
Lives  and  Passions  of  Women 
Without  Children.  It  is  a  collection 
of  25  profiles  gleaned  from  inter¬ 
views  with  50  women  who  have 
chosen  not  to  raise  a  family. 

AT  a  recent  appearance  at  a  book¬ 
store,  Casey  said  she  hoped  her 
book  would  help  repudiate  the 
misconceptions  people  have  about 
childless  women.  She'd  also  like  to 
give  some  validation  to  the  women 
who  make  that  choice. 

“I  never  set  out  to  do  this  book 
because  I  felt  1  needed  to  be 


Being  childless  by  choice 
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Dislc- 
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Find  your  way 
from  here  to  there 

hotels,  restaurants  and  other 
points.  You  can  mark  the  setting- 
off  point  with  a  flag,  choose  the 
destination  with  another  marker, 
send  the  program  into  its  calcula¬ 
tion  mode  and  watch  it  draw  a 
map.  One-way  roads  that  you 
can't  enter  from  your  end  are 
clearly  marked. 

The  intercity  maps  take  you 
_  _  from  one  locality  to  any  other  in 

By  Judy  Siegel-Kzkovich  the  country  and  do  not  reach 

down  to  the  street-number  level 
r-  Maslulon  99  ( Road  Maps  99),  a  (if  they  did.  there  would  be  no 

series  of  computerized  road  maps  point  in  buying  both  the  regional 

in  Hebrew,  by  ham  Software,  dis-  and  intercity  versions). 

"i  tributed  by  Makhshevet,  for  The  user  can  request  a  route  at 

■-.*  teenagers  and  adults.  various  speeds,  be  informed  of 

Regions:  Herzliya,  Ra'anana.  the  type  of  roads  (dual  carriage, 
Kfar  Sava.  Hod  Hasharon  and  with  or  without  shoulders,  dirt 
• :  v-T  Ramat  Hasharon;  Tel  Aviv :  road,  and  so  on)  or  ask  to  avoid 

/• — Ashdod.  Ashkelon  and  Kiryat  routes  with  many  traffic  lights. 

;  Gat ;  Rishon  Lezion,  Ness  Ziona  When  you  click  a  calculator  icon. 

'[  ond  Rehovot;  Petah  Tikva.  Rosh  the  program  computes  the  best 

V  Ha’ayin.  Ramla  and  Lod;  Afula,  route  from  A  to  B  and  produces 

Nazareth,  Tiberias,  Hadera  and  written  instructions  on  what 
Netanya;  Beersheba,  Dimona  roads  to  take  and  when  to  turn 
a  and  Arad;  Ramat  Gan.  Bnei  Brak  right  or  left. 

’  fj  ~-~jand  Givatayim;  Jerusalem  and  You  can  zoom  in  or  out  of  each 
’  y~- *  Beit  Shemesh;  Haifa,  Acre  and  area  on  the  map  or  change  the  in- 

-  the  Haifa  suburbs  -  each  region-  house  yardstick  from  as  close  as 

al  disk  costs  NIS  99.  1/1 000  to  as  far  as  1/250,000  or 

Intercity; disk  covering  all  the  .other  points  in  between.- Every  . 
regio^i^  -txtsis-  ^NIS^  ^299;  ■■  .-section  .of  map-chat  appears^  on.. 
Jerusalem,  Tel  AviV>w%d;  Haifa rthe  screen’ has'-iffx  artows.'ifc^the' 
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More  and  more  American  women  are  opting 
out  of  motherhood.  One  journalist  set  out  to 
discover  why.  Peter  Jensen  reports 


affirmed,  but  I  left  these  interviews 
feeling  almost  high  about  it."  she 
said. 

“It  was  their  energy,  the  open¬ 
ness  of  these  women,  how  they  felt 
they  were  being  true  to  themselves 
and  their  inner  voices." 

Casey’s  women  run  the  gamut  - 
from  age  25  to  84,  from  various 
social  classes  and  parts  of  the 
country.  None  says  she  regrets  her 
decision. 

One  of  the  youngest,  a  26-year- 
old  inner-city  elementary  school 
teacher,  feels  like  a  mother  with 
ho-  class  and  “can’t  imagine  how 
women  come  home  after  a  day  of 


teaching  and  do  the  same  thing 
with  their  own  kids." 

Indeed,  most  of  her  subjects  see 
motherhood  as  a  sacrifice  that 
would  overwhelm  primary  inter¬ 
ests  such  as  friends,  career  and 
spouse. 

The  women  often  describe  them¬ 
selves  as  loving  children,  but  lack 
the  desire  to  have  a  child  them¬ 
selves. 

Conversely,  they  are  often  criti¬ 
cal  of  women  who  don't  carefully 
consider  the  consequences  of 
childbirth  -  at  least  not  as  serious¬ 
ly  as  day  do. 

“It's  pretty  clear  from  everything 


we  see  around  us  that  people  who 
probably  shouldn’t  be  having  chil¬ 
dren  are,"  says  Monica  Harrington 
in  the  book's  opening  chapter. 

“Some  people  are  temperamen¬ 
tally  not  suited  to  parenthood,  but 
because  childlessness  isn’t  encour¬ 
aged  as  a  viable  choice  they  don't 
get  to  explore  it” 

Contacted  at  her  home  in 
Carnation,  Wash.,  Harrington,  38, 
a  software  executive,  said  she's 
happy  with  her  contribution  to  the 
book  and  is  fascinated  by  how  peo¬ 
ple  react  to  it. 

At  a  book  signing  near  her  home, 
she  said  she  found  people  were 


more  interested  in  talking  about 
childless  women  as  an  issue  than 
examining  Che  lives  chronicled  by 
Casey. 

“People  are  looking  for  advice 
and  insight  more  than  anything," 
she  said. 

Harrington  said  she's  also  pre¬ 
pared  to  hear  criticism  of  her 
choice. 

Conflict  between  women  who 
have  children  and  those  who  don't 
is  almost  inevitable.  Harrington 
said,  because  it  “calls  into  question 
your  choices.’’ 

“Think  of  all  the  famous  women 
in  any  walk  of  life.  How  many 
were  willing  to  step  forward  and 
say  they  made  a  conscious  choice 
not  to  have  children?"  Harrington 
said.  “Some  obviously  made  that 
choice.  But  it's  a  choice  that 
invites  so  much  criticism." 

AFTER  wrapping  up  a  22-city 
national  tour  to  promote  the  book, 
Casey  said  it  had  been  greeted  with 
a  warm  reception  almost  every¬ 
where  she  went,  although  book¬ 
store  customers  often  prefer  a  pri¬ 
vate  chat  with  her  to  speaking  out 
at  a  signing. 

Although  no  contributors 
expressed  regret  about  being  child¬ 
less,  not  all  the  women  in  her  book 
claim  to  be  certain  about  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  their  choice. 

Some  openly  wonder  what  will 
happen  when  they  get  older,  and 
describe  bow  their  decision  upset 
their  own  mothers.  Will  there  be 
regrets  later  in  life?  Who  will  take 
care  of  them  if  they  become 
infirm? 

“I  guess  this  is  motivation  for 
staying  on  good  terms  with  my  rel¬ 
atives!”  offers  Princess  Jackson- 
Smith,  a  53-year-old  grants  writer. 

But  what  readers  will  learn  most 
often  from  Casey's  women  is  how 
much  they  love  their  child-free 
lives.  They  talk  of  exhilarating 
careers,  romantic,  vacations  with 
their  husbands,  devout  friendships, 
even  dose  ties  with  pets. 

“This  book  isn't  intended  to  dis¬ 
courage  anyone  from  having  chil¬ 
dren.  Its  intent  is  to  enlarge  the  dis¬ 
cussion  about  motherhood,"  Casey 
said. 

“You  can  have  children  or  not. 
Both  are  valid  choices.  Both  can  be 
wonderful  options." 

(The  Baltimore  Sun) 
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regions  on  a  disk'Zost  NFS  149; 
Complete  disk  for  companies, 
which  includes  an  atlas  and 
allows  finding  phone  numbers 
and  addresses  on  an  on-line 
Bezjeq  database  costs  NIS  999. 

Rating  for  all  the  products : 
■AHrAAih  s S’ 

Israel  is  a  small  country,  and  it 
seems  to  be  getting  smaller  all 
the  time.  But  when  you’re 
Unfamiliar  with  new  highways  or 
THd  byways,  finding  your  way  to 
a  desired  address  can  be  a  diffi¬ 
cult  task. 

The  Uam  company  has 
designed  these  disks  to  map  out 
the  entire  country  for  all  types  of 
users:  Israeli  tourists,  delivery 
and  marketing  personnel,  geogra¬ 
phy  students  and  plain  Mr.  or  Ms. 
Israeli  who  wants  to  find  the  eas¬ 
iest.  fastest  and  safest  route  from 
point  A  to  point  B  and  the  hotels, 
sites  and  petrol  stations  along  the 
way. 

Not  far  into  the  future  for 
Israelis  will  be  the  Global 
Positioning  Satellite,  a  system 
installed  in  vehicles,  based  on  a 
computer  :and  a  mini-screen, 
which  bounces  your  location  off 
a  satellite  and  offers  you  options 
in  real  time  on  how  to  reach  your 
destination.1 

While  GPS  has  already  been 
introduced  in  parts  of  Europe  and 
the  US.  it  will  take  a  bit  longer  to 
reach  Israeli  cars  -  and  certainly 
be  much  more  expensive.  At  any 
rate,  these  programs  will  be  con¬ 
nectible  to  GPS  devices  when 
they  are  introduced. 

But  before  that  new  era  in  nav¬ 
igation  arrives,  you  can  sit  at  a 
personal  computer  and  plan  your 
rome,  printing  a  personalized 
map  showing  how  to  get  there. 
The  disks  have  a  multitude  of 
options,  and  it  takes  a  bit  of  time 
to  understand  all  the  functions. 

But  once  you  -survey  all  the 
icons  and  scan  the  extensive  help 
menu,1  the  thing’begins  to  make 
sense. 

There  is  even  a  button  to  avoid 
stepping- beyond  the  Green  Line; 
but,  oddly,  the  territories  ~  even 
the  autonomous  areas  in  Gaza, 
Judea  and  Samaria  -  are  not 
delineated  on  the  maps 

THE  regional  disks  (I  examined 
only/the  Jerusalem -Beit  Shemesh 
program,  in  addition  to  the  inter¬ 
city  diskV  allow  you  to  find  the 
location  of  a  specific  house  num¬ 
ber  in  the  cities,  towns-and  settle¬ 
ments  in  each  area. 

‘  Click  on  Jerusalem,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  and  you'll  be  presented  with 
a  iisrof.jtil  the  street  names  in  the 
city.  Choose  one  street  name  and  - 
you’ll  get.  a  list  of  streets  that 
intersect  .with  it,  plus  a  place  to 
type  in  the  number  of  the  house. 

Click  on  a  batters  tosec  die 
map  of  the  hook:  and  its  immedi-  / 
ate  neighborhood,  plus  gas  sta- 


coraers  and  on  the  sides;  click  an 
arrow  and  within  seconds  the 
map  will  re-set  itself  in  that 
direction. 

As  you  move  your  cursor 
across  the  screen,  the  coordinates 
of  the  exact  point  is  shown  at  the 
bottom  as  x=  and  y=. 

The  home  versions  (regional, 
intercity  or  the  one  combining 
the  three  largest  cities)  allow  sav¬ 
ing  up  to  seven  points  for  slop¬ 
ping  or  making  note  of  them 
between  the  starting-off  point 
and  the  destination;  the  much- 
more-expensive  commercial  ver¬ 
sion  -  meant  for  sales  or  delivery 
people  -  includes  a  data  bank  for 
listing  up  to  50  stoppin^-off 
points,  plus  space  for  many  indi¬ 
vidual  entries  (plus  their  phone 
and  fax  numbers,  contact  people, 
addresses  and  other  data)  in  each 
destination. 

When  GPS  arrives,  this  feature 
will  be  a  boon  to  business  people 
on  the  road  who  want  to  identify 
their  clients  and  reach  them  easi¬ 
ly. 

The  program  can  save  each  per¬ 
sonalized  route  in  the  computer 
memory  for  recalling  and/or 
printing  out  later.  Any  street  and 
settlement  names  on  the  map  can 
be  displayed  in  bold,  italic  or 
ordinary  letter. 

NEW  communities,  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  and  roads  are  being  built 
here  all  the  time;  those  who  pur¬ 
chase  the  disks  can  download 
updates  by  going  into  the  compa¬ 
ny  site  (www.aim.co.il)  in  subse¬ 
quent  years. 

Counterfeiters  beware  -  illegal 
copies  can’t  be  used  because  a 
protected  diskette  for  licensing 
the  disk  comes  with  each  pack¬ 
age  and  has  to  be  installed  before 
you  use  the  disk  the  first  time. 
When  you  decide  to  delete  the 
program  or  install  it  on  another 
computer,  the  code  has  to  be 
“returned”  to  the  diskette. 

The  programs  are  professional¬ 
ly  done,  hut  they  have  some 
shortcomings. 

A  window  that  appears  on  the 
top  left  when  processing  a  map  is 
sometimes  annoying:  it  gives 
advice  bn  use  of  the  disk,  but  also 
suggests  that  advertisers  pur¬ 
chase  commercial  space  on  it; 
thankfully,  one  of  the  options  is 
to  kill  the  window.  - 

Some  of  the  cities,  such  as 
Jerusalem,  should  have  had  rec¬ 
ognizable  landmarks  drawn  onto 
their  maps,  or  at  least  small  pho¬ 
tos  of  them  included  in  the  right 
slot.  This  would  have  made  the. 
task  of  finding  routes  and  identi¬ 
fying  specific  places  much  more 
memorable  and  enjoyable-  As  it 
is,  Israel’s  cities  and  towns  could 
have  . been  Peoria,  Illinois,  or 
Boise,  Idaho, 

But  otherwise,  if  you  know 
•where  you  want  to  go  in  the  State 
of  Israel  but  don’t  know  how  to 
get.  there,  you’ll  find  these  pro- 


A  lament  for  lullabies  lost 


By  Ruth  Mason 


Ask  an  80-year-old  to  sing 
you  a  lullaby  hex  mother 
sang  to  her  and  chances  are 
she  will  remember  the  songs  word 
for  word.  But  ask  the  same  ques¬ 
tions  of  a  30-year-old  or  even  a  50- 
year-old,  and  you  may  well  draw  a 
blank. 

This  is  what  Hanna  Yaffe,  a 
Jerusalem  teacher  and  singer,  dis¬ 
covered  during  her  recent  research 
on  lullabies  from  Jerusalem's  dif¬ 
ferent  cultures.  She  believes  lulla¬ 
bies  are  becoming  become  obso¬ 
lete. 

“People  just  don’t  sing  lullabies 
as  much  anymore,”  says  Yaffe.  ‘1 
think  the  shift  away  from  sung  lul¬ 
labies  began  when  child  care 
became  more  scientific. 

“I  was  brought  up  on  Dl  Spock, 
and  I  think  mothers  of  that  time  lost 
confidence  in  their  ability  to  do 
what  they  felt  was  right  for  then- 
baby.  I  believe  parents  moved  away 
from  relying  on  instinct  and  instead 
came  to  rely  on  so-called  exports. 

“Singing  to  a  baby  is  a  sponta¬ 
neous  act  When  Dr.  Spock  came 
along,  the  hours  of  feeding  and 
sleeping  were  suddenly  dictated.  I 
think  this  kind  of  regimentation 
weakened  the  natural  bonding 


between  parent  and  child.  Lullabies 
and  other  aspects  of  traditional  par¬ 
enting,  such  as  natural  remedies 
handed  down  through  the  genera¬ 
tions,  fell  by  the  wayside.” 

Yaffe’s  thoughts  about  lullabies 
and  their  fate  began  to  coalesce 
when  she  started  working  on  the 
compact  disc  Lullabies  from 
Jerusalem,  which  includes  songs  in 
Armenian.  Hebrew,  Arabic, 
Amharic,  Russian.  Yiddish,  Ladino 
and  English. 

Through  her  research  for  the  CD. 
Yaffe  found  that  younger  people 
also  bad  less  of  an  emotional  con¬ 
nection  to  lullabies. 

“The  old  people  would  cry  as 
they  recalled  the  songs  their  parents 
used  to  sing  them  to  sleep.  Younger 
people,  if  they  remembered  any 
songs  at  all,  were  not  emotional. 
Perhaps  this  is  because  even  if  they 
did  bear  lullabies,  chances  are  they 
were  from  a  tape  recorder  rather 
than  their  own  mother’s  voice.” 

A  PASSAGE  from  the  Song  of 
Songs,  which  is  also  read  during  the 
nighttime  Shma  prayer,  says  that 
King  Solomon’s  bed  was  surround¬ 
ed  by  60  warriors  holding  swords 
because  he  was  afraid  of  the  night 

Rabbi  Joseph  Soloveichik  writes 
that  he  does  not  know  what  die  king 
was  afraid  of.  Soloveichik  himself 
was  put  to  sleep  each  night  to  the 
sound  of  his  mother’s  voice  reading 
to  him.  Yaffe  comments  that  had  the 
rabbi  gone  to  bed  without  hearing 
his  mother's  soft  voice  he  would 
have  bad  a  better  understanding  of 
the  fears  that  60  valiant  warriors 
couldn’t  allay. 

Lullabies  have  recurring  themes: 
mother  complaining  about  father’s 
absence  or  her  own  miserable  life; 
a  prayer  that  the  child  will  have  a 


‘Singing  to  a  baby  is  a  spontaneous  acU.  the  regimentation  of  Dr.  Spock  weakened  the  natural 
bonding  between  parent  and  child.*  (Lisa  Pieskow) 


better  future  than  that  which  seems 
available  now;  or  that  the  baby  will 
grow  up  to  be  a  decent  person  and 
look  after  his  mother  in  her  old 
age. 

Who  were  lullabies  written  by? 

“Many  great  anchors  wrote  at 
least  one  lullaby,”  says  Yaffe. 

“Robert  Bums,  Yeats,  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  Christina  Rossetti,  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  -  and  Mozart, 
Schubert  and  Brahms  wrote  the 
music  to  lullabies,  of  course.  In  our 
own  colrure,  Bialik,  Tcbemi- 
chowsky,  Shalom  Aleichem  and 
S.Y.  Agnon  all  wrote  lullabies.” 

Regardless  of  the  culture,  “lulla¬ 
bies  put  babies  to  sleep  because  the 
melody  is  always  soothing,  calming 


and  comforting,"  says  Yaffe.  “But 
the  words’ seem  to  be  there  to  give 
the  mother  the  chance  to  express 
her  feelings." 

Haven’t  you  ever  wondered  about 
the  words  of  the  popular  lullaby  that 
says,  “When  the  tough  breaks  the 
cradle  will  fail/ And  down  will 
come  baby,  cradle  and  all”? 

Perhaps  the  violent  image  sung  to 
such  a  sweet  melody  serves  to 
express  what  every  mother  some¬ 
times  feels:  that  there  are  times 
she’d  like  to  throw  her  baby  out  the 
window! 

Psychologist  Marcia  Levine- 
Shbiro  believes  these  expressions 
serve  a  healthy  purpose.  She  says 
expressing  such  feelings  and  realiz¬ 


ing  they  are  legitimate  and  shared 
by  others  can  help  alleviate  post¬ 
partum  depression. 

Yaffe’s  work  with  lullabies  came 
about  as  a  result  of  her  interest  in 
building  bridges  between  the  differ¬ 
ent  cultures  that  call  Jerusalem 
home.  Her  background  made  music 
a  natural  place  to  begin. 

“The  lullaby  is  a  particularly  inof¬ 
fensive  musical  genre,"  says  Yaffe. 
“There's  a  purity  and  innocence  in 
the  music  that  reflects  (he  purity  and 
innocence  of  a  baby." 

With  the  CD  now  finished,  Yaffe 
is  turning  her  attention  to  research¬ 
ing  the  lullabies  of  Israel's  other 
cultures  -  Druse,  Beduin.  Karaite 
and  Samaritan. 


PESSAH  COUNTRY  FAIR*-  Calling  All  Handicrafim 


Over  the  years  The  Jerusalem  Post  Pessah 
Handicrafts  Fair*  has  brought  artists  and 
craftsmen  together  with  our  readers  and 
friends  for  an  enjoyable  and  profitable  day 
out  This  coming  Pessah,  the  fair  is  going 
to  be  much  bigger  and  even  better.  It  will 
take  place  on  Monday,  April  5th,  at 
Kibbutz  Tzora  near  Beit  Shemesh, 
convenient  to  ail,  midway  between 
Jerusalem  and  Tel  Aviv.  The  extra  large 
area  in  which  the  fair  will  be  held,  means 
that  we  can  accommodate  many  more 
exhibitors  and  have  more  room  for  the 
public  to  move  around. . 


If  you  create  top  quality 
handicrafts  or  have  goods  and 
services  that  you  want  to 
present  to  an  interested  public 
and  wish  to  book  a  stand  at 
the  fair,  please  contact 
Illy  or  Judy  at  The  Funds, 
02-537-6528  -  Sunday  to 
Thursday  8am  to  3pm. 

All  proceeds  from  the  fair 
will  be  used  to  help  Israel's 
needy  children,  elderly  or 
new  immigrants. 
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A  carrot  a  day... 


Growing  winter  vegetables 
can  be  very  rewarding  and 
□ow  is  the  time  to  sow  your 
seeds.  Many  winter  crops  like 
potatoes,  carrots,  lettuce  and 
radishes  make  the  most  of  the 
rainy  season  -  getting  by  with 
minimal  watering.  They  are  quite 
easy  to  grow  and  generally  take 
car e  of  themselves,  though  occa¬ 
sional  weeding  is  needed  to  keep 
the  area  tidy.  While- many  garden¬ 
ers  feel  that  growing  vegetables  is 
time  and  space  consuming,  if  you 
spend  NIS  20  on  seeds  and  grow 
only  six  heads  of  lettuce,  you 
recoup  your  investment  in  seeds. 

Carrots  are  a  nice  addition  to  your 
winter  garden.  Their  fem-like  feath¬ 
ery  leaves,  usually  chopped  off 
before  the  carrot  reaches  the  market 
to  keep  the  vegetable  fresher,  blend 
in  well  with  a  Bower  border. 

Carrots  were  first  cultivated  in 
Central  Asia  as  a  medicinal  plant 
that  was  commonly  green,  white 
or  purple.  Its  medicinal  properties 
-  chiefly  strong  antiseptic  quali¬ 
ties  that  prevented  all  putrescent 
body  changes  -  were  valued  in 
ancient  times.  Its  roots  are  rich  in 
Vitamin  A  and  were  thought,  at 
one  time,  to  assist  night  vision,  a 
myth  that  lingered  as  late  as 
WWIL,  when  carrots  were  fed  to 
night-fighter  pilots  in  England. 

It  was  in  the  I2th  century  that 
Arab  traders  brought  the  cultivat¬ 
ed  carrot  to  the  Mediterranean 
area.  By  the  18th  century  many 
new  varieties  were  developed,  and 
the  orange  carrot  had  made 


inroads  over  the  green  and  purple 
kinds.  By  1940  the  carrot  had 
become  a  kitchen  staple. 

Cultivated  cairots  (LaL  Daucus 
carota  sativus,  family 
Umbelliferae ,  Heb.  gezer)  are 
biennials,  producing  a  taproot  in 
their  first  year,  and  flowers  in  the 
second  year.  However,  if  left  in  tire 
ground  to  produce  flowers,  the 
roots  become  woody  and  inedible, 
so  the  carrot  is  harvested  during  its 
first  few  months  of  growth. 

Carrots  are  native  to  Afghanistan 
and  neighboring  lands.  The  wild 
carrot  was  distributed  as  a  weed  in 
Europe,  North  America  and  other 
temperate  lands.  The  white  carrot 
(Lat.  Daucus  carota )  is  found 
growing  wild  in  many  parts  of 
Israel.  It  is  edible  when  young, 
after  which  it  becomes  woody  and 
tough  just  like  the  orange  carrot 

The  name  carrot  is  Celtic  and 
means  red  of  color,  while  daucus 
comes  from  the  Greek  “dais” 
meaning  to  bum  -  signifying  the 
carrot’s  pungent  and  stimulating 
qualities. 

The  carrot  is  mentioned  by 
Greek  and  Latin  writers  under  var¬ 
ious  names:  Atheoaeus  (200  CE) 
used  the  name  carota  for  the  gar¬ 
den  carrot  as  did  Apicius  Caelius 
in  a  book  on  cookery  (230  CE).  In 
the  second  century  CE  Galen 
added  the  name  daucus  to  carota 
to  distinguish  the  carrot  from  the 
parsnip. 

Then,  in  the  16th  century,  dau¬ 
cus  came  to  be  the  carrot's  official 
name.  It  is  mentioned  apprecia¬ 
tively  by  Shakespeare  in  The 
Merry  Wives  of  Windsor .  In  the 
reign  of  James  I  fashionable  ladies 
used  the  carrot's  feathery  leaves  in 
their  headdresses. 

Carrots  are  89  percent  water; 
their  most  distinguishing  dietary 


substance  is  sugar,  of  which  they 
contain  about  4.5  percent. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to 
extract  the  sugar  from  the  carrots, 
but  the  resulting  thick  syrup  refus¬ 
es  to  crystallize,  and,  in  competi¬ 
tion  with  cane  sugars  as  well  as 
sugar  beet,  it  has  not  proved  com¬ 
mercially  successful. 

In  colder  climates  carrots  are 
harvested  in  autumn  and  stored  in 
sand  or  peat  moss  during  the  win¬ 
ter  months,  making  them  available 
all  year  round. 

Carrots  require  cool  to  moderate 
temperatures  and  are  not  usually 
grown  during  the  summer  in 
wanner  regions.  An  open  location 
with  full  light  suits  them  best.  All 
carrots  grow  best  on  light,  stone- 
free  soil  that  should  be  dug  over 
with  a  fertilizer  high  in  potash. 
Fresh  compost  should  not  be  added 
at  this  stage,  since  rich  soil  makes 
die  roots  fork  and  become  disfig¬ 
ured.  If  your  ground  is  heavy,  a 
little  peat  moss  and  fine  sand 
worked  into  the  soil  should  tighten 
it  up.  However,  there  is  no  substi¬ 
tute  for  proper  digging. 

Make  sure  the  soil  in  the  row  is 
smooth  and  level  because  the  seed 
is  very  small.  The  seeds  should  be 
sown  as  thinly  as  possible,  about  1 
cm.  apart,  in  rows  15  cm.  apart 
Cover  the  seeds  with  a  sprinkling 
of  fine  soil  and  then  water.  Seeds 
usually  germinate  in  approximate¬ 
ly  seven  days. 

As  soon  as  the  seedlings  emerge 
remove  any  weeds.  When  they 
show  two  or  more  true  leaves  (not 
the  first  seed  Leaves)  the  first  thin¬ 
ning  should  start  In  other  words, 
reduce  the  number  of  seedlings  in 
a  row  to  enable  the  others  to 
develop  well.  If  crowded,  very  few 
carrots  will  grow  and  develop 
properly. 
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ISRAEL  AIRPORTS  AUTHORITY 
BEN  GURION  2000  PROJECT 
PUBLIC  TENDER  NO.  C4010055 
MULTI-LEVEL  ROADWAY  &  PARKING  GARAGES 


■’If®  Israel  Airports  Authority  (1AA)  hereby  wishes  to  clarity  one  of  the  Pre-Conditions  lor 
,r11JdirrtVent(jre  Offerers  for  the  Construction  of  this  subject  matter  tender. 


Only  the  complete  language  of  the  Pre-Conditions  as  stated  in  the  RFP  is  binding. 
The  complete  text  may  be  obtained  by  written  request,  submitted  on  company 
letterhead,  to  the  PMF  facsimile  number  stated  below. 


Exhibit  A  of  Request  for  Proposals  -  Pre-Conditions 

Clause  10  Item  b).  (Quality  and  Experience  Requirements)  should  read: 

Each  J/V  participant  must  have  constructed  and  completed  not  less  than: 

♦  TWo  (2)  non-residentiaJ  projects  such  as  parking  garages,  office  buildings,  shopping 
centers,  etc.  of  not  less  than  40,000  Square  Meters  (sq.m.)  each,  both  within  tne  last 
five  (5)  years. 


I  ♦  One  (1)  precast  concrete  bridge  project  of  a  minimum  70  meters  length  within  the  last 
five  (5)  years. 


Both  project  types  -  40,000  sq.  meter  “building”  and  precast  concrete  bridge  -  must 
have  been  completed  within  the  combined  Joint  Venture. 


Tender  documents  are  available  from  the  Project  Management  Firm  (PMF)  Project  Office 
located  at  Ben  Gurion  International  Airport  between  the  hours  of  09:00  and  12:00,  business 


days  (Sunday  through  Thursday).  Interested  Offerors  must  contact  the  PMF  Contracts 
Administrator,  Mr.  Amnon  Yoshpe  at  telephone  number:  972-3-977-4464  (Fax  number 


ttaminisiraior,  Mr.  Amnon  Yosnpe  at  teiepnone  number:  972-3-977-4464  (Pax  number 
972-3-971-2956)  a  minimum  of  forty  eight  (48)  hours  in  advance  to  arrange  Site  access. 
Interested  parties  may  preview  the  Tender  Documents  prior  to  their  purchase. 


This  clarification  will  also  be  issued  to  all  Offerors  who  have  purchased  the  Tender  Documents 
by  an  addendum.  19810o.*.,o| 
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by  Aviva  Bar-Am  &  Yisrael  Shalem 


Your  persona)  guide  to  Eilat  and  the  Negev. 

Another  outstanding  guide  by  those  two  veteran  travel  writers. 

Aviva  Bar-Am  Is  wel  known  to The  Jerusalem  Post  readers  from 
her  lively  family  travel  columns.  Dozens  of  family  hikes  and  easy 
nature  tiaBs;  fascinatmg  car  trfos  throughout  the  Negev; 
sensational  wafts  off  the  beaten  track;  visits  to  ancient  Biblical, 

Nabatean  and  Roman  cities;  explore  Bedouin  culture  and  modem 
settlements.  Indudes  a  unique  EngCsh-Hebrew  dictionary  of  flora 
and  fauna.  Highly  scdaimedbook. 

Softcover,  318  pp.,  with  fuff-cofor  ilustiations. 

SPECIAL  OFFER  - BeantBoI  Negev  Towing  Hop  free  while  supply  lasts. 
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Books,  The  Jerusalem  Post,  P0B  SI,  Jerusalem  91000 

Please  send  me  copies  of  ISRAEL’S  SOUTHERN  LANDSCAPES  at  NIS  69  each . 

Postage  in  Israel:  one  copy  NIS  6,  two  or  more  NIS  10  or  airmail  NIS  25  per  copy 

Total  NIS 

Enclosed  check  payable  to  The  Jerusalem  Post  or  credit  card  details. 

Please  list  gift  recipients’  names,  address  and  message  separately. 

O  Visa  □  Isc/MCD  CC  No. _ 

□  Diners  □  AmEx  Exp. _  — 


©No _ 


Hie  first  carrots  can.  be  pulled 
and  eaten  when  they  are  only  five 
weeks  old.  Indeed,  tbe  best  carrots 
to  eat  are  undoubtedly  tbe  small 
young,  pale-colored  ones  rarely 
seen  on  the  open  market  Many 
gardeners  treat  some,  or  even  all, 
of  their  carrot  crop  as  young 
bunching  carrots,  and  keep  going 
down  the  rows  until  they  have  all 
been  lifted  at  this  size.  But  it  is 
worthwhile  to  grow  some  larger 
carrots  for  storage  and  for  using  in 
soups  and  stews. 

Water  tbe  plot  well  the  day 
before  thinning  to  make  the  work 
easier.  It  is  essential  to  press  tbe 
soil  firmly  around  the  remaining 
plants  to  ensure  that  the  carrot  fly 
is  not  attracted  by  the  smell  of 
exposed  carrots. 


Batsheva  Mink  is  a  curator  of 
the  Jerusalem  Botanical  Gardens, 
Givat  Ram. 

Your  gardening  questions  and 
comments  are  welcome.  Contact 
Batsheva  Mink,  BOB  3943, 
Jerusalem  91039. 


TIP  OF  THE 
WEEK 


For  those  dedicated  garden¬ 
ers  who  do  not  have  a  garden, 
carrots  can  be  grown  in  pots  or 
boxes  positioned  in  full  sun.  A 
large  tub  will  hold  at  least  100 
plants. 

Also  don't  forget  -  there  is 
still  time  to  plant  your  garlic 
plants.  Separate  the  individual 
cloves  and  push  them  into  the 
soil  8-12  ems  apart,  with  their 
tips  just  showing. 


Heads  ’N’^  Tails 


By  DVora  Ben  Shaul 


A  reader  is  very  distressed 
over  the  behavior  of  her 
two-year-old  mixed  terrier- 
cocker  spaniel. 

What  used  to  happen  is  that  her 
husband  would  go  off  in  his  car  in 
the  morning  and  the  dog,  very 
much  attached  to  his  mistress, 
would  stay  beside  her. 

Recently,  however,  the  couple 
bought  a  second  car  for  her  use 
only,  and  the  problem  arose:  Tbe 
dog  loves  the  new  car  and  wants  to 
go  everywhere  in  it  with  his  mis¬ 
tress  -  which,  of  course,  is  not 
always  possible. 

When  she  leaves  the  dog  at 
home,  instead  of  waiting  there  for 
her  as  he  always  has,  he  chases 
after  the  car  for  very  long  dis¬ 
tances  -  all  over  town,  in  fact. 

She  knows  that  if  this  continues 
the  dog  is  either  going  to  get  run 
over  or  be  picked  up  by  the  author¬ 
ities. 

What  should  she  do? 

Well  if  the  dog  can  be  closed  up 
somewhere  inside,  this  is  what  she 
will  have  to  do;  if  not,  she  will 
probably  have  to  tie  him  up  when 
she  goes  away. 

I  know  this  seems  cruel  and 
somewhat  unjust,  but  it  isn't  a 
punishment  It’s  to  protect  the  silly 
creature’s  life  and  well  being. 

Being  tied  up  for  a  few  hours  in 
a  shady  place  with  plenty  of  fresh 
water  and  a  chain  long  enough  to 
allow  reasonable  movement  isn’t 
the  worst  thing  that  can  happen  to 
a  dog,  particularly  one  that  is 
behaving  in  such  a  dangerous  way. 

As  for  training  the  dog  not  to  run 
after  the  car,  1  have  seen  a  few 
cases  where  this  was  successful; 
but  most  of  the  methods  used  are 
really  far  more  drastic  than  simply 
protecting  the  animal  by  closing  it 
in  or  tying  it  up. 

Most  often,  however,  the  meth¬ 
ods  used  simply  do  not  work. 

One  possibility  is  to  take  the  dog 
to  a  professional  trainer  who  uses 


The  dog  who  won’t 
stop  chasing  the  car 
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an  electronic  collar  with  a  remote 
control.  The  trainer  gives  you  the 
control,  puts  the  collar  on  the  dog, 
and  you  drive  away.  The  minute 
tbe  dog  starts  to  run  after  the  car 
you  press  the  button,  and  the  dog 
gets  an  electric  shock. 

This  is  a  method  l  dislike  and  do 
not  recommend;  but  I  admit  it 
does  work  in  some  cases.  Some 
dogs,  though,  figure  out  the  con¬ 
nection  between  collar  and  car  and 
will  refrain  from  chasing  the  car 
only  while  wearing  the  collar. 

Tbe  same  holds  true  of  a  far 


older  system,  wbicb  involves  fill¬ 
ing  a  water  pistol  with  a  mixture 
of  A  teaspoonful  of  ammonia  to  a 
glass  of  water. 

When  the  dog  gives  chase  it  gets 
a  squirt  in  the  face.  The  ammonia 
mixture  is  not  strong  enough  to  do 
any  damage,  but  it  is  very  unpleas¬ 
ant  when  it  gets  in  the  eyes. 

However,  it  is  difficult,  if  not 
downright  dangerous,  to  squirt  the 
gun  while  driving.  And  having  a 
passenger  do  it  won’t  help;  the 
dog  soon  learns  not  to  chase  the 
car  when  there’s  someone  in  the 


passenger  seat. 

So,  by  and  large,  confining  the 
dog  is  really  the  safest  and  least 
cruel  way  of  keeping  it  off  the 
street  One  might  make  the  experi¬ 
ence  a  tittle  less  hatefiil  to  both 
parties  by  giving  the  dog  a  favorite 
bone  to  chew  or  a  special  treat 
when  it  is  tied  up. 

It  should  be  clear,  however,  that 
a  dog  ought  not  be  left  to  run  free, 
even  if  it  doesn't  chase  cars.  This 
is  not  only  the  law  but  good,  prac¬ 
tical  management  -  both  for  the 
dog  and  for  the  community. 
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60  Rehov  Ylrmiyahu,  Jerusalem 
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02-531-5630 
03-639-0333  Tel  Aviv 
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including  Obituaries  02-531-5639 


Jerusalem 


Sole  Importers  of 
American  Sealy  Sleeper 
Sofas,  Hi-Riser  Beds, 
and  Reclining  Chairs 
Complete  line  of  beds 
and  mattresses  of  all  s 
leading  Israeli  \ 
manufacturers  \ 
Why  pay  more?  5 
Buy  directly  from  the 
Importer! 
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Tel  Aviv 


02-531-5642 
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No  inferno 
from  this  Dante 


A  tale  of  two  hearts 


By  BARRY  DAVIS 


CLASSIC  DISCS 


By  NKHAEL  AiPQUIADT 


Anyone  who  attended  the 
concert  of  the  Amsterdam 
Concertgebouw  Orchestra 
on  December  13,  1940.  when 
Willem  Mengelherg  conducted  the 
First  Symphony  by  Brahms,  wit¬ 
nessed  one  of  the  most  excitins 
concerts  of  the  century. 

But  now  this  electrifying  rcndi- 
~t  Jion  of  this  very  popular  symphony 
’  V"an  also  be  enjoyed  by  music 
lovers  all  over  the  world  thanks  to 
a  recording  by  Dante,  the  relative¬ 
ly  small  French  label  specializing 
in  historical  recordings  of  fine- 
quality  sound,  which  are  sold  in 
local  disc  stores  at  budget  prices. 

Mengclbe/g  brings  power, 
drama,  bravura  and  elan  to  his 
Brahms.  The  orchestra  sings  for 
him  with  joy  and  delight  and  the 
result  is  one  of  the  best  ever  rendi¬ 
tions  of  this  symphony. 
[L" Heritage  de  Willem  Mengelherg 
Cycle:  Brahms  Vol.  /,  LYS  075). 

But  this  is  only  one  of  numerous 
Dame  delights,  all  presented  with  a 
sound  quality  much  belter  than 
what  one  usually  associates  with 
historical  recordings,  and  almost 
Sp  with  a  fine  booklet  that  provides 
information  about  the  various 
artists. 

Dante  features  great  musicians 
of  the  century  who  are  not  always 
well  represented  in  the  catalogs  of 
the  regular  disc  labels.  Some  other 
exciting  conductors  one  can  find 
on  this  label  are,  for  example. 
Charles  Munch,  whose  rendition 
of  the  GSsar  Franck  Variations 
Symphoniques  with  the  Orchestra 
de  la  Soci£t€  des  Concerts  du 
Conservatoire  from  the  mid-'40s  is 
full  of  fire  and  French  aplomb 
( Charles  Munch:  Volume  7,  LYS 
409). 

Pierre  Monteux  brings  suave¬ 
ness  and  drama  to  Berlioz's 
Symphonie  Fantctstique  in  his 
•  January  1930  performance  with 
lithe  Orchestra  Symphonique  de 
*  Paris  (Pierre  Monteux:  VoL  /,  LYS 
368),  while  Bruno  Walter  presents 
a  program  of  Strauss  waltzes  with 
several  European  orchestras  com¬ 
piled  from  recordings  from  the 
’30s.  .• 

This  last  is  not  a  pastiche, 
schmaltz-like  Strauss  hut  rather  a 


more  classical  approach  to  the 
music,  which  showcases  the  sweet 
tunes  as  much  more  developed  and 
encompassing  works  ( Bruno 
Waller:  Volume  3,  LYS  358). 

Arturo  Toscanini  brings  all  his 
magic  to  Haydn’s  98th  Symphony 
with  the  NBC  Orchestra,  New 
York,  in  1938.  a  reading  that  clear¬ 
ly  suggests  that  there  was  lots  of 
freshness  to  this  music  long  before 
the  emergence  of  the  authentic 
music  movement  (Arturo 

Toscanini:  Mil.  3  LYS  401 ). 

Wilhelm  Furtwangler  conducts 
Beethoven's  Ninth  Symphony  in  a 
most  relaxed  and  almost  romantic 
way  with  the  Berlin  Philharmonic 
Orchestra  in  194Z  a  most  intrigu¬ 
ing  rendition  of  this  very  popular 
and  over-recorded  opus 

(L’  Heritage  de  Wilhelm 
Furtwangler.  Cvcle  Beethoven: 
Mil.  7.  LYS071). 

Furtwangler  accompanies  Walter 
Gieseking  in  Schumann’s  Piano 
Concerto  in  a  very  heavy  classical 
rendition  which  showcases  both 
pianist  and  conductor  at  their  very 
best  (L’ Heritage  de  Wilhelm 
Furtwangler,  Schumann.  LYS 
196 1. 

Other  Dame  delights  not  to  be 
missed  by  any  music  lover  are  the 
two  Chopin  piano  concerti  per¬ 
formed  by  Artur  Rubinstein  in 
1946.  in  a  classical  manner  full  of 
joie  de  vivre  but  devoid  of 
schmaltz  ( Artur  Rubinstein: 
Volume  2.  HPC127);  the  amazing 
recording  of  Beethoven’s  Fourth 
Piano  Concerto  and  the  Schumann 
Piano  Concerto  with  Noel  Newton 
Wood,  who  emerges  as  one  of  the 
most  original,  powerful  and  lyrical 
pianists  of  his  generation  (Noel 
Newton  Wood,  HPC1Q6);  Claudio 
Arrau's  vivacious  reading  of 
Beethoven’s  Third  Piano  Concerto 
from  1947  ( Claudio  Arrau, 
HPC124);  the  Beethoven 

‘'Pastorale”  and  “Waldstein” 

sonatas  performed  with  aplomb  by 
Edwin  Fischer  (Edwin  Fischer . 
HPC043)  and  a  captivating 
Debussy  double  disc  with  many  of 
his  minute  piano  pieces  by  the  leg¬ 
endary  Alfred  Cortot,  compiled 
from  recordings  made  between 
1919-1936  (Alfred  Cortot . 

HPC089-90). 

There  is  much,  nappe.  Almost 
each  and  eveqv  pante  disc  is,a  hit 
and  at  around  rfK'40-perjj^§c  this 
is  one  of  the  greatest  musical  deals 
in  town. 


4  T  t  was  the  besr  of  limes,  it 
I  was  the  worst  of  rimes,” 
A  says  the  celebrated  open¬ 
ing  of  Charles  Dickens's  A  Tale 
of  Two  Cities . 

The  sentiment  fits  the  main 
character  of  The  Fragile  Heart  - 
Channel  1  *s  latest  British  import 
(tonight  at  10:05)  -  who  appears 
(o  oscillate  wildly  between  bask¬ 
ing  in  plaudits  and  a  constant, 
encroaching  sense  of  doom. 

Our  hero  is  one  Edgar  Pascoe  - 
a  universally  lauded,  hugely  suc¬ 
cessful  and  charismatic  cardiac 
surgeon.  Superbly  portrayed  by 
Nigel  Hawthorne.  Pascoe  lives  in 
a  world  of  inviolable,  crystal- 
clear  certainty.  He  is  supremely 
confident  of  his  own  professional 
expertise,  and  performs  opera¬ 
tions  as  glibly  as  a  well-seasoned 
politician  reeling  off  pre-election 
promises. 

However,  despite  the  most 
ostentatious  of  trappings  afford¬ 
ed  him  by  virtue  of  his  well- 
earned  professional  loftiness. 
Pascoe  soon  begins  to  sense  that 
he  may  not  be  standing  on  such 
terra  ftrma  after  all. 

Pascoe  plies  his  trade  in  a 
sleek,  state-of-the-art  operating 
theater,  complete  with  a  music 
system  which  dispenses  soothing 
operatic  arias  while  he  works.  He 
is  so  at  ease  with  his  complex 
craft  that  he  can  allow  himself  to 
be  updated  on  the  fortunes  of  the 
English  international  cricket 
team  as  he  deftly  snips  away  at  a 
patient’s  interna!  organs. 

The  main  protagonist's  arro¬ 
gance  is  further  displayed  as.  on 
leaving  the  operating  theater  to 
inform  a  patient’s  anxiously 
waiting  relatives  that  all  is  well 
with  their  loved  one.  he  is  sub¬ 
jected  to  a  groveling  kiss  on  the 
hand  by  (he  ingratiating  mother. 
While  -  in  true  British  style  - 
naturally  recoiling  from  such  an 
overt  show  of  emotion.  Pascoe 
patenrly  feels  that  such  gratitude 
is  no  more  than  he  deserves. 

We  are  given  our  first  glimpse 
of  the  insurgent  fissures  in 
Pascoe ’s  “perfect  world"  as  he 
attends  a  medical  conference  and 
delivers  the  most  dogmatic  of 
speeches  to  an  adoring  audience 
about  his  unwavering  trust  in  the 
miracles  of  modern  technology 
as  applied  to  medicine. 

However,  his  general-practi¬ 
tioner  wife.  Lileth,  is  somewhat 
less  than  dazzled  by  the  manner 
and  content  of  his  address,  and  it 


Nigel  Hawthorne  plays  the  arrogant  Edgar  Pascoe  in  ‘The  Fragile  Heart.’ 


(Isaac  Hajari  > 


is  obvious  that  all  is  not  well  in 
the  Pascoe  home. 

Edgar  and  Lileth  Pascoe  are  at 
opposite  ends  of  the  human' and 
professional,  scale.  'Their'  differ¬ 
ent  approaches  to  their  jobs  sire 
not  just  a  matter  of  professional 


no.  1,  patient  no,  2...,”  Lileth 
relates  to  her  patients  as  human 
beings,  dispensing  warmth  and 
gentleness  in  administering  her 
professional  duties. 

One  of  Lileth’s  patients  is  Dr. 
Manville,  an  aging  and  ailing 
retired  doctor  who,  it  appears, 
treated  Lileth 's  mother  for  cancer 
when  she  was  a  young  girl. 

One  day.  while  waiting  to  enter 
Dr.  Man ville’s  bedroom,  she 
comes  across  his  diary  in  which 
he  wonders  if  it  was  weakness  or 
conceit  which  compelled  him  to 
cling  to  science  in  his  profession¬ 
al  capacity. 

Dr.  Manvi He’s  wife  places  the 
fragility  of  the  less-than-omnipo- 
tent  medical  profession  in  per¬ 
spective  by  wryly  observing  that 
doctors:  “either  think  they're  ill 
90  percent  of  the  time,  or  they 
think  they’re  immortal.” 

The  pace  of  events  hots  up  as  a 
lawsuit  threatens  to  bring  Edgar’s 
high-tech  palace  walls  crashing 
down  around  him. 

In  a  scene  which  smacks  of 
naught  but  the  best  of  dramatic 
armchair  theater,  Edgar  bares  his 
all  when  he  explains  to  Lileth 
why  he  continues  to  work  so  hard 
at  a  time  of  life  when  most  of  his 
contemporaries  are  thinking 
more  about  honing  their  golfing 
skills  than  furthering  their  pro¬ 
fessional  prowess.  “[The  operat¬ 
ing  theater]  is  the  one  place 
where  everything  comes  together 
...  where  you  depend  utterly  on 
your  skills  and  those  of  others  - 
it’s  the  point  of  the  whole  bloody 
thing,”  he  declares. 

He  continues  to  exacerbate  the 
lack  of  harmony  between  him 
and  Lileth  by  pooh-poohing  her 
humane  approach  to  medicine  by 
adding  that  he  adopts  a  persona 
of  superiority  in  his  surgeon- 
patient  exchanges  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  patient  with  a  sense  of 
security. 

“That’s  where  the  [patient’s] 
trust  comes  in,”  he  claims.  “Or 
the  control.”  Lileth  counters. 

An  impasse  has  now  been 
reached  and  we  wait  to  see 
whether  Edgar  and  Lileth  still 
have  at  least  a  modicum  of  com¬ 
mon  ground  on  which  to  patch  up 
their  personal  and  philosophical 
differences,  and  whether  Edgar 
can  muster  the  skill  and  poise  he 
needs  to  navigate  his  way 


debate  -  there  is  something  infi-  minute  we  see  Edgar  striding  pur-  can  muster  the  skill  and  poise  he 
nitely  more  fundamental  at  stake  posefully  along  the  plush  carpeted  _  needs  to  navigate  his  way 
-  and^e  couple-becemeriOCTeaS-— corridors  of  fes' medical'  twTOT!^fefesgb4he  increasingly  choppy 
ingly  estranged.-  -  --  s  -  •  •  -  ..  then  we  cutr  sharply-  to. -Lileth  on ,  waters  -surrounding-  his  profes- 

Tbe“ chasm  between  their. con-^ -her : rounds  tenderly-  examining, it/ ^  c^bpal^tftress.  And  there’s.. tbe> 
trasting  professional  demeanors  is  li  ttle  boy  at  his  home.  small  matter  of  a  recurrent  nigbt- 

graphically  portrayed.  One  While  Edgar  talks  of  “patient  mare.... 


Evoking  the  divas  of  classical  Arabic  song  Sequel  butchers  Babe’ 


By  MHCHAEL  AJZEKSTADT 

The  spirit  of  three  great 
divas  of  the  Arab  world 
will  be  evoked  on  stage 
knight  in  Jerusalem  when 
Tayseer  Elias  heads  a  local 
ensemble  in  one  of  the  more 
evocative,  revealing,  exotic  and 
captivating  concerts  to  lake  place 
recently  in  Israel. 

Obviously  neither  Lai  la  Murad 
nor  Om  Kolthom  will  be  able  to 
rise  from  the  dead  for  the  occa¬ 
sion  and,  although  Fairuz  is  still 
alive,  she  will  not  be  present 
either.  But  Elias’s  ensemble  will 
present  the  greatest  hits  of  these 
three  divas  -  who  have  become 
the  most  popular  and  appreciated 
singers  in  the  Arab  world. 

Although  all  are  Arab  singers, 
each  had  her  own  individual  style 
in  contrast  with,  and  comple¬ 
menting,  that  of  the  others. 

Elias,  one  of  Israel’s  most  ver¬ 
satile  musicians,  argues  that 
“there  is  a  huge  amount  of  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  three  in  their 
singing  style,  colors,  voice  pro¬ 
jection.  composition  and  almost 
any  facet  of  the  actual  perfor¬ 
mance.  In  fact,  when  we  ralk 
about  Fairuz  and  Om  Kolthom, 
we  talk  about  two  quite  contrast¬ 
ing  worlds  with  Murad  sort  of 
bridging  the  gap  between  the 
two.” 

Murad  is  an  Egyptian  singer 
like  Om  Kolthom  but  “her  songs 
are  closer  to  those  of  Fairuz,  they 
are  more  so-called  Western 
songs.” 

Murad  never  performed  on 
stage.  “The  fsongs]  were  all  part 


Tayseer  Elias  (seated  center)  and  his  group  poll  the  heartstrings  of  memory. 


of  her  acting  career.  She  was  one 
of  Egypt’s  leading  film  stars  who 
died  about  a  decade  ago,  and  she 
used  to  act  with  her  singing  voice 
and  sing  with  her  acting  voice. 
She  was  really  very  special.” 


None  of  these  three  great 
singers  wrote  the  words  or  lyrics 
for  her  songs.  These  were  usual¬ 
ly  written  by  men. 

“Fairuz’s  husband  and  his 
brother,  known  as  the  Rahbani 


brothers,  wrote  most  of  her 
material  and  now  her  son.  Zaid, 
writes  and  arranges  quite  a  lot  for 
her  as  well. 

“Om  Kolthom  sang  the  songs 
of  the  greatest  Egyptian  com¬ 


posers  of  all  times,  like  the  leg¬ 
endary  Mohammed  Abdel 
Wahab.  It  seems  like  all  these 
gTeat  composers  competed 
among  themselves  who  would 
write  a  better  song  for  her.  And 
once  she  died,  not  one  of  these 
great  composers  managed  to 
repeat  his  success  with  new 
material.” 

ELIAS  explains  that,  above  all. 
the  three  singers  sang  about 
poignant  loves. 

“Fairuz  is  somewhat  different 
because  she  also  sings  about 
nature  and  uses  imagery  from 
nature  in  her  love  songs.” 

In  the  upcoming  concerts,  the 
Fairuz  songs  will  be  performed 
by  Elias’s  wife.  Miranda  Elias, 
while  the  Om  Kolthom  numbers 
will  be  sung  by  Manal  Madam. 
Both  singers  will  then  share 
some  of  Laila  Murad's  bits. 

Elias  promises  that  those  who 
come  to  the  event  with  no  knowl¬ 
edge  whatsoever  of  this  musical 
genre  will  “enjoy  an  evening  of 
very  beautiful  original  music. 
People  who  are  not  familiar  with 
the  Arabic  language  might  have  a 
slight  problem  with  understand¬ 
ing  the  context  but  that  should 
not  minimize  their  enjoyment. 
On  the  whole,  this  is  going  to  be 
a  very  exciting  evening  and  the 
first  but,  hopeftilly  not  the  last  of 
its  kind  in  Israel 

The  Three  Great  Singers  of  the 
Arab  World  will  be  performed 
tonight  at  9  at  the  Zionist 
Confederation  House  in 
Jerusalem  and  on  January  2  at  the 
Tel  Aviv  Museum  at  8:3Q  p.m. 


By  PAUL  BROWWflELD 

Before  Universal  released 
Babe:  Pig  in  the  City  three 
weeks  ago.  the  heartwarm¬ 
ing  porker  seemed  a  good  bet  for 
knighthood  as  a  pop  culture  icon  - 
maybe  not  on  the  magnitude  of  a 
Miss  Piggy  or  Mickey  Mouse,  but 
a  sweet  figure  bearing  a  message 
of  tolerance  and  goodwill  toward 
all  living  creatures  -  just  the  sort 
of  safe,  somewhat  innocuous 
image  you  could  project  onto  any 
and  all  manner  of  media. 

But  now,  amid  a  disappointing 
performance  at  the  box  office  (the 
film  had  grossed  S13.6  million  as 
of  last  weekend,  finishing  ninth  its 
third  week  outl  and  a  groundswell 
of  opinion  that  director  George 
Miller’s  movie  is  disconcertingly 
darker  than  the  original.  Babe  is 
being  held  up  as  the  franchise- 
that-might-have-been. 

“They  toppled  the  Babe  icon.” 


said  Faith  Popcorn,  the  trend¬ 
watching  consultant  and  author  of 
“The  Popcorn  Report.” 

By  moving  the  pig  to  the  city 
and  having  him  encounter  city 
problems  (brutality,  mayhem),  the 
filmmakers  did  more  than  throw  a 
curveball  at  audiences.  Popcorn 
says  -  they  stripped  Babe  of  his 
iconic  status. 

Parents  who  got  wind  that  the 
film  wasn't  for  kids  had  ways  to 
showed  their  displeasure  by  taking 
tbeir  kids  to  see  two  competing 
films.  Disney’s  A  Bug's  Life  and 
Paramount’s  The  Rugrats  Movie . 

"Babe  was  a  loving,  courageous 
icon.”  said  Popcorn,  and  “they 
gave  Babe  a  hopeless,  depressing, 
unfathomable  hurdle  to  jump.  ... 
It's  a  cruel  and  brutal  and  cynical 
movie.  When  (everyone)  is  look¬ 
ing  for  connection  or  spirit,  it  has 
no  hope.  It  has  kittens  saying,  Tra 
hungry.'” 

(Los  Angeles  Times) 
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Music  on  a  Winter's  Night 

at  the  Bible  Lands  Museum  Jerusalem 

Presents 

"The  Stampers" 

The  Band  that  play  REAL  Jazz 
Featuring  Jacques  Sony,  Soprano  Saxophon 


We’ve  got  it  too!  Ally  McBeal  hits  local  TV 


By  BARRY  DAWS 

A  Iready  the  hottest,  bippest  series  in  the 

/\  US,  Ally  McBeal  hits  local  TV 
J.  Xscreens  on  Channel  2,  tomorrow  and 
every  Thursday  at  10:45  pjn. 

Mind  you,  the  show  got  a  good  head  start, 
in  the  shape  of  multiple  Emmy  Award-win¬ 
ner  producer  David  E.  Kelley,  whose  resume 
lists  Chicago  Hope .  LA  Law.  Picket  Fences 
and  The  Practice  among  his  better  known  — 
land  hugely  successful -offerings. 

The  eponymous  heroine  (deftly  played  by 
Gloss  Menagerie  star  Calista  Flockhart)  is  a 
bright  yqnng  lawyer  with  a  problem. 

.  Fresh  out  of  Harvard  Law  School,  Ally  has 
j^qfiit  fierjob  at  a  prestigious  law  firm  after 
being  sexually  harassed  by  one  of  the  senior 
panneis  ;  ‘ 

_  Ally  is  nothing  if  not  a  romantic  idealist,1 
jfoLsfoe  is  outraged  when  she  discovers  her 


be  sued  by  her  than  by  the  buttock-fondling 
partner  who  seems  to  have  found  a  safe  legal 
loophole  in  claiming  that  be  has  an  obses¬ 
sive-compulsive  disorder. 

As  she  storms  oat  of  the  budding  she  runs 
into  Richard  Fish  -  a  former  fellow  student 
who,  on  hearing  her  sorry  tale,  immediately 
offers  her  a  job  and  a  fat  salary  in  a  new  firm 
he  has  just  started  -  Cage/Fish  &  Associates. 
Despite  her 

dislike  of  .  Fish’s  money-grabbing 
philosophy  of  life,  she  accepts  the  post  and 
all  seems  to  be  working  out.  after 
all. 

But,  poor  Ally’s  brief  respite  from  trouble 
is  cruelly  curtailed  when  she  meets  one  of 
fish’s  partners  in  the  firm,  Billy  Thomas  - 
Ally’s  ex-teenage  sweetheart  and  framer  col¬ 
lege  lover  whom  she  has  never  quite  man¬ 
aged  to  exorcise  from  her  heart. 

Does  Billy  still  harbor  romantic  feelings 


work  in  the  same  company,  seeing  each  other 
on  a  day-to-day  basis? 

The  script  is  punctuated  with  producer 
Kelley’s  sharp  wit  For  example,  just  as  it 
looks  like  one  of  the  main  protagonists  may 
be  about  to  launch  into  a  speech  more  befit¬ 
ting  The  Bold  and  Beautiful  Kelley  employs 
snappy  one-liners,  voiceovers  and  animation- 
like  effects  to  smartly  skirt  around  the  melo¬ 
drama  danger  zone. 

Caricatures  seem  to  abound  with  gay  aban¬ 
don,  somehow  managing  not  to  appear  con¬ 
trived.  Elaine.  Ally’s  personal  assistant,  is  a 
fast-talking,  patently  insecure  and  ultimately 
obsequious  efficiency  machine,  although  her 
cartoon-like  persona  will  probably  save  her 
from  gaining  the  undiluted  hate  of  bidding 
Ally  McBeal  addicts. 

Richard,  too,,  displays  innate  fragility 
behind  his  smooth-talking  professional  per¬ 
sona  and  is  benevolent  enough, to. enlighten 


dubs  these  personal  truisms  “Fishisms.” 

Observing  her  difficulty  in  coming  to  terais 
with  Billy’s  presence  and  marital  status  (yes! 
he's  married!),  be  explains  to  her  that  love  is 
not  something  in  which  the  streetwise  opera¬ 
tor  places  faith. 

“Money  is  the  only  thing  you  can  take  to 
the  bank.”  be  declares. 

And  there  is  odd  stab  at  farce.  When  Billy's 
wife,  Georgia,  comes  to  see  Ally  at  home  to 
discover  the  extent  of  Ally’s  feeling  for  her 
husband  -  on  observing  that  Ally’s  love  for 
Billy  is  still,  very  much,  alive  -  Georgia 
declares  her  hatred  of  Ally, 

But  when  Ally  counters  with  a  haired  dec¬ 
laration  of  her  own.  a  hopeful  Georgia  ays: 
“Really,  you're  not  just  saying  that,  are  you?” 

At  the  end  of  the  first  episode,  we  leave  our 
heroine  musing  on  the  evolutionary  pattern 
of  her  life.  Is  she  happy?  Does  she  want  to  be 
happy?  And  how  important  is  it  to  be  happy 
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IThe  Museum  opens  at  20:00,  Concert  begins  at  20:30. 
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25  GRANOT  ST.  MUSEUM  ROW  TEL:  02-5611068 
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Sahar  wins  $150m.  insurance  contract 


Sahar  Insurance,  a  subsidiary  of  Harel  Insurance  Investments,  yes¬ 
terday  announced  that  it  has  won  a  $150  million  insurance  contract 
for  the  new  David  Inter-Continental  hotel  in  Tel  Aviv.  The  hotel, 
which  is  pan  of  the  Inter-Continental  chain,  is  scheduled  to  open 
early  next  year.  Sahar  said  that  it  had  won  the  contract  together  with 
the  Zurich  Insurance  Company,  which  insures  all  of  Inter¬ 
Continental's  hotels  around  the  world. 

Earlier  this  week.  Sahar  said  that  it  was  granted  a  N1S  300m.  con¬ 
tract  to  insure  the  Tzameret  Towers  building  project  in  Tel  Aviv. 

Dan  Gerstenfeld 


Pizza  Hut  to  invest  $4£m.  on  new  outlets 


Fast-food  chain  Pizza  Hut  intends  to  invest  some  $4.5  million 
next  year  to  open  new  restaurants  and  redecorate  its  existing  out¬ 
lets. 

The  local  franchise  of  the  US  food  giant  said  it  had  invested 
$750,000  this  year  in  opening  three  new  restaurants,  which  are  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  Ben-Gurion  Airport,  Jerusalem  and  Holon. 

The  company,  which  also  operates  the  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken 
chaiiK,said  it  intends-tp  increase  the  number  of  restaurants  in  Israel 
from  34  to  50  hy  die  end  of  1999.  Dan  Gerstenfeld 


*  *  * 


EURO 

EXCITEMENT 

IS 

COMING! 


Be  part  of  it from  the  start! 


On  January  1,  1999,  eleven  European  countries  will  make 
history  as  they  unite  under  one  extraordinary  new  currency: 
the  Euro.  There's  no  question  that  this  enormous  event 
heralds  an  even  stronger  European  market  -  and  unlimited 
outstanding  investment  opportunities. 


Catch  the  Euro  now,  and  you'll  be  set  for  the  great  heights 
this  currency  is  certain  to  achieve.  Let  CommSfock  introduce 
you  to  a  wide  range  of  funds  that  will  convert  to  Euro  in 
March,  and  keep  your  portfolio  in  stride  with  21st  century 
Europe. 


For  a  consultation  with  no  obligation,  please  call  George 
Warszawski,  director  of  our  International  Funds  Division,  at 
(02)  6244963. 
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E-mail:  commstock^pobox-com 


CommStock  Trading  Ltd.  & 

Futures.  Options,  and  Stack  Brokers  | 

Jerusalem:  City  Tower.  34  Ben  Yehuda  St.  £ 
Tel .  02-624-4963;  Fax.  02-624-4876  I 
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Early  elections  to  disrupt 


f 


central-bank  revision  process 


By  DAVDZEV  HARMS 

and  JESSICA  SIBNBERG 


With  die  dissolution  of  Prime  Minister 
Binyamin  Netanyahu’s  government  and 
finance  minister  Yaakov  Neeman’s  resigna¬ 
tion  last  week,  the  Levin  Committee's  blue¬ 
print  for  the  creation  of  checks  and  balances 
on  the  Bank  of  Israel  seems  doomed  to 
gather  dust.  Treasury  and  Bank  of  Israel 
sources  said  yesterday. 

While  various  media  reports  have  sug¬ 
gested  the  Levin  blueprint  includes  recom¬ 
mendations  for  a  five-person  board  of  which 
three  members  would  be  Treasury 


appointees,  both  Treasury  and  central  bank 
sources  scoffed  at  the  leaks. 

According  to  the  media  reports,  the  blue¬ 
print  suggests  that  the  governor  would  be 
allowed  to  veto  the  Treasury's  appointees, 
who  would  come  from  academia,  only  in  a 
case  of  a  blatant  conflict  of  interests.  The 
reports  also  said  the  central  bank's  main  goal 
would  not  be  defined  exclusively  as  main¬ 
taining  price  stability,  but  also  would  include 
the  generation  of  growth  and  employment  as 
part  of  the  central  bank's  aims. 

One  Levin  Committee  member  said  be 
couldn't  believe  any  of  his  colleagues  would 
reveal  details  of  the  recommendations. 


At  the  same  time,  central  bank  and 
Treasury  sources  said  the  “leaked”  details 
suggest  the  committee  agrees  with  some  of 
their  suggestions. 

“We've  made  it  clear  we  are  in  favor  of  a 
board  of  governors,”  Treasury  spokesman 
Eli  Yosef  said. 

Yosef  said  tire  Treasury  wouldn't  comment 
on  the  Levin  recommendations  until  they  are 
officially  presented  to  the  government. 

According  to  the  media  reports,  the  cen¬ 
tral  bank  is  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Israel 
Law  becoming  a  basic  regulation,  institut¬ 
ing  a  system  of  checks  and  balances  on  the 
central  bank  governor. 


There’s  also  some  on  certainty  regarding  ... 
Labor  MK  Avraham  Sbohat’s  alternative 
bill,  which  also  calls  for  the  creation  of  a 
board  of  governors. 

The  Knesset  Finance  Committee  nominal-  . 
ly  approved  the  bill  before  its  first  reading 
earlier  this  month,  but  new  elections  will 
probably  halt  its  processing  by  the  ongoing 
Knesset,  which  anyway  would  have  had  to 
wait  for  the  Levin  report  to  be  taken  up  by 

the  plenary.  , 

‘There's  no  Treasury,  there  s  no  govern- 
raent,”  Shohat  said.  ‘That  will  la* 

April  and  therefore  any  conclusions  reached  f, 
bv  the  committee  will  just  sit  for  now. 


Leumi 
raises 
$250m. 
on  UK 
debt  market 


By  DAN  GERSTENFELD 


I  j“nmi  International  Investments 
NV,  a  Netherlands  Antilles-based 
subsidiary  of  Bank  Leumi,  has 
raised  $250  million  by  issuing 
bonds  on  the  London  Stock 
Market,  the  bank  said  yesterday. 

The  bonds  carry  variable  interest 
and  mature  in  2006. 

The  bank  said  that  the  money 
raised  would  be  used  to  finance  its 
long-term  needs.  The  issue,  which 
is  guaranteed  by  Bank  Leumi,  is 
part  of  the  plans  of  Israel's  sec¬ 
ond-largest  bonk  to  raise  as  much 
as  $1  billion  by  selling  medium- 
term  notes  overseas. 

The  bank  raised  $275m.  last 
December.  The  bank's  spokes¬ 
woman  said  that  it  has  not  set  up  a 
date  for  the  next  bonds  issue. 

The  move  is  the  latest  in  a  series 
of  bond  issues  on  London  by 
Israeli  banks  which  are  trying  to 
diversify  their  sources  of  capitaL 

Earlier  this  year,  the  First 
International  Bank  of  Israel  said  it 
intends  to  raise  $200m.  on  the 
Eurobonds  market  by  offering 
five-year  notes  which  carry’ vari¬ 
able  interest 

Bank  Hapoalim  took  a  similar  step 
last  year,  when  it  said  that  its  inter¬ 
national  subsidiary  would  sell 
$600m.  in  medium-term  notes  of 
various  types  at  fixed  and  variable 
interest  rates  in  23  currencies  linked 
to  varied  indexes  on  the  London 
Stock  Exchange. 


IMF  cuts 
world 
growth 
forecast 


Bv  JERBH1T  PBUHPSKY 


Double  tracking 

The  double  rail  track  from  Tel  Aviv  to  Lod  has  been  completed  in  recent  days,  clearing  the  way 
for  an  increase  in  the  frequency  of  trains  on  this  section  and  thus  reducing  congestion  to 
Rehovot,  Ashdod  and  Beersheba.  The  cost  of  the  doubting  project  was  NIS  83  million,  and  the 
work  was  carried  out  without  disruption  to  train  services.  CTexc  Sybil  Ehrlich.  Photo:  Israel  Railways) 


The  International  Monetary  Fund  • 
yesterday  lowered  its  projection  ftaf 
1999  world  economic  growth  for- 
the  second  time  in  three  months, 
citing  deteriorating  conditions  in 
Japan,  Latin  America  and  Russia. 

The  IMF  forecast  that  output  will 
grow  22  percent  in  1999,  down 
from  the  2.5  percent  it  predicted  in 
Late  September.  The  prospects  tor 
sustained  growth  are  further 
dimmed  by  an  expected  plunge  in 
capital  flows  to  emerging  markets  to 
$90  billion  next  year,  down  from 
$130  billion  projected  in  September, 
the  IMF  said  in  an  interim  report. 

“While  the  danger  of  a  global 
recession  docs  seem  to  have 
diminished,  the  supply  of  funds  to 
most  emerging  market  economies 
is  still  sharply  reduced,  and  condi¬ 
tions  in  financial  markets  remain 
fragile,”  the  IMF  said.  Tt  would 
therefore  be  premature  to  consider 
the  difficulties  to  be  over.” 

Next  year's  projection  is  down 
from  4.2  percent  growth  m  .1997,  - 
when  (mrrericy  .^ 

'  mounting’  debt  hfejgah.  sweeta"** 
through  emd#ng  market^  enc 
ing  economic  growth  and  sending 
investors  fleeing. 

Japan  -  considered  key  to  pulling 
East  Asia  out  of  its  steep  recession 
because  the  nation’s  economy  is  the 
world’s  second  largest  -  will  con¬ 
tract  0.5  percent  next  year,  down 
from  the  0.5  percent  growth  the  IMF 
initially  estimated.  (Bloomberg; 
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Farmers:  November  drought 
damage  NIS  100m. 


By  JESSICA  STBHjBBRO 


November’s  blue  skies  and  sunny 
weather  translated  into  NIS  100 
million  in  damages  for  the  coun¬ 
try’s  farmers,  said  MK  and 
Agricultural  Center  head  Shalom 
Simhon  yesterday. 

“The  damage  isn't  severe  but  the 
crops  will  be  small,”  warned 
Simhon. 

According  to  the  November 
rainfall  figures,  farmers  needed  an 
average  130m.  cubic  meters  of 
water,  85  percent  more  than  the 
70m.  cubic  meters  which  fell  last 
month. 

The  lack  of  rain  was  particularly 


severe  down  south,  where  wheat 
crops  had  begun  to  sprout  but  had 
to  be  replanted  after  the  rain 
stopped.  This  year’s  wheat  yield 
will  be  lower  than  usual,  said 
Simhon.  and  “we'll  have  to  import 
more  wheat  from  the  US  in  order 
to  make  up  the  difference.” 

A  dunam  of  wheat  needs  about 
300  to  400  cubic  meters  of  water, 
said  Shlomo  Leshem,  director  of 
the  economic  department  at  the 
Agricultural  Center. 

“We  don’t  usually  need  to  irrigate 
during  these  months,"  he  said.  “If 
we  do.  it  brings  our  costs  much 
higher.” 

Farmers  generally  count  on  the 


water  that  falls  from  November 
through  December.  If  the  soil  isn't 
moist,  it  also  affects  the  summer 
crops,  according  to  Leshem. 

“We've  got  both  crop  damage  and 
economic  damage,”  Leshem  said. 

At  the  same  time,  November’s 
sunny  weather  caused  produce  to 
ripen  quickly,  slashing  produce 
prices  and  bringing  fruits  and  veg¬ 
etables  down  7.5  percent  in 
November’s  1.3%  consumer  price 
index. 

Thai  shaved  0.3%  off  the  con¬ 
sumer  price  index  basket,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Jonathan  Katz,  head  of  the 
macroeconomic  department  at 
Capital  Financial  Markets. 


Private  consumption , 
up  5%  in  Aug.-Oct 


News  agencies 


Private  consumption  showed 
signs  of  recovery  during  the 
August-October  period,  the 
Central  Bureau  of  Statistics  yester¬ 
day  said. 

According  to  the  CBS’s  data  the 
proceeds  of  the  business  and  ser¬ 
vices  sectors  rose  5%  during  the 
August-October  period,  after  reg¬ 
istering  a  standstill  during  the 
January-July  period. 

The  data  is  based  on  reports  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  income  tax  authorities. 

Recovery  in  private  consumption 
is  common  each  year  in  the  summer 


months,  and  stems  from  increased 
purchases  of  various  seasonally  ori¬ 
ented  services. 

However,  the  recovery  also  stems 
from  the  rescheduling  of  various 
import  deals,  as  well  as  the  pur¬ 
chasing  of  a  host  of  services  and 
products,  in  the  wake  of  the. 
shekel’s  20  percent  depreciation 
last  fall. 

Total  wholesale  trade  proceeds 
during  August-October  rose  7%  in 
annual  terms,  after  falling  in  the 
first  seven  months  of  the  year.  A  2% 
rise  was  posted  during  this  period  in 
retail-trade  proceeds,  after  a  fall  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 


By  GBJJAH  HAI1PYSPE 


EU  hires  shrinks  to  help  sell  the  euro 


BRUSSELS  (Reuters)  -  With 
the  birth  of  the  euro  just  days 
away,  a  group  of  eminent  people 
meets  regularly  in  an  unimposing 
room  in  Brussels  to  win  over 
European  Union  citizens  to  the 
new  currency. 

The  assortment  of  psycholo¬ 
gists,  historians,  economists  and 
sociologists  has  been  asked  by 
the  EU  to  work  out  why  people 
love  money,  particularly  their 
own  currency. 

They  then  have  to  persuade 


them  that  it  will  be  a  good  thing 
to  ditch  their  marks,  francs  and 
tire  for  the  anonymous  euro. 

No  small  task  for  the  Psycho- 
Sociology  Group. 

The  path  to  economic  and  mon¬ 
etary  union  is  pitted  with  pot¬ 
holes  threatening  to  trip  up  sever¬ 
al  social  groups. 

According  to  a  report  from  the 
group,  those  most  likely  to  expe¬ 
rience  problems  with  the  new 
common  currency  include  the 
very  poor  and  those  who  can't 
write  a  check  or  add  up  in  their 
own  money  -  between  a  quarter 


and  a  third  of  all  Europeans. 

Advocates  of  the  euro,  which 
will  replace  old  monies  by  mid- 
2002  in  every  EU  country  except 
Britain,  Denmark,  Greece  and 
Sweden,  say  it  will  take  the  cur¬ 
rency  conversion  headaches  out 
of  foreign  trade  and  the  confu¬ 
sion  out  of  shopping  abroad. 

It  should  also  be  a  great  leveler, 
confirming  to  Finnish  drivers,  for 
example,  that  they  do  indeed  pay 
far  more  for  a  titer  of  petrol  than 
motorists  in  Luxembourg. 

Bui  some  people  don't  want  to 
be  leveled. 


Practical  Judaism 
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“A  currency  is  a  language.  You 
don't  change  language  so  easily,” 
says  the  Psycho-Sociology 
Group's  Thierry  Vissoi. 

For  Germans  who  saw  their 
country  rise  from  the  ashes  of 
World  War  II  to  become  Europe's 
economic  powerhouse,  the  mark 
is  not  just  a  currency,  it  has 
become  a  symbol  of  national 
pride  and  prosperity. 

Even  when  the  currency  stays 
the  same,  sudden  alterations  in 
familiar  benchmarks  can  cause 
havoc. 

Moves  in  some  European  coun¬ 
tries  to  switch  from  paying  pen¬ 
sions  monthly  rather  than  quar¬ 
terly  raised  howls  of  protest  from 
those  who  believed  their  income 
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Judaism 


Chief  Rabbi  Israel  Meir  Lau  explains  in  400  pages  his  understanding  of 
Judaism  from  "getting  up  in  the  morning"  to  the  mezuza,  the  synagogue, 
keeping  kosher,  shabbat,  the  festivals,  brit  milah,  marriage  and  more. 

It  aims  to  aid  broad  sectors  of  the  Jewish  public  who  have  asked,  Who  are 
we?  What  is  unique  about  us  ?  What  are  our  obBgations? 

Many  of  us  no  longer  accept  axiomatical  ly  the  fact  that  we  are  Jewish.  They 
want  to  know  what  are  the  sources  for  Jewish  belief  and  want  to 
understand  the  foundations  underlying  their  very  existence  as  Jews. 

The  compelling  search  for  answers  has  resulted  in  this  volume. 

Practical  Judaism  is  a  modest  answer  to  this  penetrating  question. 

Hardcover,  403  pp.  All  orders  subject  to  availability. 
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had  been  cut. 

According  to  Vissoi,  national 
currencies  enable  compatriots  to 
form  a  strong  social  bond  by 
allowing  them  to  trade  with  each 
other. 

One  of  the  problems  of  wean- ; 
ing  Frenchmen  from  that  part  of 
their  psyche  that  proclaims  “I  am 
a  franc",  says  the  group,  is  the 
public  s  blissful  ignorance  about 
the  euro. 

In  a  recent  survey,  Britons 
pegged  the  value  of  one  euro 
witgn  a  wide  range  of  50  pence 

The  likely  exchange  rate  will 
be  around  70  pence. 

It's  not  that  information  about-' 
the  switchover  is  missing. 

It  just  isn’t  getting  through 
because  people  are  not  very 
interested  and  do  not  always  trust 
the  messengers. 

How  then,  to  get  across  the  - 
message  to  citizens  to  know  and 
love  the  new  currency? 

Vissoi,  who  has  written  three 
books  on  the  subject,  suggests 
training  the  postman,  doctor, 
chemist  and  primary  school  chii-  j 
dren  to  help  spread  the  word.  * 

“The  family  doctor  Is  tike  a 
raodCTn  day  priest.  You  ask  him 
all  kinds  of  things  -  how  to 
repair  your  car,  what  to  do  about 
y°u relaxes  -  so  why  not  the 
euro,  he  explains,  adding  that  a 
pilot  scheme  to  train  volunteer' . 
euro-doctors  is  under  wav 
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After  the  tempest 


fnancial  markets  were  unfazed  by  yet  another  round  of  Gulf  hostilities  and  Clinton  travails 


The  US  dropped  bombs  on 
Iraq,  erstwhile  House 
Speaker-elect  Bob  Livingston 
dropped  a  bomb  on  Capitol  Hill, 
uid  a  few  more  big  companies, 
including  3M  and  Mattel,  dropped 
eamings-related  bombs  on  their 
shareholders. 

But  for  the  most  part.  Wall  Street 
shook  everything  off  Iasi  week. 

How  much  it  all  didn't  matter 
was  reflected  somewhat  in  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average, 
which  rose  moderately,  and  more 
so  in  the  technology-dominated 
Nasdaq  composite  index,  which 
rocketed  2.8  percent  for  the  week 
o  end  at  a  record  2.086.14  points. 
3  fe  would  seem  that  many  stock 
investors,  like  normal  people 
everywhere  in  a  world  where  every 
shocking  bit  of  recorded  history 
now  is  just  a  mouse  click  away,  are 
being  forced  to  raise  their  indigna¬ 
tion  thresholds  significantly. 

Bomb  Iraq  back  to  the  Stone 
Age?  What,  again?  Another  politi¬ 


cal  leader  is  forced  to  admit  adul¬ 
tery?  Not  even  the  Nutionai 
Enquirer  is  terribly  interested  in 
this  story  anymore. 

Impeach  the  president?  It's  a  sad 
affair,  of  course.  But  what  does  that 
have  to  do  with  the  price  wc  pay  for 
Microsoft  shares?  Not  much  at  all. 
apparently:  Microsoft  helped  lead 
the  Nasdaq  market  rally  on  Friday, 
surging  S3.44  to  a  record  SI 37 .81. 
A  year  ago  you  could  have  had  rhe 
stock  for  just  $59. 

Still,  we  know  from  experience  a 
few  months  ago  that  Wall  Street 
can  get  upset  enough  to  start  panic- 
selling  instead  of  panic-buying. 

But  it  takes  a  lot  -  something  on 
the  order  of  the  threatened  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  global  economy. 

Tuesday  the  institution  most 
responsible  for  halting  that 
threatened  collapse,  the  US 
Federal  Reset  \e.  was  scheduled 
to  hold  its  final  meeting  ol  IWK. 
(The  Fed  evidently  is  able  n>  hold 
d  board  meeting  just  three  days 


Ways  of  Wall  Street 


By  TOM  PETRUNO 

before  Christmas  because  all 
board  members  are  early  holiday 
shoppers.  How  efficient!)  After 
cutting  the  US  banking  system's 
benchmark  short-term  interest 
raie  three  times  since  Sept.  29. 
from  5  5'.r  to  the  current  4  75**-. 
the  heuins  among  economists 
was  thru  the  Fed  would  leave 
rates  unchanged,  silently  wish  the 
American  nation  a  happy  holiday, 


Oil-market  victor 


Several  years  from  now,  historians  will  have  a 
better  perspective  of  the  period  that  began  with 
Iraq's  oil-driven  invasion  of  Kuwait  in  1990  and 
ended  with  Saddam  Hussein  Vs  battle  for  survival. 
There  win  be  much  speculation  as  ■ 
toijby  President  CEnton  decided  jri  >.;<T 
t<‘«rike  Iraq  just  a  day  short  of  the 
USj  House-  of  Representatives’ 
vote  cm  Jus  possible  impeachme/iL 
The  issue  of  oil  -  having  been 
•Somewhat  overlooked  -  will 
return  with  a  vengeance  to  the  public  debate. 

•  1998  will  go  down  in  history  os  the  year  in  which 
pairricesplui^ed  to  a  25-year  low,  from  a  high  of 
.*$22  a  barr^l  ip  1997  to  a  low  of  $9.30  a  barrel  in 
jnfd-E>a:ember  1998,  dropping  even  lower  in  real- 
,  .tem  pnceS  thah'tfie  first  1973  oil  crisis. 
•/-.Itedeplme  js‘ attributable  both  to  the  December 
1997  economic  crisis  of  Southeast  Asia  and  OPEC's 
'  erioneous  decision  to  increase  petroleum  quotas  by 
■IDpenamtat  exactly  the  same  rime.  The  economic 
:'S$u£- which  spread  to  Russia,  South  America  and 
~  btlki  iQanriie^  drought  down  the  demand  for 
.  petrtjfcffai  **}  die  market  was  flooded  with  oil  and 
:  poc*^pfiinjg^d.  >  •• 

•  ■ ' By  .  Jbaj£J998;  OPBC  had  decided  to  cut  produc- 
'  Together  with  the  cuts  imposed  by 
riducers,  ‘  world  oil  production  was 
a.<3  million  barrels  per  day). 

AMioogh  OPEC has  complied  with  90%  of  the 
cats^m  rtx^  momhs,  oil  prices  continue  to  drop. 
^"^  .Ut  the  ^Imtcd  petroleum  market,  with 
»  more  than 

yglc,''ey&i]  a  small  addition 

ftb.Xraq._- 

^  .  .  ,  J,  the  Aril  .  _  _ 

Cwu^I'tiecjxfed  -to  increase  Iraq’s  Oil  for  Food  and 

*'ion  to  $5.2  billion  in 


COMMENT 


b  months  -  a  reward  to  Saddam  Hussein  for  ending 
January's  crises.  Iraq  was  allowed  in  regain  its  pre- 
Gult  War  market  share,  pouring  mure  oil  into  an 
already  glutted  market. 

...  By  defining  Iraq's  export  quota  in 
dollar  terms  and  not  in  barrels,  at 
a  time  when  prices  were  low.  the 
Security  Council  unwittingly 
By  DR.  AMIT  HOR  became  aplayw  in  (he petroleum 

market.  There  was  no  formal  lim¬ 
itation  on  Iraqi  exports  and  the 
downward  trend  in  oil  prices  was  exacerbated. 

Saddam  emerged  a  double  winner.  In  addition  to 
Iraq’s  increased  oil-export  allowance.  Saddam 
undoubtedly  enjoyed  watching  the  Saudi  princes 
and  Iranian  leaders  sweat  as  their  countries  lost  sub¬ 
stantial  income  and  suffered  through  economic 
crises  and  increased  political  instability. 

The  huge  loss  of  jietrul-dollars  led  the  leaders  of 
Saudi  Arabia  and  Iran  to  invite  the  international  oil 
companies  back  after  25  years  and  to  invest  in  devel¬ 
oping  the  oil  and  gas  sectors  of  their  countries.  Success 
could  result  in  Saudi  and  other  OPBC  countries, 
increasing  their  market  share  well  above  their  current 
40%,  leading  to  increased  US  and  Western  dependen¬ 
cy  on  Persian  Gulf  oil  in  the  long  run. 

It  should  be  underscored  that  every  iloUar  change  in 
the  barrel  price  of  oil  means  a  loss  oi  gain  to  oil-pro¬ 
ducing  countries  and  companies  of  $75 m.  a  day,  or 
$30b.  annually.  OPEC’s  leaders  and  the  oil  companies 
would  have  been  satisfied  as  long  as  Desen  Fox 
caused  oil  pices  to  rise  even  by  a  few  cents  per  barrel. 
Indeed  this  was  thesrase  -  oil  prices  rose  8%  on  day 
one  of  the  attack.  But  the  cause  for  celebration  was 
short-lived;  pices  dropped  to  their  former  low  a  day 
later  and,  in  the  end.  Saddam  still  emerged  a  winner. 


The  writer,  u  Tel  Aviv-bayed 
Middle  East  energy  expert. 
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and  adjourn  until  February.  The 
central  bank  essentially  warned  at 
iis  last  meeting,  on  Nov.  17,  that  it 
was  finished  easing  credit,  at 
least  for  the  near  term. 

THERE  certainly  is  no  major  out¬ 
cry  for  lower  interest  rates  on  Wall 
Street  today.  The  despair  that  per¬ 
meated  global  financial  markets  in 
late  September  and  early  October 
has  largely  dissipated. 

Asian  stock  markets  have  most¬ 
ly  soared  in  recent  months,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  local  investors,  ar 
least,  believe  the  worst  is  over  for 
Lhose  devastated  economies. 

Brazil,  which  in  September 
looked  to  be  the  next  country  to 
fall  in  the  global  domino  game  of 
currency  devaluations  and  crash¬ 
ing  financial  markets,  has  been 
bailed  out  by  the  international 
Monetary  Fund,  although  the 
long-term  success  of  the  bailout 
package  is  fur  trum  assured. 

Russia  is  still  a  gigantic  mess,  but 
it's  Mich  a  minor  player  on  the  world 
economic  stage  that  Wall  Street  has 
stopped  paying  attention  -  except 
when  someone  raises  the  possibility 
of  the  country’s  nuclear  arsenal 
fulling  into  the  wrong  hands. 

The  US  economy,  meanwhile,  is 
the  same  old  story:  The  manufac¬ 
turing  sector  is  hurting  because  of 
w  eaker  export  demand  and  a  lack  of 
pricing  power  in  general.  That’s 
spelling  trouble  for  earnings  growth 
at  more  than  u  few  companies. 

But  overall,  confident  American 
consumers  continue  to  spend  on 
the  things  they  love  and  think  they 
need  -  keeping  the  economy  on  an 
upward  trajectory. 

Single-family  housing  starts,  for 
example,  surged  5%  in  November, 
and  the  three-month  average  of 
such  starts,  through  November,  is 
the  highest  in  20  years,  Goldman, 
Sachs  &  Co.  reports. 

For  the  Fed,  then,  it’s  a  good 
time  to  leave  well  enough  alone. 

WALL  Street,  recognizing  this,  is 
likely  to  have  the  same  reaction  to 
the  Fed's  policies  as  it  had  to  last 
week's  events  in  the  Gulf.  Which  is 
to  say,  stocks  will  continue  rising. 

Or  at  least,  that's  the  path  of  least 
resistance  for  the  relative  handful 
of  stocks  that  have  been  leading 
the  market  for  the  last  month  and 
for  much  of  the  last  five  years. 

Apart  from  the  Internet  stock  .. 
mania,  the  serious  buying  today  is  . 
concentrated  in  just  the  biggest  of 
the  big  stocks,  and  particularly 
those  in  the  tech  sector.  Hitting 
new  highs  on  Friday,  besides 
Microsoft,  were  computer-net¬ 
working  titan  Cisco  Systems,  up 
$5.56  to  $90.44.  and  IBM.  up 


$5.50  to  $171.56. 

How  do  we  know  the  buying  is  so 
concentrated?  Consider  these  stats: 
Standard  &  Poor's  index  of  60 0 
smaller  stocks  has  gone  nowhere 
since  Nov.  6,  closing  Friday  at 
166.17,  vs.  166.98  on  Nov.  6. 

By  contrast,  the  Nasdaq  J00 
index,  which  tracks  the  100  largest 
Nasdaq  stocks  by  market  capital¬ 
ization  (i.e.,  Microsoft,  Cisco,  etc.), 
has  soared  19%  in  the  same  period. 

It's  hardly  surprising  that 
investors  looking  toward  the  new 
year  would  pick  technology  as  a 
good  place  to  be  sinking  money- 
right  now. 

If  the  global  economy  grows  at  a 
be  tter-ih  an -expected  pace  in  1999, 
spending  on  technology  should  be 
strong  as  well. 

And  if  global  growth  slows, 
technology  -  the  great  business 
and  investment  story  of  this  entire 
decade  -  may  still  be  a  better  bet 
than  a  lot  or  other  industry  sectors. 

Even  so.  many  investors’  ten¬ 
dency  to  focus  on  just  the  biggest 
of  the  big  names  in  high-tech  and 
other  stock  groups  may  betray 
more  underlying  worry  about  the 
future  of  the  economy  and  the 
market,  than  the  record-high  of  the 
Nasdaq  index  would  suggest. 

A  good  reason  to  buy  mega¬ 
stocks,  besides  their  being  by  def¬ 
inition  the  most  successful  compa¬ 
nies  of  the  moment,  is  that  they  are 
relatively  easy  to  jettison  if  the 
economic  and  market  backdrops 
begin  to  darken. 

But  what  would  it  take  to  make 
investors  believe  that  the  outlook 
was  in  fact  turning  meaningfully 
negative?  A  Gallup  survey  of 
1 .001  US  investors,  commissioned 
by  brokerage  PaineWebber  and 
conducted  between  Nov.  9  and 
Dec.  7,  asked  people  to  rate  eight 
current  economic  and  political 
problems  by  their  perceived  effect 
on  the  investment  climate. 

A  total  of  51%  of  respondents 
believed  that  the  Asian  economic 
crisis  was  hurting  the  investment 
climate  “a  lot."  But  beyond  that 
issue,  people  were  relatively 
unfazed  by  the  other  supposed 
challenges  to  markets'  health. 

Just  23%  believed  Russia's  woes 
hurt  a  lot.  while  52%  said  they 
hurt  a  little. 

As  For  impeachment,  just  18% 
said  that  process  was  hurting  the 
investing  climate  a  lot,  while  50% 
said  it  had.no  effect.  •  •  -  - 

For  some  reason,  Gallup  decided 
to  ask  what  effect  the  civil  strife  in 
the  Serbian  province  of  Kosovo 
was  having  on  the  investment  cli¬ 
mate.  Not  surprisingly,  just  5%  of 
respondents  said  it  hurt  a  Iol 

(Los  Angeles  Times) 


movements,  is  concluding  Jus;. 

.  term  of  <rffice;afief-  ftlmpsif  .28  -' 
years  .of  service.  His  retirement 
becomes  effective  on' January  5. 

A  special  guest  at  the  closing  din- . 
iter  of  theEuropeun  IntEroabonaJ 
'  Business  ftc&Jetny  Conference,- 
held  m  conjunction  with  Bar-Ban 
University,  was  'Jordanian  busi¬ 
nessman  Onjar  Salah,  CEO  of 
the  -  Century  Investment  Group 
'  (ffld  a  partner  of  Israeli  industrial-. . 
isr  Dot  Lautroan.  Lommaft  was  -  - 
cited'  by.  the  EIBA  as  the 
International  .Executive  of  .the 
Year.  Salah  praised  him  for creat-  •' 
ing  opportunities' fca-  thousands 
of  Jordanians.  Lautman  took'' 
risks  long,  before  other  Israeli  ; 
businessmen;  said  Salah.  He  •’! 
was  there  before  the  peare  treaty  ' 
was  signed  and  before  The  bor-.  - 
dets  were  qpenejL’*  Referring  to 

_ „  .  .  Tte  paimecsinpwithLmilniaBiBid  \ 

Medals  in  recognition  of  their  'to  die  .income';  oigxxnipito  -tills'-.  .; 
contributions  to  tourism  during  partnership  has  gencraied,  Sa&h  y. 
the  State’s  first  half  century,  said:  “Tbe  drvideods  of  peace  are . . 
Among  the .  other  recipients  -.here,” .  ;  '  r  ■  /*.' 

were  Shxnuel  Merom  from  - 

Unitours,  Avi  Friedman  from  Nitza  Blkst  general  manager  of  - 
Diesenhaus,  Hozi  Amid  from "  ;  Ldit  Dahshar  Cosmetics,  )ast 
Amiel  Tours,  Gideon  Rivlm  week  '  "  welcomed.  . ;'.  Edward- 
and  F.Ihanan  Drir  from  Kenes,  Torkia, . .  viceV.  pissideiit  *  of  - 


Former  chief  of  poHce  Assaf 
Hefetz  (right),  who  is  now  in  tire 
car  business,  is  the  star  .erf  a  tele¬ 
vision  commercial  for  Cartecb. 
A  small,  red,  model  car  is  about 
to  fly  off  bis  desk  and  Hefetz 
catches  it  in  the  last  moment. 
Caitech  General  Manager  Motti  - 
Kussovsky  (left),  whose  compa¬ 
ny  sells  car  protection  services, 
says  that  according  to  surveys, 
82  percent  of  viewers  perceive 
Hefetz  as  a  professional  who 
conveys  a  message  of  sincerity 

and  security. 

Though  best  known  as  the  for¬ 
mer  mayor  of  Jerusalem,  Teddy 
KoDek  was  also  head  of  die 
Israel  Government  Tourist 
Corporation.  He  was  honored 
this  week  by  Tburism  Minister. 
Moshe  Katsav,  who  presented 
25  leading  figures  from  the 
tourist  industry  with  Jubilee 


Sbiseido-Europe,  -  at  a  Japanese., 
branch  at .  LD.’s  elegant  Rash  •* . 
Ha'ayin  premises.  The  event  was  - 
a  celebration  of  die  return  -4to  / 
Israel  of  Sbiseido  Cosmetics. ‘ 
Sales  ofShtseadowere  suspended:/' 


and  Israel  Borovich  of  Arkia. 

New  appointments  at  the  Nova. ' 

Hotel,  Eilat,  part  of  the  Atlas  '- 
chain,  include  LQach  Mor  as  . 
front  desk  manager.  Amfram  . 

Sabag  as  food  and  beverage  .'  for  six  njonths  dae.  to  the  bank- 
manager,  Yoram  Hare!  as  ’  raptcy  of  the  comp^'*s  previous  \ 
night  manager  and  Dahl  Sror  Israel  representative;. Under  the  * 
as  purchaser.  \  new.  anaigemepL;  tbere  WlH  be , 

.  \  ■■./3'ri^<tf^tseido,s^rea£iiieitt,  fra-;  • ; 
Yigal  Yerushalmi,  directv-\^rara^Ss^»k«^.&tes.avaifi'  T 
general  of  the  Jewish  Agency’s  <;p!fc'l^ri^crfea^.i«aiL  put^ 
Israel  Department,  which  operL  ;:  tiiap  tiwto.were  bcfoTC.  Based  tHf  :'  • 
ates  Partirerehip  2000  in  coo-  -  ras^^gmes,'  dk  am^siy  » 
junction  with  local  and  r^ional  «»fide43t^aIesto  theisraefi  inar- .  ' 
authorities  and  setlkmenl  ket will behigk, 
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23.3 

Ctai  Sale  Bonds . 

. .  493.45 

490.57 

+  0.65 

+2.85 

9.4 

.  179.30 

17677 

-1  73 

-2.60 

12.4 

DOdfl  Marom . 

.6650.36 

6609.15 

♦  0.44 

+7.84 

32.6 

.  — - 

- - 

— 

— 

n  2 

DWaMMah  . 

.  1544.30 

183051 

+  032 

+9.79 

565 

36'  71 

36656 

t  724 

♦  17  ’.7 

157  3 

Ducas . 

..27037 

27032 

♦  074 

♦  10.27 

T75 

593)6 

581  35 

+  7  18 

-3.30 

2.0 

Emda  Goveneert  Bond . 

.  t160.72 

057,41 

+  Q.41 

♦5.95 

68.6 

— - 

+M 

■ - 

— 

715 

Emda  Lestwm . 

.  1504.81 

150059 

♦  053 

♦357 

2B3 

.  153.06 

151.82 

-242 

555 

125 

Emda  Sela . 

.  145251 

1449.03 

+  U71 

+6.40 

482 

272.74 

269.78 

-1.36 

+  1320 

9.1 

Eprton  Bonds . 

..220.45 

219  06 

♦aci 

+  1057 

26.0 

64650 

643^9 

■054 

+  12  22 

60 

G«va  . 

..442.02 

+36.50 

+  0.80 

+8.30 

88.4 

12778 

127.76 

•  0.74 

-512 

58 

Hoia  Prior . 

..58433 

58433 

+  052 

+821 

4895 

11925 

117.75 

+  053 

+2.84 

14.0 

llarxa  E902 . 

.  126629 

1260.72 

♦  0.77 

+  n^ 

m.3 

98  TO 

37.82 

•  1.48 

•  12  09 

403 

Hanot  Tapuah . 

.71336 

7T1.09 

+  0.70 

+4.45 

35.7 

9610 

95  66 

♦  089 

♦0.57 

9.6 

Hanot  Tapuz . 

.  H51 .06 

046.08 

+  0.94 

♦6.99 

955 

152  71 

151.91 

•O.M 

.351 

7.7 

..569.11 

56751 

-028 

+3.16 

495 

in.ra 

1D153 

-ate 

-6.60 

45 

Lahak  GrsTt  Bonds . 

. .  750.79 

750.79 

♦  153 

+  12.67 

16S.0 

14956 

148  94 

-450 

-10.13 

56.7 

Lahak  Shahaf . 

..  150.61 

J48JE 

♦  1.0S 

♦9.48 

545 

109.19 

100.63 

-aofl 

+0.56 

53.7 

Maritime  Govemmem  Bond  . 

— 

— 

- - 

145 

313040 

3117.75 

♦  1.18 

-0.48 

91  .B 

Mrtav  GWl  Bonds . 

.  .  13354 

13230 

+  0.46 

+  12.66 

222 

87  73 

97  30 

-0.87 

-781 

10.6 

Metorii  Petasn . 

.121.92 

12156 

+  02B 

+6.93 

19.0 

— 

71 .6 

Mereaat  GcrA  Bonds  . 

..16457 

183  68 

♦  045 

+6.73 

5.1 

208.46 

207.54 

,  1.31 

+  1  61 

67.4 

Nesua  Zanea  GoVl  Bonds  . . 

.  1466.69 

148425 

♦  0.93 

+  1056 

42.7 

1444^2 

1437.99 

1.07 

275 

Ooar  Gov'l  Bonds . 

.  164.73 

161.07 

+  0.42 

+8.11 

15.2 

.  7685 

76  42 

*  151 

-  10.76 

43 

PaComr  Bonds  50 . 

. .  260.67 

25852 

-057 

- - 

725 

474425 

4718  93 

-0.70 

6.12 

85 

PlaTarshfch  . 

..141.30 

138.81 

+  0.37 

+7.78 

248.1 

.  5097 

50.70 

♦  0.44 

-  72  39 

134 

Pla  2amid  . . . . 

.  505722 

4968.00 

+  023 

+6  78 

15B3 

.90962 

90452 

-057 

4381 

1043 

Paagot  Agach . 

..618.12 

60721 

+  0.59 

+8.47 

506 

2801.75 

2787.3 8 

♦  0.74 

+0.35 

75.0 

Pasgct  Maala . 

..465.48 

46151 

+  053 

+937 

592 

.  .  — 

— • 

— 

— 

1.0 

Psagot  Madad  . 

.  802.09 

59144 

♦  056 

+7.14 

1205 

.  17090 

773.36 

-0-09 

+4.40 

825 

Shavff  Pakan  . 

.  77554 

77356 

+  0.14 

+  tl.68 

199.3 

.13665 

136.85 

♦  1  14 

+  10,16 

138.4 

VharaPBkan . 

. .  613.7B 

612.02 

-  0.20 

+753 

132.0 

.  94» 

£0  71 

0.00 

+0.93 

7.7 

>fevul  Ftekan . 

..80955 

806.71 

+  048 

+9.40 

184.8 

..79  05 

77.71 

♦  0-87 

-  11.21 

163 

Zh/ . 

..880.65 

67253 

♦  048 

+  10.61 

47.4 

.83752 

818.71 

♦  057 

-3.50 

313 

Zohar . 

..55M9 

54451 

+  0.84 

465« 

385 

338.71 
.  97.44 
..94.63 
128.06 

436.31 

77^6 

8H.98 

187.45 

268.17 


..  .46.75 
.221.70 
. .  114.30 
. . .  52.32 
. .  194.05 
.24948 
.  58  65 
.451  44 
.  1051-20 
. .  120.76 
. .  155-14 
.  - 12002 
. . .  67.60 
. .  164.45 
. .  .9535 
102035 
.  .  13231 
. .  201.81 
.64174 
.  127933 

.  115035 
, . .  6436 

.'.'.'86.30 
. .  74S7 
..nose 

.'.'135.75 
.838.30 
.381.61 
,  .13141 
.  .  123.14 
.  100.96 
.  180.B7 
.71.17 
..112J8 
. .  139.17 

‘.‘150*1 

..2887 
.33453 
.  13527 
.78.48 


337.61 

97.17 

9380 

12583 

426.65 
7783 
797.63 
186  90 
281  V 


46.03 

21908 

ns.  n 

52.18 

19057 

24874 

57.60 

449.05 

1037.73 

1)064 

152.44 

T1673 

86438 

163.98 

93.63 
100435 

130S9 

19625 

82&8B 

1272.42 

H29.64 

62^5 

64.79 

73.64 
109.97 

13037 

833.88 

37953 

180.16 

120.69 

8956 

15a69 

70.08 

11041 

138.77 

151.03 

29.79 
323  41 
134.46 
7623 


♦  0.48 

♦  1.16 
-4.10 
-268 

♦  0.61 

♦  051 
■  0.44 
-  1.71 

•  1.03 


-0.41 
♦  0.02 
-0.53 
-258 
+  IM 
-055 
■  1.40 

♦  027 
+  0.17 
•350 
*0.74 
-051 
-1.71 
+  1^4 
-158 

♦  ass 
•0.10 
+  1.13 
-0.20 
+  0.17 

+  0.12 
-321 

+ 150 
-058 
+  0.48 

+  026 
-1.18 

♦  056 
-2.68 

♦  451 

+  1.57 
-0.79 
+  0L13 
-0.10 

-257 

♦  1.46 
-051 
-121 
-525 


+  10.42 

-1561 

•257 

-0.13 

♦4.33 

•2.07 

■025 

*023 


+  10.65 
♦7.35 
+3.17 
-2158 
-158 
■459 
♦051 
♦023 
+1.74 
-257 
♦752 
+6.10 
-1.76 
+1.77 
♦2.45 
+U68 
♦022 
+126 
+6.48 
+6.07 

♦655 

♦0.77 


-13.48 

♦1.61 

♦456 
41.16 
♦3.77 
-252 
■  17.79 


-  13.67 
-159 
-227 

♦5.16 
■  4023 
514 
-9  66 
-19.40 


STATE  BONDS 


475.59 


463.91 


-  056  +765 


55.3 

36.8 

16.3 
282 

17.4 
685 
34.6 
525 
592 

7.8 

15.9 
ZA 

10.0 

52 

5.1 
U7 
2.0 
28 
11.0 

5.6 
182 

1.7 
25 
65 

4.1 
605 

20.4 

76.1 
375 
855 

1342 

1B05 

355 

84.8 
315 

05 

115.4 
227 
825 
415 

38.1 
1415 
2185 

41.1 
4.6 

32 

05 

as 

15 

10.7 

235 

02 

2.8 
24 
3.1 


7.1 


COMPANY  BONDS 


i  Tstja . 

i  Rotstain  Bonds 

Bond . 

Capfial  Bonds . 


Mda  N 
Dovret 


Emda  Halamish . 


ligwan 

Shram 


Epsflon 


Money  Marti 
en  Sreaxta. 


Guy . 

HnPakan . 

LBJ  ShkaBm . 

loud  MaganShUdft. 

Item  Ages . 

Sanot  Afcui . 


Anna Shkoola  . . 

Koor  Armar  Bonds . 

tots  DNBldw . 


Lahak  Shkaflm . 

LatakYasoor  . 

Waited!  Ffekar. . . 

Marsfme  Conv'  Bonds  . . . 
Mekav  Carp.  Com.  Bonds 
Mstev  Money  Martel - 


..358.80 

35251 

+  1.27 

+547 

415 

. .  209.18 

205.65 

♦  0.69 

+5.78 

4.0 

. .  741.49 

14045 

+  051 

46.44 

24.7 

. .  30859 

30354 

-0.14 

+7.96 

90.7 

..  166.89 

16038 

♦  158 

+9.73 

10.0 

156.79 

15855 

+  0.73 

+  17.57 

1065 

145 

B.4 

164.11 

-066 

+1.57 

w  y.i'i 

159.17 

+  1.14 

+7.69 

9.3 

22052 

+  0.67 

+7.75 

2.7 

. .  11058 

109.93 

-0.10 

149 

. .  185.93 

18532 

+  052 

*9.17 

235 

-.98255 

97010 

+  059 

♦856 

525 

. .  10740 

10740 

+  050 

— - 

1035 

..154.46 

15448 

+  0.68 

+  U5Z 

243.7 

. .  517.63 

516.48 

+  0.30 

♦  19.37 

63.1 

..633.75 

62858 

-040 

♦2.73 

204 

..62450 

620.63 

+  051 

+  H53 

455 

.2108.78 

209330 

+  051 

♦549 

86.7 

..  177.73 

17536 

+  039 

♦5.32 

55.4 

. .  113.78 

113.78 

+  0.78 

+8.83 

43.1 

..15455 

154.45 

+  0.63 

♦655 

IS.  7 

.  112735 

1124.20 

-055 

-052 

455 

..10658 

106.88 

+  1.16 

*9.47 

5075 

..12923 

128.88 

-067 

+2.7B 

235 

..  156.68 

15658 

+  153 

♦  10.07 

137.8 

..  164.19 

18352 

-007 

+8.91 

325 

.2324.71 

229557 

+  040 

+  13.34 

205 

..192.83 

15256 

+  0.01 

+1.34 

55 

.  147.74 

147.74 

+  095 

+  1143 

14.1 

..759.61 

+  044 

♦952 

11 0.7 

..63654 

■  •  ):■ 

+  1.08 

*959 

..15759 

■ 

+  1.08 

+  11.53 

1405 

.  10239 

10229 

+  058 

— 

7.8 

477.95 

<7557 

+  028 

+9.10 

445 

.2126.64 

2H7.7B 

+  057 

+  n5i 

455 

. .  142.19 

141.82 

+  0.93 

+651 

22.8 

3421.74 

3406.68 

♦  0.97 

+947 

9.0 

.839.94 

83626 

+  066 

+9.15 

906 

.  1156.90 

11 52.03 

♦  057 

+0.40 

54.8 

. .  110.57 

11057 

♦  1.18 

♦8.33 

20.9 

4263.16 

4263.83 

♦  053 

+750 

T185 

..191.10 

19028 

♦  0.62 

+  12.17 

29.8 

W-  .7“M 

592.ro 

+  1.05 

♦  10.07 

1 — — 

.25537 

254.18 

+  0.71 

♦9.48 

374 

.  238.64 

237.64 

+  0.B3 

+0.42 

39.4 

177.77 

17B.9B 

+  1.11 

*654 

525 

.22959 

97R« 

♦  054 

— 

325 

.  10227 

102.37 

+  0.65 

— 

32.8 

.252.32 

25032 

-0.03 

♦645 

84.1 

.  16159 

161.89 

+  0.63 

+653 

1095 

.  10B.T7 

102.17 

+  1.37 

— 

625 

.19753 

197.53 

♦  1.02 

+  10.16 

1238 

.347.61 

346.62 

♦  0.93 

♦  10.63 

29.0 

1.6 

145 

'.'16323 

161.94 

♦  054 

♦  10.73 

.125.43 

125.43 

+  1.19 

+  10.74 

14.0 

MS 


ffend\B*me 

noH  coat 

reitrmpftea 

price 

moniWy 
yield  (*i 

jUd 

19981%) 

tei 

imflBocj 

Mercazk  Com.  Bonds . 

..  .481.08 

489.76 

+  043 

+  1053 

05 

Mercaz*  ShWt  Gambo  .... 

. . .  101.74 

101.74 

+  0.7B 

51 5 

ModrisBhmura . 

...  11753 

71555 

-  0.09 

♦759 

145 

Nesua  Zanex  Corp'  Bonds. . 

.  . .  190.78 

189.95 

♦  058 

+4.40 

10.6 

OtzarShkafcm . 

. . .  140.59 

14059 

+  153 

+  105a 

845 

Rriun  Corpcvete  Bonds. . . 

. . .  46451 

463.29 

+  0.04 

+551 

335 

PtaHate) . 

. . .  56351 

56351 

+  1.71 

+  10.03 

552.1 

Pia  MogenaL . 

PaOphir . 

. . .  108.15 

108.15 

+  052 

+557 

74.B 

. . .  64351 

64351 

+  0.78 

+955 

2055 

Pia  Or . 

. .  1230.16 

120659 

-0.16 

♦9.62 

1094 

PaSegtda . 

...2B659 

28651 

♦  054 

+  7149 

52.0 

PlaShKrsr  . 

. .  1387.05 

138255 

+  041 

+652 

124.1 

Pla  ShkaSm  Adrf . 

. .  .  in  .62 

7052 

♦  1.71 

♦  13.W 

891.7 

IhaTnuta  . 

...40856 

39044 

-0.08 

+8.72 

265 

Pia  Vfanra .  . 

.  24351 

239.01 

+  055 

+3.83 

26.7 

pa . 

...30542 

302.49 

+  054 

+4.71 

3.7 

Psagc*  Hagana  Plus . 

PsagorKd  Rega . 

. . .  TI054 

0054 

+  052 

+845 

82.7 

...241.66 

■  iF  1 

+  1.06 

+  1058 

1148 

Paagot  Tashfumen . 

. .  102.85 

10054 

+  059 

+646 

345 

Psegot  Yetara . 

. . .  617.86 

614.72 

♦  0.06 

+856 

1794 

Ramco  Bonds . 

...10352 

103.64 

+  055 

— 

115 

Simodan  Bonds . 

. .  10555 

-0-46 

-738 

15 

Sfrnodan  imeresl . 

. . .  153.05 

■13 

+  0.75 

+  1044 

20.0 

Tsuoi  Hen . 

. .  18754 

18659 

-0.44 

+  n.ie 

345 

ZeSter  Corw.  Bonds . 

. .  107.60 

10754 

-251 

-2150 

0.7 

Zksn  Bonds . 

..203059 

2019.14 

-054 

+2.70 

55 

Zion  GoVl  Bonds .  . 

...11459 

11457 

♦  055 

+9.75 

05 

FOREIGN  CURRENCY 


AtWmFonw-L . 

Akxnot  Portion  Currency  . . 

. . .  11750 

116.41 

♦  025 

- - 

28.5 

108 

Anatya  Europe . 

— 

— 

— 

24.7 

15 

575 

Mda  Meged . 

. .  116154 

115953 

+  0.10 

+  24.35 

Dollar . 

■ 

- 

— 

7.1 

Emda  Malach . 

..  .386.17 

386.17 

+  0.52 

— 

405 

Emda  Tevet . 

- - 

— - 

50.1 

igud  Foreign  Currency  .... 
UariQl  Dotav . 

. . .  11657 

ns.  02 

+  0.35 

— 

18.7 

. .  104353 

103858 

+  0.67 

+  20.10 

1*3-0 

BaociiHU . 

— 

- - 

63.1 

Hard  Han  S. . . . 

— 

— 

— te 

475 

Uanot  Marach . 

...26454 

264.04 

+  0.35 

— — 

785 

Koor  Currency  Sal . 

— • 

OO 

Lahak  Cosmos  S. . 

- - 

- - 

- - 

10.3 

Lahak  Marach . 

...70057 

70057 

+  0.42 

+  2451 

385.6 

Lak  Kaha! . 

— 

825 

MeAsn  Foreign  Currency  . . 

...34653 

346.04 

-0.TI 

♦  25,02 

18.7 

Moriah  Rakan  S . 

— 

— - 

165 

Nesua  Zariat  Foreign  Cun  . 

. . .  100.74 

100.74 

- - 

— 

— 

Otar  Universe . 

- - 

- - 

- — 

21.7 

Pekan  Inbal  Matach . 

...20753 

207.83 

+  053 

+  2252 

5075 

PiaCnrU  . 

— 

— 

1235 

Pia  War . 

...13151 

13151 

+  054 

+  2453 

286.0 

P®  Prune® . 

— 

- - 

— 

35.1 

Pla  TargaS . 

. . . 

— 

- - 

1345 

— 

— 

693 

Paagot  Globe  S . 

- - 

— 

- - 

625 

— 

- - 

— 

61.1 

PBagotMamh . 

Reshef  Retain . 

...62206 

62056 

+  056 

+  21.70 

2035 

.  .  .  — 

- - 

— * 

— 

575 

.  .  — 

- - 

— — 

— 

14.4 

Tsabar  Pekan . 

...39154 

39056 

+  0.98 

+  2S50 

28.0 

f  MIXED  1 

...36553 

38455 

+  0.78 

+8.74 

865 

. .  23441 

23351 

+  0.05 

+557 

63.7 

Goran  Pekan . 

...805.14 

802.75 

-051 

♦  11.83 

178-1 

Uanol  Barak  . 

..299044 

297653 

+  0.75 

+554 

37.1 

Uanol  Brash  . 

..348550 

3468.70 

+  159 

♦5.02 

682 

.299156 

297559 

+  146 

+4.78 

M 

. . .  81451 

80056 

+  0.6Z 

+  10.75 

1475 

Mad  Dilda. . 

. .  147.72 

146.72 

+  051 

+457 

175 

Pekan  Shfcfit  MeahuJewet  . . 

.  ..9057 

9057 

+  058 

— 

156.0 

Pia . 

..881654 

866254 

+  0.71 

+8.77 

162.7 

Pla  Gsvlsh . 

.  7473.01 

734259 

+  055 

+  10.13 

2275 

Paagot  Mashutevet . 

. .  74840 

73553 

+  040 

+456 

715 
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TEL  AVIV  100 


leading  shares  ■ 


Africa  Hattj_ 

Africa  fsrMOT 
Africa  taraefi  _ 

A*  — _ 

AlPaparUfe  _ 

AWtoe  _ 

Ambit  - _ _ 

AzoAnPrcp.  _ 

Bank  Lauin  0.1 


Btaa  Squaw _ 

Bromine  ______ 

CMBactnaiia _ 

CU  Industrial _ 

Oat  Instance  _ 

Oalbranll _ 

Dan  Hotels  _ 

D BflfCMT _ 

Carton  _ _ 

Dead  Sm  Wort*  01 , 

DatskOI _ 

Nek  Car _ 

Dalai _ 

DwtapnwU  llort  — 


Dbcoirt  hn_ 
Bbd  Q.003  __ 
EUthwgino. 


BcoHottngs _ 

BcoMucms _ _ 

BMw  — .  . . 

Bedrataj - 

BahaJ _ 

EBabtd.5 _ 

Bran  0.003 _ 

FBI  5 _ 

FbMhtll . 

RratlnflS _ 

FM  Inti  Mot  _ 

Formula _ 
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NrarneHriocomm  Sya  Lid  - - 3475 

NwaSwtaraa - - - 21375 

Now  MeJari  System* - 031375 

NogaBataoMoiaricil - 096875 

Nrabcndogy, - 2.625 

Op*  System  Solution* - 3.125 

Optomota  Madcal  Tech - 1.6875 

Optomedka  MadbteWanant  -03125 

OrtteFRtaC - 225 

Otata* - 46.125 

Ortririt - 1525 

Orfcap'tenotogiss - — 6.15B25 

Poadgn  Geophyt - —44 

Htanrar - 149775 

Potat  of  Sato - 08375 

Rada  Bactronki  tad - 1 


HTTbchreriogtoc— 

RSLCammuteicn 

SctaxCorooredoni- 


Suarril  Oetogi  — , 
Ssptara  btenrarionU  .. 

Scanwc _ _ _ 

7k&anTetornmm  _ _ 


TMlMnobtaea - 125 

TaebnomatetotiiNlo^a* - 1*4 

Tore _ 41.1875 

to  teaga  Syterea _ 343125 


towSamieanductor - 94 

TrrbanTebcoreMLU _ 84 

TTRtoc - - 

TVGladviotogia - 04 

TVQTMlA - 025 

TVGTSediB _ 03125 

TVGbehC _ 021875 

Ybctaec - 114 

WtabeSohdlmi _ 114 

Zoran  Oorpotatai - 1425 


Amdocs - 1725  +025 

Bbe  Square - 10375  +0 

OSP.CommunkaSons - 144125  -0125 

EbcH - 12.12S  4L125 

Frx  Israel  Find  _ _ 12.1875  -0125 

PEC  taatol  Eccnonte  Corp  _ _ 2&2S  -04376 

Koor - - — - 17  +01875 

Sirria  Inc - 54125  -00625 

Super-Sot  LU _ 11475  +025 

Tfefean _ 36.1675  0 

Tebon  Lid - &687S  -0375 

SOURCE:  S&P  COMSTOCK  (DATE  22-DEC-96) 


LONDON 


BumAdrancad — —.,—.1764  +0 

Dmatak  LU - 324  +0 

FM _ 114  +0 

S£A.U*fnwds— - 4  <j 

SOURCE:  S5P  COMSTOCK  (DK(E230ec-96) 


•RNATIONAL 

SHARES 


LAST  CHANGE* 


NEW  YORK 


_ 46125 


AMR  Gap _ 

ASA - 

Abbott  Labs - 

AdraroralMkn  .. 

Aster  Lit - 

ABtadFHAi  — 

AAk - 

Ahtnarwm  (HF).. 

Air  Pro* - 

ABwftoQivB _ 

Abtnnri - 

Alcan  Afemtoum  _ 

ADadSvol _ 

Akxa _ 

Arnax - - 

Aagaorr— _ 

Arnatoto  Hat*  — 


_ 58 

- I54G25 

_ 473125 

- 2675 

- 78425 

- 16125 

ni41 475 


- 36125 

- - - 24.75 

- 6525 

- 264375 

- 424625 

- 6925 


- 322375 

- 454875 


L>  i&£> 


The  Jerusalem  Post  Wednesday,  December  23, - _ 


Amta  Hand*— 

AmerSPoanr  — - - 

AmerEapraes  - - __101^5 

•  41375 

jSSSSS-^rr^ire 

Ante  ton - — 

AriteNtatos - 

Amar  Poor  Com - 

Ante  Stares - -  ■  sg 

AmarTiT - — 733W 

APteVtastWdp - - 

Amaritodi - - - 

Anew*  Inc - - - 

Amgen - - - 

Amoco— . ^£5 

Analog  Daricw - -58-18!? 

Andrew  top  - - - 

Aon  Cop - 5481® 

tstss 

aSwDbS^II! - IBTS 

S91^- _ 

jfflcoal - 1=11^ 


Arm  Inc - 

Awn  Products. 


Barmen  Core — 
Bator  Htfltea- 

BaSCorp - 

BiMnora  Gsa— 
Banc  One  Cwp . 

Barxtag - 

BankAmarica — 


_ 37.437S 

___e04625 


BartorelMNT  — - — 

Bamaa&Notria- - 31275 

B^rio  Mount  Gd - ——4 

Braach  8  Lamb - S'IS 

Baxter  In8 - —63375 

Bay  Nerarork - - - •  -7^ 

BacteiBdrrasnn - 408^ 

BadBOh&Bynd - 30^® 

Bel  Attaalc - 47^ 

Bel  tuSustrios - -lOK 

BalSa* - 

HA  BatoCotp - 17.5625 


Btariatws  Steal. 
Bawily&ites— 

Bbrnsi - 

Btocfc&Drator^ 


BHtfMyraSrU. 
BrtWnsMB  - 
Brit  Steal  ADR— 
BrH  "Wacom—— 
Brow  Group  — 
aoum&aitrpe 


Burlington  Ntan. 
Bwfcgton  tea- 


CSS  he - 

CKsaoMJ - 

CMS  Energy  Corp- 
CSX  Corporation- 
Cabot  Coro — — 


Canton  Rk— 
CspKalCte  ABC  . 


Caremari*  Corp . 
CaroMCotp  — 
CMtawPorll- 
CarpenteTbch — 
CaSerptor — — 
Cartas  Coro  — 
CmMOSN  — 

Ceriton - 

Chanpion  M  — 


Chase  Marotet 
Chevron  Corp. 


Chrtaar _ —504375 

Cisco _ 1 _ 334125 

ClairidCA _ 373125 

Ctorax— _ _ —116 

coastal  Corp - 314375 

Coca  Cob - 97.4375 

Coca  Cola  Ert . 34 

CotatePabitay _ B33T5 

Coma  Cap  A _ 564375 

Compaq— . .  *4 

Compute  A3S  lm _ 414 

CrarpaarSd _ — — 69375 

Conaraa - —3075 

CorwEcfaon - ....  52675 

Cons  Fraghrayr. - 3225 

Com  Nat  Gas _ 444S 

ChrttetadB— - — SS 

Coora  (Adolph) - 5325 

Qrring  tac - : — 434 

Crenel - 274825 

Crompton  Knortas - - —194125 

Croon  Code  Seal - 29.75 

CunrrinBEn^ne - 3225 


Cypress  Semicrr . 
Cypress  Moral  _ 
CytacIrwusL - 


Dates  Semi - 

Dana  Carp- 
Data  Ganaral — 
Dayton  Hudson. 
Da  Bears - - 


DelConnum. 
Data  Air  Intt- 


Data  Air  Ijm. 
Dekara  Corp  .. 
DsnokEtoon. 
Dtal  Corp  Del„ 
DtataoUInc  — 


Dtaxridhc  _ 
DUtal  EoiP  — 

oEdSTst. 

Disney  (MU)- 
DomhioftRta. 


- 42.125 

_„27J4375 

—343125 


Dew  Corp - 

DorCharricto  _ 
Dow  Jonas  — _ 

Dressar - 

DSC  Conan - 

DuhaPwror — — 

DuiABradat - 

DuPont— — — 


- 634375 

- 301875 

- 54.1875 


EGS  GCorp  — 
Eastern  En»  — 
Eastman  K01M.. 

Eatei  Corp - 

Edtofnc - 

EgUwdCom — 
EnwsonBac— . 
ErgaBnid  Corp_ 
Enron  fop - 


— 193125 

- 57375 

- 31.75 

— 104875 


FMCCOfp- 
FPL  Group. 


Fedate  Expraa  _ 
Fatted  ltegul._ 

Fad  Mai  Mtga _ 

Fba  Ctricogo - 

fist  Unton _ 

Frteol  the  Looot_ 
FstlWofl  RSy  — 

HaetFMGip _ 

Reaotri&tero^. 
Fleming  Cob  Ok  . 
Florida  Prog™ . 

Fkxx  Corp - 

Food  Lion  he  — 

Ford  Mote - 

Fbthne  Branda — 
ftsteVWwatar-. 
Ftrnture  Banda  _ 


- 82.125 

- 5.12S 

- 90475 

- — — 5675 

- 743125 


- 10125 

— 444125 

- 4132$ 

—343125 


GatocbTqys  — _ 

Bataawano _ 

GAJX&tp - 

GTE Corp - 

Gannta - — — _ 

Gap  Inc  Da) - 

Genfflrp - 

Gen  Am  barest 

Gen  Dynamka _ 

Gan  Sterio - 

Gen  Ms _ 

Gan  Motes _ _ 

Gen  Motors  H _ 

GmPutflcLN _ 

GonRstnaanoa _ 

Gen  Signal  . 

GanOataComm _ 

Genuine  Part* _ 

Georgia  Pbc 

Gamrany  FraiO _ 

QBaBe _ _ _ _ 

Gibb  ADR _ 

GoktetWFW _ 

Goodrich  (BF) _ 

Goodyear  Tire  . 

Grace  (W8R), _ 

Grstoger  (WW) _ 

GflMPacTas _ 

Gri  Carttal  Hne _ 

Gu>  Canada  Bee— .. 


- S23ia 

_ 24.1675 


— 773625 

_ 73375 

_ 373625 

- 44375 

_ 2014 


WRvtai _ 

Hma(MA) _ 

Hareourt - 

Kata  Duldson  ... 

HamteHsg* _ 

HanabhEm _ 

Hams  Corp— _ 

Hatacn  Corp  _ _ 

Hartmot _ _ 

Hateo _ 

HBOS  Co _ 

HMfliCraaPpt— , 

HatoMtog-— 


- 30625 

- 104675 

- 5125 

- 44.1875 

- 625 

- 144625 

_ 361875 

- 294625 

- - 4425 

- 31.125 


ESMSh- 

rwB  iterate  __ 
Minch  A  Payne.. 

Herctoa - - 

riannm  roods  ^ 
Hmfa I!PUM. 

ite—  li^u 

I  non  raws  w. 
HbadtM _ 


— - 36875 

- 3.75 


- 12J36S 

- 173375 

- 261875 

- JJ34 

. . ^.....6636o 

- 101875 

- 3.125 

- 133875 

- 4625 


HotaaboUWI. 
Houston  WJ— 


CHANGE* 

■03125 

40875 

-00625 

■08125 


_ .182.75 

ewtel&ol - - -  lb.4375 

H4C0 - r—r— -  15^75 


WRayOff- 

in6  Mtotoods . 
WHtoBf— - 
Inwptifc  — 


JeflersonP*. 

JcrtwmOJ- 


KMart— — 
KfttaerAtan. 


(OA^tnOTants - 


Kamarttaal 

KamMcGea 


fcvCotP  • 

EgBR_— -a 


tSSfpcn: 

L^eNab - 

ffl£kr=: 

Unaarlactnri - 

LhsohNal - 

LBon - - 

LizOBixxna - 

Loddioed  Ctxp - 

Loews  Corp. - 

Lons  Star - 


_ _ 614 

_ 801875 

_ 28475 


Longs  augSw 
UxaCorp-_ 
LraristoneRack . 


Lucent  toh. 
Ldbriari  — 


•075 
-075  . 

^ooea 

40.575 

*05625 

-01575 

-0475 

401875 

■D-SWS 

42.1875  . 

*1375  f 

-00625  7 

40625 

-03125 

■025 

+1 

-14625 

■ore 


..  —  13125 

b^Sdrrodt - - - 31375 

Motor  Care- - - - -rri 

Uspcolnc  - - - - 

Mtetat - - - - — gL®5 

Mrah&kfcLn. — - - 58^7S 

Marvel - — ZS 

Masco  Corp— - - - - 

UsasmiUriCorp - 


iMVwrt;  — 7B_H75 

McKesson  Cwp — - ” 

Meed  Corp - - 


Melon  Bk - 

Mentor  Graphics  — 
Mortkkto - 

MaradBi  Corp - 

MKrttoMOni  — 

McnaoBOnp - 

Mnnrr 

LOtohel  Energy - 

Mott  Cap — - 

Motto  Tewuint  — ■ 

MotaK&K - 

Monarch  Machl  — 


SXiffiL 


Morton  Irril. — 
Motorola  bte . 
Mrep»*06_ 


Naccotnds - — 

NMco  Chamkari — - - 299375 

foehn  Com _ 153125 

NBdCby  Corp. - 71JS 

Nad  Sarrl-— _ 14.75 

NratSsnrfcid _ _ 355 

NMWiat  Baric- - -1164 

Nnfstarbt - »1» 

Netscape - 51.125 

NaarEngtatdB - 

Non  Coro . . . 253125 

NY  Sue  B  Qa - — ■ 

NYThas _ S6 

Nrrentort  Untog - 166S 

MugUrirataZ - 16 

Near  toe _ 423825 

Maine _ 3625 

NLInttetries _ 14.6875 

Noble  AH  - - 234325 

Nolda _ _ 118313 

Nordstrom _ _ — — —32375 

Noriok  Southm _ 3025 

Northeast  LHI _ 161875 

North  am  Talscom - _4&625 

Novel _ 1735 

Nthn  Sato  Pwr - a 

Northrop  - - - — — — 724 

N«weS  Corp  — -  — — 

MSt  — 021875 


Occidental  Ppt. 


OhtoCaautey  — 

Ota  Corp - 

CtanfcoroGnxp. 

Oneok  he _ - 

Grade  Systems— 
OyxEnaroyCo . 


OvaneanStap— 

Owns  Coming 


- 2675 

_ 54.725 

- 34.125 

- 393375 

- 1233 re 

- 194 

—1325 


PNC  Financial - 

PPG  Induaalae — 
FBarlc _ 


Pac  Brierptaa - 

PacGasA  Beet _ 


I  Coro  — _ — .. 

riser  Drtang. - 

riorHaraAi - 


PaytaeoShoe - 

Pennzna - 

fttoptah  Enragy  _ 

ftysfco  — . 

Perth  attar— 

Pfcar  . . 

Phoraecte  4  Upj  _ 
Phelps  Dopga  — 
PhtadalSK _ 


_ 244625 

— - 33625 

_ 31.1875 

- -42 

- 4025 

- 266875 


- 66375 

- 42.1ZS 


Potomac  HPwr - 26 

ProdarAGamUe - 901875 

Promu*  hotel  Cor - 32 

Pit)  S«  Entarpr - 99487E 

PugSndPw - Z7462S 


L;;  — c  ^  ?v:^v 

l-r-  I”2.'  •'  '  -•  z-*.4fv 

i".  l. 

r'“Ki:*r.Sn-/J 
■-  -S-il: -i-t-.l.Z*  l 

T  ^ 

-■-■J55S-  . v 

"z  *'ZlZZ-’-.  *‘!.n  *-v. 


••  rt-uS-CJ;  ...»  ?;,.f 


Quaker  Oats . 
□mricom  — 


Rataon  Purina  — 
Ro*Otp*i  ADR  . 
RayohemQap  — , 

Raytheon  A -1 _ 

RaydwonB _ 

ReebokbN _ 

RepuhfcNY _ 

Haynctas  Rayn  A  _ 
Reynolds  Unto  _ 

»»  Aid  Corp _ 

Hoctaeaw _ 


- 514625 

- 143625 


■"-1-  L. 

•isnac- .  . 

-_-v  a  post 

;^sa:e-.  g 

JWL  P.G  £  p.  " 

:».v  5  •  wSrjs 


RtamlHoa - 283188 

Bouse™ - 20J75 


fttaft* _ 

ftreralCorp - 

Ryder  System— 


SreTtemtogy- 
Saiaco  Corp__ 

Safcty-Waw _ 

St  Pairs  Coe _ 


— - 4135 

- 125625 

- 368375 


''Stah  f*o 


Sehoing  Piourti_ 

Stakanbargar  — _ 
SetasH  Aiterea  _ 
Sokpa- - 

SoagraaTkdi _ 

Seaffam__ _ _ 

Sears  Roabre*  __ 


- 53.4375 


Sn^oebW  — 

Shta  Trans _ 

gwwktVlfona _ 

g™^lnc - 

SanaAJdrtcft _ 

Sicon  Graphic* _ 

SnWhaBchmA— 
aapOn-Tbtls _ 

Sontwo  Pmda _ 

I3&*21z 

SoudramCo . . 


— — 6.6575 

- 10.75 

- 373375 

- 21375 

- 37.128 


Sr**e«  Forj 


— — 308125 

- - -342S 

- ^7.4375 

- 2675 

— - 713128 

- 561875 


; : 1  v-  i- 


SKL- 

SSff^ 


- 21 .0875 

- 51475 

— - 36125 


Standard  PrtM5_ 

StanhyWoAs _ 

aonoConubwr_ 

&ragaTWwt.._ 

SbaboCqmp _ 

Sun  America  _ _ 

SttobeenCorp  — 

isafflr; 

tS&Kr: 

Surtrua  _ 

Smarvtai _ - 

Symantec _ _ 

Sysco  Carp _ 


- 14375 

- 5425 

— 323125 
.—474125 


TJX  Cos  he _ 

raw  he— _ ; 

TbbRmrtwa 


V,= 


Tatomtiotp  — 
TaiainndaUn 
WaLDeEawa 
TeratokS-I 
Towaeo^ _ 


———.41 

-——523125 


i 
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FINANCIAL  MARKETS 
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TtowHeatoi _ 

Jaatyia- - 

lean  Fat - 

Texaco _ _ . 


ItaeLMbes _ 

Taaron.. 

THofcoL 


Thomas  4  Beta- 

ThroeCom - 

Tane  Warner _ 

TeryMro _ 

Tmkaa - 


LAST 

CHANGE* 

- 25 

-1.125 

..—39  75 

-06875 

— 11.25 

-ft  6875 

— 60.9375 

•OJfiPS 

- 2b 

-30GS 

-M  6875 

-1062S 

—70-0625 

*0.5625 

lifiias 

-O.S62S 

-Mtes 

+1  5 

- 59  xns 

- -55 1875 

—  IS  0625 


3°>gRU».— - 16-3125 

Tranwwsta - 110313 

SPgggygr - 64.75 

Ttuwlen  Grp - ....4.75 

- - .65.625 


Wnn  Enemy 

TWA  „ - 

maua.. 


... .7.6875 
_i375 


— .700625 
- £ 


UAL  Carp 


_ _ , _ 90625 

USflCQIp - 49.125 

USTbe _ _ _ ,v; 

U5X  Uanahon„.. _ 27 1575 

fgWSgwl - ^06S 

UBBfflar  Dare. _ „ _ -223125 

JW«nte*g - 38.9375 

IWewPlu - - - 44375 

UntawW - 81875 

Unton  Camp — _ gt 


Unton  CorUfe _ 

Urtton  Pacific _ 


-4125 


i &§§£ 


-418375 


Gran 
US«Q  Corp¬ 
us  Hone — 

l  Sunken). 


312S 


-508125 


*1.1875 

*08375 

■03125 

*0885 

01875 

04375 

04375 

0125 

*0 

*115 

025 

■01875 

*1.1875 

0125 

-24375 

05625 

■00625 

025 

08125 

-1 

0.1875 

*18625 

*15625 

*0 

*1825 

*0.4375 

0625 

*08625 


US  Trust— _ _ _ 65825 

US  Wun _ wg 

ISWd'Wi - 1W.OB 

Uweal  Cap _ 2925 

»«xfe™5iiBc - iTobtI 

BBt3L====»g 

Wacom  he - 70.375 

Vtafiay - - 

Wean  Maurtab _ _ _ jjg 


Wachovia. _ _ 

itetanen _ 

Wi?*b»v  Stoma. 


-86275 


.88875 


Wama-iantoefl _ 

Wash  Gas  I 


Post 
he . 


Mfab  Karim _ 

Wafa  Fargo _ 

Wendy's  W _ 


«ltostvacD__ 
Weyerhaeuser. 
Whotnol.. 


Wurman _ 

WKvnsCo  — _ 30 

Wtom  Oboe  SSK-. _ _ 4175 

WbdMrtt _ ; _ 68125 

1  World  Comm - 61875 

WwfihOion  hd _ 12 

Wrt pay  — - - 8835 


-32.125  *06875 


■0  STS 
■14375 
*0.1875 
-1.0625 

*1.5625 

*Ol0312S 

0625 

■1 

*1.625 

00625 

*18125 

0875 

*1875 

04375 

*1.125 

0125 

4875 

00625 

025 

*08625 

■1 

*0.0625 

0825 

*1.0625 

08625 

04375 

*00625 

*2.125 

0.1875 

08125 

*0.0625 

*04375 


- 711875 

- 723375 

- ,86.125 

_541 


434375 

- 198 


.3725 

-208 


- 268625 

— 488 
-81.875 


Xerox - 


.11185  *085 


'Also. 


VUm  Freight , 
Zac  Co _ 


— 245  -28 
-1825  *0 


LONDON 


MadOotMoq. 

AMZurich_~ 

BATLnda _ 

ST _ 

Sr'H - - 

Bstctoya. _ _ 

Ban Z _ 


-SS3 


.300 


.848 


-8928 

-12226 


.1317 
■  8565 


Bridal!  Airway* 
Ctmwn  Untonpt- 
DfaDM* 


.1040 


GanwriBedfe 

fijfftp  _ _ 

HaSbx 


-378 

-319 

.883 


HSBC  (7Sp  ton). 

Cl . 


-5375 

-2012 

-362 


-1848 


UttoSoaitte 
Lloyds  Bank. — 
Smear 
NarWedi 
PrudantaJ- 
Reuters . 


—5315 

- 712 

_ 876 

— 4068 

_ 1176 

-332 


Setosiuy _ 

Shod  Transport . 

5££— 

Zeneca _ 


.8325 


-479 


-370 

—3950 

.5575 

—2634 


*58 

+15 

-185 

-175 

-1.75 

-2D 

♦75 

+T55 

-1175 

+1 

-45 

-18 

+1? 

-125 

-13 

05 

-45 

-2 

+1125 

-25 

-295 

05 

+1025 

0.75 

■700 

♦115 

■39 


[  PARIS  j 

■-38 

fllcatad  Alston. 

- . rm 

MgMrB 

. to 

-225 

*ft9 

■2 

FWmdFfcard  „ 

- - ... — - . -360 

ftmeat - - 

- - 823  . 

-3 

+7 

|  FRANKFURT  | 

Beyer.. 


-684  +06 


Tef  Aviv  shares  data 
supplied  by  Pacific 
Mediterranean  Investments, 
Tel.  09-958*5673 JUI  other 
data  supplied  by 
Com  mstock  Trading  Ltd., 
Tel.  02-624-4963.Due  to 
technical  failures  data  may 
be  Inaccurate.The 
Jerusalem  Post  will  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the 
consequences  of  any 
transaction  made  on  the 
basis  of  these  data. 

Readers  who  wish  to  report 
missing  or  misquoted  data 
should  do  so  on  postcards 
only,  addressed  to 
Jerusalem  Post  Business 
Desk,  P.O.B.  81,  Jerusalem 
91000 


LAST 

CHANGE1 

..  3AA 

-ae 

UnW+yy/UkrWTti 

- jsi 

*005 

SOURCE.  SAP  COMSTOCK  (DKTE220EC-9B) 

■  FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  RATES  1 

Lea 

Change 

US-Dofarlll _ 

_ 4.187 

7.0354 

fi 

0 

Owtsen  Mwh  (l) _ 

_ 25028 

0 

itopanssa  Wn  (lOffl. — 

- 0JS69 

0 

CanadM  Date  (?) _ 

- ZITSB 

_ iSM 

0 

JanJansnDmr(l) - 

_ S2827 

0 

1  NEW  YORK  MARKET  INDEXES  1 

La 

Cham 

OJTtansper? _ _ _ 

WUfls—  ... _ 

- 3036-16 

_ -..312*1 

+1034 

-1SS 

OJ  Came _ 

NYSE  Mustr 

NYSE  Transport _ _ 

- 718  « 

_ ...459.7 

*10.11 

*4.E3 

*049 

*1.05 

*006 

*0.73 

-235 

S4P  TOO  _  _ _  _ _ 

SAP  Spa  Index- _ 

Israel  Index - ... 

_ 5%?? 

—120337 
- 32022 

OTHER  MARKET  INDEXES 


Last  Change 

FTSE  100  - 58413  -332 

WyaM We - 13779.4  -3715 
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TASE  rises  for  3rd  day 


Tel  Aviv 


Israel’s  benchmark  stock  index 
yesterday  rose  for  a  third  day.  led 
by  Israel  Chemicals  and  banks,  as 
investors  expressed  hope  that  early 
elections  could  bring  a  stronger 
government  that  would  act  with 
more  authority  to  bolster  the 
slumping  economy. 

The  Maof  Index  of  the  Tel  Aviv 
Stock  Exchange’s  25  largest  com¬ 
panies  rose  0.99  percent  to  3 1 2.60, 
its  highest  since  August 

25,  after  gaining  2.61  percent  on 
Monday. 

Israel  Chemicals  rose  358  per¬ 
cent  to  NIS  4.Q5.  Gmul  Sahar 
Securities  Ltd.  raised  its  recom¬ 
mendation  for  the  maker  of  chemi¬ 
cal  fertilizers  to  a  “strong  buy." 
Bank  Hapoalim  gained  1.42  per¬ 
cent  to  NIS  7.88.  Israel's  largest 
bank  agreed  to  swap  its  stake  in 
Clal  Israel  for  one  in  Clal  Insurance 
Enterprise  Holdings  in  a  NIS  370 
million  (S88.3  million)  transaction 
that  will  give  it  a  foothold  in  insur¬ 
ance  and  reduce  its  involvement  in 
non-financial  businesses,  as 
required  under  terms  of  its  sale  by 
the  government  to  private  investors 
last  year.  Clal  Insurance  gained 
0.81  percent  to  NIS  37.20. 

ClaJ  Israel  gained  2.37  percent  to 
NIS  99.50.  Israel’s  second-largest 
holding  company  declared  a  NIS 
400  million  ($95.5  million),  or  NIS 
1 2.82-a-share,  interim  dividend. 

Nice  Systems  rose  2.29  percent 


to  NIS  89  JO.  The  digital  voice-log¬ 
ging  systems  company's  American 
depositary  receipts  rose  1  L/4  to  21 
5/16  in  New  York  as  the  technolo¬ 
gy-rich  Nasdaq  Composite  Index 
climbed  25  percent. 

Formula  Systems  rose  3.1 1  per¬ 
cent  to  109.40.  The  software 
investment  company’s  American 
depositary  receipts  rose  1  3/4  to  26 
1/2  in  New  York. 


Europe 


European  stocks  rose  for  a  sec¬ 
ond  day,  led  by  mobile  phone  mak¬ 
ers  after  Ericsson  AB-  won  a  $210 
million  contract,  fuelling  optimism 
industry  profit  will  grow  even  as 
the  world’s  economy  slows. 

The  UK's  FTSE  100  index  closed 
lower  for  the  first  time  in  six  ses¬ 
sions  as  the  pre-Christmas  rally 
ground  to  a  halt  amid  a  lacklustre 
performance  on  Wall  Street  By  the 
close,  the  benchmark  index  had 
fallen  33.2  points  or  0.6  percent  to 
5,8433. 

Axa  SA,  the  world's  biggest 
insurer,  led  insurance  stocks  higher 
on  speculation  that  the  introduction 
of  the  euro  will  prompt  more 
takeovers  in  the  industry. 

The  Bloomberg  Europe  500 
Index  rose  0.61  point,  or  03  per¬ 
cent,  to  196.74.  Six  of  the  bench¬ 
mark  indexes  in  Europe's  eight 
biggest  stock  markets  rose. 

"The  industries  that  are  going  to 
do  best  in  1999  are  the  defensive 


Maof311^A03>9% 

Dow  Jones  9644.46  a  6.6  % 

FTSE 58433 *U%  : 


ones  with  growth  prospects,  like 
telecoms.”  said  Michel  Fame,  who 
manages  $660  million  at 
ChevrUioa  Philippe  in  Paris.  Fauns 
said  he  would  maintain  his  over¬ 
weight  position  in  telecom  stocks. 

Ericsson  led  the  Bloomberg 
telecommunications  equipment 
maker  index  2.6  percent  higher,  the 
biggest  industry  group  gain  in  per¬ 
centage  point  terms.  The  world’s 
third-biggest  maker  of  mobile 
phones  rose  10  kronor  to  189  after 
it  said  it  won  a  two  year  contract 
worth  $2 1 0  million  from  Mobtel,  a 
Serbian  mobile  phone  network 
operator. 

"It  was  a  nice  order  and  good  that 
Ericsson  has  more  exposure  in 
eastern  Europe,"  said  Stuart  Jeffrey, 
an  analyst  at  Daiwa  Europe  in 
London. 


Finland  announced  that  it 
became  the  first  developed  country 
to  see  tiie  number  of  mobile  phone 
subscribers  exceed  fixed  line  sub¬ 
scribers.  Of  its  5. 14  million  people, 
2.9  million,  or  56  percent,  had  a 
mobile  phone  subscription  in 
December,  a  level  the  Ministry  of 
Transport  and  Communications 
expects  will  exceed  60  percent  in 
the  spring. 

Asia 

Japan’s  key  stock  index  fell  to  a 
seven-week  low  as  a  plunge  in 
bond  prices  threatened  to  reduce 
the  value  of  banks*  investment  port¬ 
folios  and  raise  interest  rates  for 
straggling  corporate  borrowers. 

The  Nikkei  225  index  fell 
37350.  or  2.6  percent,  to  13,779.45 
-  its  lowest  close  since  October  30. 
Declines  by  Bank  of  Tokyo- 
Mitsubishi  Ltd.  and  Sakura  Bank 
Ltd.  helped  drag  die  Topix  Banks 
Index  down  3  percent  on  concern 
banks  may  record  losses  on  bond 
investments.  Higher  bond  yields 
may  push  up  other  long  tens  inter¬ 
est  rates,  crimping  lending  and 
investment. 

“Higher  interest  rates  feel  to  a 
straggling  economy  like  running  a 
marathon  would  to  a  hmg-cancer 
patient,”  said  Kazuhiro  Miyake, 
chief  strategist  at  Nikko  Research 
Center.  “The  market  is  feeing  a 
new  set  of  risks." 

(Bloomberg) 


Wall  Street 

NEW  YORK  -  Blue-chip  stocks 
lifted  the  S-and-P  500  index  to  a 
second  straight  record  yesterday, 
but  the  broad  market  was  weighed 
down  by  profit-taking  in  the  tech¬ 
nology  group  and  another  dismal 
showing  by  smaller-company 
shares. 

The  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  rose  55.61  points  -  or  0.6  per¬ 
cent  -  to  9,044.46.  pushing  its 
winning  streak  to  four  sessions 
and  about  250  points. 

The  technology-heavy  Nasdaq 
composite  index  fell  modestly 
after  setting  new  bigbs  on  Friday 
and  Monday. 

The  profit-taking  in  the  technol¬ 
ogy  sector  was  rather  selective, 
however,  with  IBM  rising  sharply 
to  lead  the  Dow's  advance  for  a 
second  straight  day  and  Internet 
stocks  putting  on  another  fire¬ 
works  display. 

There  was  little  reaction  yester¬ 
day  afternoon  when  Federal 
Reserve  officials,  as  expected, 
concluded  one  of  their  periodic 
meetings  without  another  cut  in 
lending  rates. 

Blue-chip  stocks  have  posted 
sizable  gains  in  recent  sessions 
despite  a  spate  of  profit  warnings 
by  leading  companies,  as  well  as 
Saturday's  impeachment  of 
President  Bill  Clinton  and  the  US- 
led  bombing  of  Iraq. 

IAP) 


Yen  falls  as  Japanese  bonds  and  stocks  tumble 


The  dollar  marked  its  biggest 
gain  against  the  yen  in  six  weeks 
yesterday  as  Japanese  bonds 
plunged,  pushing  yields  up  and 
fueling  concern  rising  interest  rates 
will  choke  off  a  recovery  in  Japan. 

“Tbe  cost  of  financing  is  going 
up  across  the  board,"  said  Bob 
Sinche,  currency  strategist  at 
Citicorp  Securities  Inc.  ‘The  rise  in 
bond  yields  and  recent  yen  strength 
are  contributing  to  weaker  stock 
prices  and  negative  views  on  where 
Japan  is  going  to  be  next  year." 

In  New  York’s  midmoming  trad¬ 
ing,  the  dollar  rose  to  1 1735  yen 
from  115.85  Monday,  though  it’s 
still  down  10  percent  this  year.  It 
rose  to  1.6755  marks  from  1.6710 
as  a  German  report  on- inflation 
kept  intact  speculation-  that 
European  interest  rales  may  *  fall 
early  next  year.  The  dollar  is  down 


6.8%  against  the  mark  this  year. 

The  US  currency  also  rose 
against  the  European  currency 
unit,  pushing  the  Ecu  down  to 
$1.1731  from  $1.1752  Monday. 
The  Ecu  wiD  be  traded  equally  for 
the  euro,  the  new  single  currency, 
in  January. 

Japanese  stocks  slumped,  with 
the  benchmark  Nikkei  225  stock 
average  falling  26%  as  plunging 
bond  prices  threatened  to  reduce 
the  value  of  banks'  investments  and 
raise  borrowing  costs  for  compa¬ 
nies  and  consumers. 

“Higher  interest  raxes  feel  to  a 
struggling  economy  like  running  a 
marathon  would  to  a  lung-cancer 
patient,”  said  Kazuhiro  Miyake,  the 
chief,  strategist  at  Nikko  Research 
Center  irtTokyo.  V'V 

Japanese  ‘  government  bonds 
sank,  with  the  yield  on  the  bench- 


CURRENCIES 


mark  No.  203 1 0-year  bond  record¬ 
ing;  its  biggest  ever  o&e&y  rise 
aft^r  the  Ministry  '~oT"FHTance 
announced  it  will  cease,  outright 
purchases  of  long-dated  govern¬ 


ment  bonds  from  January. 

The  government  is  trying  to  find 
cash  to  fund  tax  cuts  and  increase 
spending  to  help  lift  tbe  economy 
out  of  its  worst  recession  in  50 
years. 

Government  measures  may  be 
insufficient  to  do  that,  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  said 
yesterday.  It  forecast  the  economy 
will  shrink  03%  next  year,  down 
from  the  05%  growth  it  initially 
predicted. 

To  be  sure,  higher  interest  rates 
often  indicate  a  strengthening 
economy  and  tend  to  draw 
investors  to  a  country's  financial 
assets.  Presently,  though,  Japan 
hasn’t  shown  any  signs  of.emerg-p--* 
ing  from  its  seven-year  slump  J  Kg 

In, ;  Washington,  Federal -Re^rvof"' 
ptilicy -makers  who  met  yesterday 
were  expected  to  leave  tbe  federal 


funds  rate  for  overnight  loans 
between  banks  unchanged  at 
4.75%. 

Td  put  the  chance  at  one  in  five” 
fen*  a  rate  cut,  said  Stuart  Wigfall, 
who  helps  oversee  $1  billion  at 
Fuji-Lord  Abbett  International, 
Ltd.  He  expects  the  Fed  will  cut 
rales  by  as  much  as  75  basis  points 
next  year,  eroding  the  return  on 
dollar  deposits  and  driving  the  US 
currency  lower. 

None  of  the  31  banks  and  secu¬ 
rities  firms  that  deal  directly  with 
the  Fed’s  trading  desk  expected 
the  central  bank  to  cut  rates, 
according  to  a  Bloomberg  News 
survey.  The  Fed  has  reduced  bor- 
ro^vipg,  costs  Jhnee  times  since 
“fc-s‘  on 

on. 

wth  whiPkffle^giribat  edon- 
omy  stalled.  ^Bloomberg) 


Gold  falls  to  lowest  since  September 


Precious  Metals 

Gold  for  February  delivery  fell 
yesterday  as  much  as  $1.90,  or 
0.7  percent,  to  $288.30  an  ounce 
on  the  Comex  division  on  the 
New  York  Mercantile  Exchange, 
the  lowest  since  September  23.  A 
rallying  US  equity  markets  and  a 
strengthening  dollar  are  luring 
investors  from  precious  metals 
markets.  Gold  fell  to  a  19-year 
low  at  the  end  of  August  as  tame 
inflation  reduced  the  metal's 
value  as  a  hedge. 

Palladium  for  immediate  deliv¬ 
ery  rose  as  much  as  $13.75,  or 
4.5%,  to  $322  an  ounce  in 
London  amid  expectations  that 
Russia,  the  world's  largest  pro¬ 
ducer.  won't  export  any  metal  for 
several  months.  Russia  stopped 


shipping  the  metal,  needed  to 
make  catalytic  converters  for  cars 
and  capacitors  for  mobile 
phones,  in  the  first  half  of  1997 
and  the  first  quarter  of  1998, 
causing  prices  to  soar.  Though 
shipments  arrived  unexpectedly 
last  week,  prices  didn’t  drop 
below  $300  an  ounce  as  traders 
warned  that  more  weren’t  guar¬ 
anteed. 


COMMODITIES 


diesel  and  other  products,  traders 
said. 


Others 


Oil 


Brent  crude  oil  futures  for 
February  delivery  rose  as  much 
as  23  cents,  or  2.4  percent,  to 
$9.98  a  barrel  on  the 
International  Petroleum 

Exchange  as  refiners  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  prices  close  to  record 
lows  to  buy  supplies  to  ensure 


.*  •  ••  +  -.t „• 

their  factories  will  be  well 
stocked  through  tbe  holiday  sea¬ 
son  and  early  Dext  year. 

The  1 0-year-old  Brent  crude  oil 
contract  fell  Monday  to  a  record 
low  of  $955  a  barrel,  making  ir 
more  profitable  for  refiners  to 
process  crude  oil  into  gasoline. 


Coffee  for  March  delivery  rose 
as  much  as  $10,  or  0.6  percent,  to 
$1,770  (80.28  cents  a  pound)  on 
the  ■  London  International 
Financial  Futures  and  Options 
Exchange.  A  cold  front  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  move  from  the  US  into 
Mexico  by  tbe  end  of.  this  week, 
bringing  temperatures  as  low  as 
46°  Fahrenheit  to  coffee-growing 
districts,  according  to  Strategic 
Weather  Services,  a  Pennsylvania- 
based  meteorology  company. 
Such  temperatures  are  unlikely  to 
damage  tbe  crop,  traders  said. 

While  the  arabica  coffee  pro¬ 
duced  in  Mexico,  the  biggest 


exporter  to  the  US,  is  not  deliver¬ 
able  against  futures  contracts  irt 
London,  damage  to  the  country’s 
harvest  would  reduce  global  sup¬ 
plies  available  to  roasters. 

Cocoa  for  March  delivery 
gained  as  much  as  £1 1  to  £915  a 
metric  ton  on  the  London 
International  Financial  Futures 
and  Options  Exchange  because 
of  concern  over  slow  exports 
from  this  year's  crop  in  ivory 
Coast,  the  world's  No.  1  produc¬ 
er.  Exporters  say  about  250,000 
metric  tons  of  cocoa  due  for  ship¬ 
ment  December  31  is  still  in 
Ivory  Coast  and  may  not  be 
shipped  in  time  to  meet  delivery 
obligations. 

Local  exporters  are  demanding 
government  compensation  for 
world  prices  at  their  lowest  since 
March  1997.  (Bloomberg) 


US  bonds  fall  as  Japanese  bond  rout  lifts  yields 


ISRAEL  MONEY  MARKETS 


Patah  (foreign  currency  deposit  rates) 

Currency  (deposit  for.)  3  MONTHS  6  MONTHS  12  MONTHS 
U.S.  dollar  ($250,000)  4.770  4.800  5.090 

Pound  starting  (El 00.000)  5.550  5.540  5.620 

German  mark  (DM  200,000)  2.180  2.280  2.700 

Swiss  franc  (SF  200,000)  0.060  0.190  0.560 

Yen  (10. million  yen)  —  —  — 

(Rates  vary  higher  or  tower  than  irxScated  according  to  deposit) 
Shekel  Foreign  Exchange  Rates*  (22.12J98) 


CHECKS  AND 
TRANSFERS 

BANKNOTES 

Hep. 

Buy 

Sell 

Buy 

Sefl 

Rates'* 

Currency  basket 

4BS10 

4.6245 

— 

—  ■ 

45873 

U.S.doftar 

4.1525 

4.2195 

4.08 

428 

4.1870 

German  mark 

2.4840 

2.5241 

244 

256 

25028 

Pound  staffing 

6.9776 

7.0902 

6.85 

7.19 

7.0354 

French  franc 

0.7406 

0.7526 

0.72 

0.77 

0.7464 

Japanese  yen  (100) 

.  3-5509 

3.6082 

3.49 

3.66 

35692 

Dutch  florin 

£2045 

22401 

216 

228 

22213 

Swiss  franc 

3.0542 

3.1035 

350 

315 

35782 

Swedish  krona 

05182 

P5266 

050 

0.54 

05228 

-Norwegian  krone 

•05404 

05492 

053 

056 

05449 

Danish  krone 

0.6528 

05634 

054 

’  0.68 

05580 

Rrmishmaric 

0.81 60 

05301 

050 

055 

05234 

Canarian  dollar 

2.8799 

2.7232 

263 

277 

2,7029 

Australian  dollar 

25553 

25966 

251 

264 

25790 

S.  African  rand 

0.7088 

0.7152 

0.63 

0.72 

0.7085 

'Belgian  franc  (10) 

1.2040 

.12235 

T.1B 

1.25 

12134 

~  Austrian  schffing  (10) 

05310 

35880 

3.47 

3.64 

35581 

tafen  «ra  (1000) 

25063 

25488 

246 

259 

25280 

Jordanian  dinar 

55362 

55304 

5.73 

6.15 

55827 

Egyptian  pound 

— 

—  . 

1-18 

128 

12352 

ECU 

45778 

45665 

— 

— 

’  42164 

Spanish  peseta  (100) 

8.1680 

62675 

656 

628 

82150 

2.9183 

25654 

206 

351 

'  29424 

♦These  rates  vary  according  to  bank.  **Bank  of  Israel. 

SOURCE:  BANK  LEUMI 

US  bonds  fell  for  a  second  day, 
marking  their  biggest  two-day 
loss  since  early  November,  as 
Japanese  bonds  plunged  and  sent 
global  interest  rates  higher. 

“We’re  lower  in  synch,  with  the 
drop”  in  Japanese  government 
bonds,  said  Charles  Reinhard, 
analyst  at  ABN  Amro  Inc. 

“The  feeling  is  that  there’s 
going  to  be  less  overall  demand 
for  purchasing  fixed-income  secu¬ 
rities.” 

The  30-year  bond  fell  22/32,  or 
$6.88  per  $1,000  bond.  It  had 
been  down  as  much  as  1  3/32  ear¬ 
lier.  The  yield  rose  5  basis  points 
to-5Jl  percent.  TWo-year  note 
yields  rose  5  basis  points  to  457 
percenL 

Japanese  bonds  plunged  for  a 


second  day  after  the  Finance 
Ministry  said  it  will  stop  outright 
purchases  of  long-term  Japanese 
government  bonds  in  the  sec¬ 
ondary  market  The  selling  added 
to  losses  from  Monday,  following 
the  government's  earlier 
announcement  that  it  will  double 
sales  of  new  debt  and  slash  pur¬ 
chases  at  auction. 

Japan  is  pulling  back  from  the 
market  because  it  needs  to  finance 
24  trillion  yen  ($210  billion)  m 
tax  cots  and  spending,  designed  to 
breathe  life  into  its  economy. 

“They’re  going  to  issue  a  toaof 
hew  fixed-income'  long-dated 
paper,"  which  will  sap  demand 
from  Treasuries,  said  Marc. 
Fru stack  head  of  government 
bond  trading  at  Daiwa  Securities 


America  Inc. 

The  benchmark  No.  203  1 0-year 
bond  feU  1606  yen  per  50,000  yen 
bond,  pushing  its  yield,  up  39 
basis  points  to  1.895  percent,  its 
biggest  one-day  rise.  That’s  up 
from  a  record  low  of  .  0.695  per¬ 
cent  on  October  7.  ■' 


That  pulled  the  US  1 0-year 
Treasury  down  9/32,  boosting  its 
yield  4  basis  points  to  4.67  per¬ 
cent,  its  highest  level  since 
November  30. 

European  bonds  also  fell  for  a 
second  day.  The  yield  on  the  10- 
year  German  bond,  Europe's 
benchmark,  rose  8  basis  points  to 
a  three-week  high  of  3.94  percent. 

Tbe  plunge  in  Japanese  bonds 
hurt  other  markets,  with  banks 
leadiag  the  Nikkei  down  37350 
points  to  13,779.45,  a  seven-week 
low.  The  dollar  rose  against  the 
yen,  climbing  as  high  as  117.47 
yen  from  1 15.85  in  late  New  York 
trading  Monday. 

Meantime,  traders  say  they’re 
reluctant  to  buy  Treasuries 
because  signs  of  economic 


strength  have  quashed  the  chance 
that  the  Federal  Reserve  will 
lower  . interest  rates.  The  most 
recent  figures  showed  strength  in 
trade,  jobs  and  manufacturing. 

A  survey  of  the  3 1  primary  deal¬ 
ers  —  tbe  only  firms  that  deal 
directly  with  the  Fed's  securities 
trading  desk  —  found  that  none 
expect  a  reduction. 

The  Fed  has  already  cut  its  tar¬ 
get  rate  for  overnight  loans 
between  banks  —  the  federal 
funds  rate  —  in  three  quarter- 
point  steps  on  September  29, 
October  15.  and  November  17. 

“The  Fed’s  probably  on  hold, 
which  means  there’s  no  incentive 
to  buy  Treasuries,  at  least  for 
now,”  Daiwa’s  Frustaci  said. 

(Bloomberg) 


GENERAL  ASSISTANCE 


Wednesday,  December  23 

EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem:  Kupat  Hofim  Clalrt,  Straus 
A  9  Lslb  Yfeffe,  670-6660;  Balsam, 
Salah  e-Din,  627-2315;  Shuafat, 
Shuafat  Road,  581-0108;  DarAkfema, 
Herod's  Gate,  628-2058. 

Tel  Aviv:  Jabo&nsky,  125  Ibn  Gvirol. 
548-2040;  Superpharm,  40  Einstein, 
641-3730. 

Ra'anana-Kfar  Sava:  Merkaz  Golan, 
198  Ahuza  Ra’anana,  774-5782: 
Netanya:  Kamtet,  Klryat  Norctau 
Commercial  Center,  865-6870. 

Haifa:  Super  Pharm  (Lev  HamHtatz), 
53  Ha’atzmaut,  051-582021;  New 
Pharm,  40  Hantta,  052-331013. 

Krayot  area:  Sablnia,  24  Hagefen, 
Kiryat  Bialik,  873-5674,  HeraJiya:  New 
Pharm,  Belt  Merfcazim,  6  Maskit  (cnr. 
Scleral  Hagaflm),  Herzfiya  Ptaiah,  954- 
9903.  open  9  a.m.  to  10  pm. 

Upper  Nazareth:  New  Pham,  Lev 


Hair  Mall,  (£7-0468.  Open  9  a.m.  to 
10  p.m. 

DUTY  HOSPITALS 
Jerusalem:  Shears  Zedek  (internal, 

‘  Ein 

;Hadassah 
Hofim 


Tel  Aviv:  Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center 
Dana  Pediatric  Hospital  (padatrics); 
Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center  (surgery). 
Netanya:  Laniado. 

POLICE  100 
HRE  102 
HRSTAJD  101 

Magen  David  Adorn 
In  eraagencieB  drai  101  (Hebrew)  or 
911  (English)  In  most  parts  of  the 
country.  In  adtfitlon: 

Addon* 8551333  KtarSava*  9BCS222 

Ashkatan  8551332  Nahariys*  9012333 

Baosteba'  62747G7  Nefama'  8804444 

Bak  Stomastr  8S23133  PtoliW 

9311111 

Dan  Redon'  5793333  RetovtiT  9451333 

.  eaar  8332444  Rtehcn'  9542333 

Hrtfa*  8512233  Sated  8920333 

JenHaJwn*  S523133  TaiAuiV  5460111 


KarmteP  9965444  Tiberias*  679Z444 

*  Mobile  Intensive  Care  Unit  (MiCU) 
service  hi  the  area,  around  the  dock. 

Help  line  for  EndEsh-speakers  - 
Confidential  hot-fine  counseling  and 
referrals  lor  all  ages,  all  probterns. 
MJLav  Center  for  Crists  Counseling. 
(02)  654-1111,  1-800-854*111.. 
Medical  help  for  tourists  (in  English) 
177-022-9110. 

The  National  Poison  Control  Center 
at  Rambam  Hospital  04-852-9205,  24 
hours  a  day,  for  information  in  case  of 
poisoning. 

Eton  -  Emotional  First  Aid  -1201, 
also  Jerusalem  02-561-0303  (Arabic: 
5880301);  Tel  Aviv  08546-1111  (chB- 
dren/youth  546-0739);  Rishon  Lezion 
08956-6661/2;  Haifa  04-867-2222 
(Arabic:  867-2226);  Beersheba  07- 
6484333;  Netanya  09-862-5110; 
Kanriel  04-988-8770  (Arabic:  958  . 
3444):  Kfar  Sava  08767-4555: 

Hadera  06-634-6789;  Nazareth 
(Arabic  06-645-4222). 

Crisis  Center  for  Religious  Women 
02-655-5744/5. 24-hour  service,  confi- 


Wlzo  hotflnes  for  battered  women 
02-651-4111. 085481133,  07-637- 
6310, 08-855-0506. 

Rape  Crisis  Center  (24  hours),  Tel 
Aviv  5284819, 544-9191  (men), 
Jerusalem  625-5558,  Haifa  8580533, 
Eilat  6381977. 

Hadassah  Medical  Organization  - 
Israel  Cancer  Association  support  ser¬ 
vice,  02-624-7676. 

Flight  arrivals  -  for  information  in 
Engfish  03-972-3344. 


WHERE  TO  GO 


Notices  in  this  feature  are  i 
at  MS  28.08  per  line,  indutfing  VAT. 
Insertion  every  day  of  the  month 
costs  MS  520.65  per  fine,  inducting 
VAT,  per  month. 

JERUSALEM 
Conducted  Tours 

HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Tours  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  English. 


daily  Sun.-Thur.,  1 1  a.m.  from 
Bronfman  Reception  Center,  Sherman 
Administration  Bldg.  Buses  4a,  9, 23, 
26, 28.  For  infa,  caB  (02)  5882819. 
HADASSAH.  Visit  the  Hadassah 
installations,  Chagall  Windows.  Tel. 
(02)  641-6333.  (02)  677-6271. 


TEL  AVIV 
Museums 

TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  Ninety 
■fears  of  Israeli  Art  -  selection  from  the 
Joseph  HacKmey-lsraeJ  Phoenix 
Collection.  Hedva  Ser  -  tapestries  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Aubusson  workshops. 
Plastic  Times  -  Plastic  +  Design.  Jozef 
IsraSte,  paintings:  Isaac  Israels: 
Chronicler  of  Life,  from  the  Cabinet  of 
Curiosities  to  Virtual  Reality:  The 
Museum  -  Past,  Present  and  Future. 
"A  Point  of  VieW- children^  exhibi¬ 
tion.  Collections.  HELENA  RUBIN- 
SIEIN  PAVILION  FOR  CONTEMPO¬ 
RARY  ART  10  a.m.-6  p.m,  Tue.  10 
ajn.-10  p.m.  Fri.,  Sat  iQ  a.ra-2  p.m. 
Meyerttoff  Art  Education  Center,  Tel 
(03)  691-9155/8. 
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EMEKHAYAHDEN _ 

/  KBBUTZASHDOTYrfACOVICHUD-  Beautiful  new  guestrooms,  high  standard^ 
musual  design,  green  surratwfings.  Ne*  Hamat  Gate;  Tiberias,  the  Khnaretete. 
V^FbffBsarvaftxvsTttOfr^e^OWTSSaae.  • 

GALILEE _  •'  • 

f  NES  AMAH  Kibbutz  Hotel- This  uniquely  European  vlage  ki  the  GaSae,  offers  Hosted 
I  Hotel  ard  apartment  sfojated  fci  beautiful  botanical  gardens.  Deldous  kosher  food.  Book 
\^Ofw  of  our  “Classical  weekend  musical  pacfcagesTfefc  04-9950099,  Fax:  04-996  0096.^ 

GALILEE-UPPER _ _ _ ‘  ''  ' 

f KIBBUTZ  HOTEL  KFAR  GILAD1 -180  air-concftiorred  rooms,  aS  w&h  shower,  batfv 
[  telephone,  radio,  and  TV,  tosher  cuisine,  outdoor  &  indoor  heated  swimming  poote, 
V^sport  &  health  dub.  Tefe  06-690  0000,  tec  06-680  0009.  . _ ■ 

f  MR-COfOTONED  ROOMS,  near  the  sources  of  tha  Jordan,  and  the  Golan  Heights?1 
I  Tel:  06-694  3012,  Fax:  052-628  400.  Tel:  06-694  1274,  Fax:  052-625  84. 
\Jefc  06-694  4767.  Fax:  052-617  719. _  '  _ 

GOLAN  HEIGHTS _  .  '  -  ■  ' 

/MOTEL  GOLSHE  HAHERMON  -  Sagroti  FamUy  Neve  Ativ  -  06-696  1631? 
[  050-246  540L  The  closest  place  to  the  ski  resort,  wtti  d  conveniences,  oxnforlBbte 
^atmosphere  and  fuU  Israeli  breakfast  Special  package  deaf  during  the  ski  season^ 

JERUSALEM 

CADDAR  SUITE  HOTEL-Newksutais  suite  hotel,  located  in  the  heart  of  JerusahnL*' 
Each  suite  has  its  own  balcony,  satellite  television,  two  telephone  extensions, 
equipped  kitchenette,  Jacuzzi  bathroom.  Tab  02-6268111  Fax:  02-6280791 


ALON  HOLIDAY  APARTMENTS  -  new  5  star  studios,  In  the  very  center  of 
Jerusalem,  air  conditioned,  kitchenette,  private  telephone,  top  design,  completely 
refurbished.  Tefc  02-625-0002,  Fax:  rionOo-htvxam 

-»■ 

HOTEL  HAMAT  RACHEL- on  HbbuteHatnrt  Rachel  h  Jan  Hnlnm.  164  maw.  Sports 
Centre,  Jacuzzi,  Sauna,  Terris,  Special  Deal-MMmum  3  nights,  Hatt  Board  far  the  price  of 
8®.  Banquet  Garcfen  aid  a  Banquet  HaL  Reservations:' let  026702506,  Faoc  02478 3155, 


THE  PIE  SHOP -TEA  &  PtE,  DO  ITT  PASS  ME  by,  kosher,  sweat  &  savurey  pies,  dairy 
menu;  soups,  salads,  toasts,  specialty  (Mrt®.  Open  11:00  am-12  9  Solomon 

(back  yam).  TfebQ26246712. 


RESTAURANT  WSHKENOT5HAANANW  - Superb  Ranch cuttnefDrluichSdlnrier.7 
days  a  week.  Outstanding  wine  ceflar,  elegant  setting -apectaafar  view -private  room, 
located  in  \femh  Moshe  (below  the  Guest  House). Tefe  02-825 1042. 

raad  -  Csnde  Tight  (fining  in  an  elegant  decor.  Fresh  fish  and  home-made  pasta.  Kosher 
Umehadrin  -  Dairy:  Business  lunch  from  NiS  39. 10  King  David  St  {Opp  New  fcffion  Hotel). 
Open  Sat  Ntes.  Tbfc  026222312. 


WHERETO  STAY 


[  ■  '  Eilat  “ ] 

RED  MOUNTAIN  HOTEL 

NI-sl30pcr  pan  pa  eight  lad.  bmkfssi 
★  Luxurious  rooms  wkA^ 
*T.V  and  video  -mKmSmr 

★  Personal  safes 

★  Minibar  mW“ 

★  Heated  swimming  pool 

★  Exercise  room 


Cal-Auto  I 


TvHERFTOREN^CA^^rWHER^QREN^^A^^^HERETO  RENT  A  CAR_ 


r 

AVIS  “We  try  harder 

Tel  Aw  ‘  Q35271752 

Ben  Guhot  Affport  03-9773200 
Jerusalem  02-6249001 
USA  201-816-6157 

,  London  44-181-848-8733 


Spa  Resorts  in  Israel 


DEAD  SEA _ _ _ 

r 6RVAMA-AII  reams  overiookirg  the  Dead  Sea.  Private  beach,  stylish  and  intimate' 
(  heafth  cfc*.  Spa  treatments  taduda  Mud  Wraps.  Massages.  Thabssotfwrapy,  Beatty 
V  treatments.  1W:  07-658  4826. 


Time  Sharing  in  Israel 


CLUB  SALE -for  purchasafeaktfental  of  hoSday  weeks  in  M  timesharing  cbii/hotels 
-  Israel  and  worldwide!  Tefe  09-862  8064, 053-991 645. 


COMPETITIVELY  PRICED  APARTMENTS  to  EBat,  Tiberias  &  Jerusalem!  If  you 
want  to  sell,  purchase,  or  rant,  your  one  stop  address  is  MAZTRAP  Canter 'ifehudit. 
Tab  08-934  9601,  Fax:  08-934  9602. 


:  For  the  Best  Deal  to  Town- 
We  offer  you  more 

Special  seasontoeekend  rates 

Phone 

Tel  Aviv:  03-6391307 
Telefax:  03-5370511 

will  deliver  the  cor  to  you 


International 


•fathebest&mostreliableservKe 

•  Special  offers  available  | 

•  Delivery  &  Airport  service  § 

Tel:  09-7408822. 09-7400383 
.  -98  RareataviraHod 


COLLECT  USA  and  ALL  INTERNATIONAL  CALLS:  DIAL  1-800-833-555 

Dial  the  above  Tott-Free  number  from  ANY  telephone  in  Israel  aid  HwIntefTMtoal 

Operator  wtt  connect  voir  cai  collect  to  the  USA  or  billed  to  any  major  Qedltcart^ 


Tourist  Information 


JERUSALEM _  ■ _ _ _ s 

/’vfeft TOP*  Jerosafem  Jewish  Information  Center,  54  Habad  St^  above  the  Cardo,Jawish 
I  V4,Tfefc  02-628  8968- Information,  books,  tapes  and  vkteos  on  Judaism  &  Zionism.  Wrte 


What  to 


MEVO  JB1USALEM  - 120  luxury  holiday  apartments,  centrally  located.  Each  apt 
contains  aiwxxxfitkxihg,  cable  TV  and  MSy  equipped  kitchenette,  far  more  datalc 
Tfefc  02-637  W32-ww«LlntBniadtonocJVbti-eHiM6.  rtee8fc6BHiefraahamat 


MOUNT  ZION  HOIH.  -  next  to  Old  CSy;  MmBy  plan;  Restaurants,  Cotfaeshop,  Bar, 
Heatthdub;  all  taige  Cftsdsl  rms  face  Old  Oty-  WOW1  taMmafe  anmunountafoitcafl 
Tat  02-588  9555,  Fax:  02-673 1425,  e-maft  hoteWnxxwttiorucoJ 


f  TIMES  SQUARE  RESIDENCE  -  On  Jabotinsky  Street,  near  the  major  hotels.  A 
I  Luxurious  apartments,  2  and  5  rooms,  lliliy  eqMPP^  toaherkitchens. 

Vt*  02-561-1236,  Fax:  02-561-1235  ~ _ J. 

ZkAMOT  2.  PRIVATE.  Pleasant;  My  furnished  2-room  aparlnwnt  w/garden.  (LInens\ 
[  provided).  Country  setting.  Magnificent  forest  view.  Convenient  transportation.  ] 
W  Affoniabte  daiy/weeWy  price.  Tefc  02-586  S73,  e-mafi:  rosWtshanLnat  .  Vy 

JORDAN  VALL£Y  _ 

f VIKBNOFESH  KIBBUTZ  AHKM-Vbcatkxi  apartments  Anxxns.  Kosher  cutahaN 
I  3  minutes  from  the  KnneraL  Special  offer  for  November:  Sun-Thurs:  95  NIS,  1 
V^Weekenct  120  NI&  Prices  per  person  per  room  Thfc  0B-6IB4W1  Fac 06-6754151 J 

/TwON  HOLIDAY  VILLAGE  -  Located  on  the  eastern  shoreof  the  Sea  of  GafltaeT\ 
I  15  km  from  Tiberias,  private  beach,  restaurant,  camping,  ostrich  farm.  I 

NETANYA _ ' 

f MZPE  YAM  HOTH.-sfcstsd  on  IheMediteranean,  35  noma  sflwth  baths,  toMs,afci\ 
I  concfitioned,  telephone,  TV,  video  &  radio  In  every  room,  dining  roan,  kosher;  intimate  j 

V  bar,  elevator,  sun  terrace  on  the  roof,  parking,  family  atmosphere.  Tel/Fax:  09682373a  J 

SPOT  YAM -CAESAREA _ •  _ 

f  KEF  YAM  -  Medltenmean  Toirfem  otfars  a  efrean  vacraion  which  Indixies:  HoUday\ 
I  apts.,  private  beach,  glass  bottom  boat,  archaeology,  tornado  boat  Call  for  ] 

V  reservations;  06-6364444/70,  Free  06-836  2211.  wwKJref-ysucoJ  _ J 

TEL  AVIV _ 

f\ LAGUR  BAIR  luxurious  apartments  m  the  canter  erf  Tel  Avtv  near  Dbengoff  Cerrtet^ 
I  Studto  apartments  tor  2-6  people  including  a  kitchenette,  afr-condWonhig  6  cable  J 
V^TV  138  DiaenfloffSt,TelAvhr  Tefc  03-527  2S86  Fax:03-5247033 _  J 

TIBERIAS _ _ 

/"SCOTTISH  GUEST  HOUSE  -  Centre  of  Tiwriss.  Historic  and  beautiful  buidlngs^N 
[  in  lovely  gardens.  AS  rooms  private  fadnttes  and  air  corafitfoning.  Special  rates 
\during  December  &  January.  Tel:  06-6723789,  Fax:  08-6790145 J 

Z1CHRON  YAACOV _ 

Z' BEIT  MMMON- A  smaD  famBy-mn  hotel  AB  rooms  afr-ccvKStkxiedvrithtBlephone^N 
&  TV.  Its  famous  Casa  Barone  restaurant  serves  home-cooked  meals  on  the  } 
\oictumsque  terrace.  Fax:  0fr639 6547,  Tbfc  06-829 OB80,e-nMftmahnonOpobcoLConw 

in  £iii  : ; i 

JERUSALEM 

- -  •  •  •  •  ■-  -  •-  -  *—  -*■  •  -o-  -  -  -i-i  '.fagrtfe .Cl 

ANGS.0  RI8TORANTE ITMJANO  -  Frommert  1998  Guide  says,  The  most  superb  pasta 
in  the  coutty...’  Also  fresh  fish  &  Roman  spedflfites.  Kosher  Dairy.  Outstancfing  business 
lunch  12-5  pjtl  NIS  35. 9  Horkanos.  Closed  Friday.  For  reservations.  Tefc  02-623  6095. 

DARNA  -  Authentic  Moroccan  Restaurant,  KOSHBL  Our  home  is  your  home.  Business 
Inch;  salads,  couscous,  dessert,  tradffidnal  mW  tea.  Only  NIS  69  with  this  ad.  0pen12«l 
-3:00  p.m.,  650-11:30  p.m.  3  Horkanos  St  ~Ut  02-6245406. 

EUCALYPTUS  -  The  taste  of  Israel  from  Bfcflcaf  Days.  Rave  reviews!  Exceflent  meet,  fish 

6  vegetarian  (fishes  enhanced  by  a  masterful  use  of  herbs  and  spices.  Luncheon  specials. 
Kosher.  NEW  ADDRESS:  4  NkarSafra  (Qity  Hri  Compta#.  W.  02-624  4331. 

HECHAL  SHLOMO  -  RESTAURANT/CATERERS  servkigyouthe  best,  freshest,  m^ 
deldous  food  in  an  exclusive  envxonment  Functions  kr  up  to  150.  BrfiMBahs,  Bar  MBzvahs, 

7  Brachos,  special  occasions,  58  King  Geoige  St,  Qiatt  KosherfrneaL  Tel;  02-822  3312. 

MARVAD  HAKSAMIN  ORIENTAL  RESTAURANT  -  Mid-Eastern  and  Yemenite  food; 
Kbshertnaat  Open  tor  lunch  &  dinner  til  IlilO  pm;  Sun.-Thure^  Rt  tH  3SW  pjn.  16  King 
GerxgeSt,  (next  to  Carvel).  M:  02-625 4470.  ■ 

NORMANS  STEA1CN  BURGH!  -  Freshest  burgers,  steaks,  rfis,  cHcfon.  fish,  salads  and 
more,  grSed  to  perfection.  American  style  food  and  ssnnc&  Kosher  Jerusalem  Rabbinate. 
27  Emek  Refaim,  German  Colony.  Tbfc  02-566  6603l 


•ped  &  Breakfast  in  Israel 


ALL  OVER  THE  COUNTRY _ 

/^(BBUTZMiSr  -  Rooms  h  Jerusalem,  Tel  Avh,  Bat +30  K&butzB/R-CXirseie^rcS 
[  Yron,  Massada,  AlumoL  iOar  Ruph,  Megiddo  (North),  Bachan,  Ne^a  (Coas^,  Keranim, 
l  QwioL Bn Yahav, Btot(Negey)1bfc 07-656 5422,052-713 630, Fax: 07-656 513&  J 

GALILEE _ 

f  SAUL  BAB-  Country  bdgjigs  with  ktehienette,  beaulifti,  comfortable  and  spactous/N 
[  Suitable  also  tor  large  famffies.  Great  location  In  heart  of  natural  oak  forest  Near  i 
Vjorrat  attractions.  Open  year  around  TebFax:  04-986  6412, 051-5S688a  J 

GALILEE  -  KFAB  YUVAL _ 

9RNA*S  CORNS)  B  &  B  -  In  a  delightful  moshav  dose  to  natural  springs,  GokmN 
[  Hellas  axl  Mount  Hermoa  Lovely  cabin  sutes.  Completely  finished,  very  peaceful, 
\vam  hospBaBty.  Tefc  066940007. _ _ J 

GALILEE -MOUNTAINS _ 

/VEGETARIAN  BED  &  BREAKFAST  in  beautiful,  peaceful  Ami  rim  village  betweerN 
I  Kennel  and  Safad.  "Anglo  Saxon^.ConsiarGtoif  and  nature  lowers  especially  wekxxne.  I 
\EngBsh  spoken  and  understood.  Phillip  Campbel  Id/twc  06-698  9045, 052-385  998^ 

TOSTEItti  GALILEE _ 

/" BRENDA'S  COTTAGES  B&B  -  At  Moshav  Ben-Ami  near  Nahariya  and  the  sea/^ 
[  Charming  units  with  ail  amenities.  Large  patios.  BBQ  facilities,  wonderful  holiday  | 

V  abnosphOT  and  warm  h06ptality.  Brenda  and  Bobby:  Tefc  04-982  2320.  J 

JBigALEM  •/,.  .  .  :  -■•"‘T’r/'-r: 

/ARCADIA  HOTH.- Small  family  hotel,  located  in  the  heart  of  Jerusalem.  Minutes^ 
j  away  from  old  city.  Clean  and  tidy  rooms.  Reasonable  rates.  Teb  02-622  1998, 

V  Fax:02-6221858. 


f  UTTl£  HOUSE  IN  TW  COLONY- The  smaiest  hotel  in  Jerusalem!  16  air-oondRioned 
[  rooms.  In  the  heart  of  the  Germai  Colony;  peaceful  streeLDoiAle  moms  $59®9.Shghs 
V^$39g9.'W:  02663  7641,  Fax:  02-563  7545,  e-maifc  mekmftflnetvfsionjietJ 

TEL  AVIV _ 

f IHE  GORDON  INN  GUEST  HOUSE- Near  Tei  Aviv  beachfront  A  dean,  comfortable' 
[  alternative  to  expensive  hctels.R%*-oontitioned.  Si^eiooms  from  US$41 .00.  Tfefc 
V.  03-5238239;  Fax:03-5237419;  vwwpsLcoJ/gordon-Inn,  E-mat  steqxnSntBmaU 


CENTRAL  ISRAEL _ 

/" HASMONEAN  VILLAGE-  An  aotheriticrMnaaticxiftOTi  the  days  of  theMaocabe^ 
j  located  in  the  ModPfo  area,  at§acerrt  to  Route  443.  Lots  ofacthfties  for  dhflifren  and 
V  friae-  parents.  Huai  Engfish.Tefc  08-926 1617.  _ _  > 

f  RSMNGRAHC- MOSHAV TftLSHACHARrecre^on  picnic  sfle: TWo  fishing  pools- mtx/sht^ 
I  ^  carp  Lams  and  sharfedsediig  areas.  P^equpmsrt  tor  diUieaRsh  and  meat  restaurant 
\Open  from  9  am-8  pjn.  Mon,  Tfxis.  9  aiTL-frkrtghLTafc  08-934  80B8, 890-^  ffi7.  y 

GENERAL _  • _ • 

/" SAVE  TIME  AND  MONEY -Contact  Judy  at  SIGHTSOING  TOURS,  81  HayarkorTN 
SL.Tsi  Aviv.  Tel:  03617  6248,  Fax:  03-5178835  (from  abroai  fax:972-3-517-8835). 
\Bookingdalydghtseeing  tours  to  aH  of  Israel,  Jordan  and  Egypt. _  , 

JAFFA  PORT _ ‘ 

/" 3ALLEHY/PRINT  WORKTOP  -  Har-B  PrHrtere  &  Pub  Rshere,  Jaffa  Port,  Man  Gate.  Rne>^ 
[  Art  prfnts/orlginal  paintings,  artist  books,  Israeli  and  international  artists. 

V.  Tefc  03681 6B34.Sua-lfrus.  9£0-17D0;  ftt  1ft30-14D0or  by  appt  wwwJnterartcoJ/harBl, 

NORTHERN  ISRAEL _ 

/TOUR  GUIDE  -  Tours  of  Northern  Israel  with  licensed  English  spealdr^  tourguid^ 
[  Accommodations  at  beautiful  Bed  &  Breakfast.  Reasonable  rates. 
\Ca!l  Mark  -  Tel:  06-683  8292, 051-518  827,  06-696  3502  Fax:  06-683  8000, 

SAFEP _ 

/^ASCENT -Your  base  Ifr^ie'Nbrth  for  Jewish  mysOdsm.  Be5  youth  hostefcgreaM 


seminars.  10%  off  wflh-5fea±TWf06-6ffi  1384,^ax:  06-692 1942. 


SHARON  AREA _ 

fADAIM  -  Beautiful  &  ori^nal  ^ftstey  Israefi  artfets  ioafls  people,  ceramics,  jewelry, 

[  cloths,  woodwork,  painting,  and  more...  for  every  occasion.  Browse  and  enjoy. 
\^18  Harcarmei  St  (Mktrachov  Yenrshafayim)  l^r  Saba.  Tefc  09-786  2468. _ ^ 

TH.  AVIV _ 

/^YIDDISHSPIEL" -Israel  National  Yickish  Theater.  YKkSshdassfcs  by  an  outstanding^ 
I  theater  group.  A  genuine  Jewish  experience.  At  ZOA  House,  Tel  Aviv.  To  reserve: 
V  1-800-444-660.  Don’t  mbs  ft 


ALL  OVER  THE  COUHTHY _ 

f SOODMORNWG^RUSAian  Short  term  rooms  and  apartments,  furnished,  alsiaes? 
I  Low  prices.  1W:  02-623  3459,  Fax:  02-625  9330,  e-mafl:  gntjer^netvistoruieLil 
^hBp^/wwwacconanoda8oftooJ 

/^BEST  QUALITY  AND  CHEAPEST  shortterm  holiday  rentals  in  Netanya,  Ra'ananaT' 
I  Kfar  Saba,  Herzliya,  Tel  Aviv,  Jerusalem,  etc.  Tel/Fax:  09-6352116  e-mail: 
\^9affim6netvMomieti _ 

JERUSALEM _ 

f  NEWLY  RENOVATH)  short-term  suites  &  apartment  fiAy  furnished  prime  locations 
I  up  to  7  beds.  Thfc  03-523  0080;  Fax:  03-S2  8129;  e-maft:  omegatfv©interj>6LH 


IBETANYA _ 

r QUALITY  APARTMENTS  &  HOUSES  -  For  holiday  rentals  in  NETANYA  and' 
{  CAESAREA.  FuRy  furnished  and  equipped  homes  for  short/long  term.  Netanya  Real 
V.  EdateTU/Fax:  09-684  6544,  e-maO:  netrettnfrauieLil 


TEL  AVIV _ ; _ 

ir  Organize  a  church  for  a  wonderful  Holy  Land  pflgrfmage.  As  a  gnx$i  cjrgaruzsf 
j  you  andforyoirmrnister^xiest  could  travel  FREE  Fax  your  detaBs  and  phone  number 
V  to  Artful  Goldberg,  Fax:03-5179001. 


i  V  t  met  r 


TEL  AVIV _ _ 

f HOW  TO  TRAVEL  FROM  ISRAEL-  ZION  TOURS  -  The  largest  North  American' 
[  agency  In  Israel.  Your  ONE  STOP  travel  center!  Tel:  02-625  4326.  e-mail: 
\  maricdonOnetvistoruiBUl 


TENERIFE _ 

f  TIME  SHARING  -  in  Tenerife.  Sale  at  a  very  special  rate.  2  weeks  in  July' 
in  luxurious  apartments  in  Tenerife.  Don't  miss  it!)  Tefc  03-938-6258 


•  Rent  A  Car 

•  Hotel 
Horn  wallops 

-  ft*  the  best  &  most  mfabfe  sarvfce 

•^.WTSrpori  swvkre 
■W.Q2-2538M1  Fax  02-538  9921 

-  taL  03-677  4454 


CRUISES 


DISCOUNTED  CRUISES 
WINTER  CRUISE  ON 
LUXURY  CRUISE  SHIP 

NnneJQdyorAilhtff 

Tel:  03-5176248  Fax:  0M178835 
Greentours.nHQBdoist,  | 
Te((CTBs):AflhtFQ»9575656  \ 


MEET  ISRAELIS  ] 


WORLD  OF  SINGLES 

ISRAEL  •  ENGSLAND 
-  BELGIUM  •  TULA.  •  CANADA. 

20  Su< 

Years 
Qpalil 
Pro/es 
Busim 
Religii 
SecHla_ 

3  09-8847294. 03-6220283/ 
|  07-6334640 


Being  single 
doesnl  mean  to  be  alone! 

Give  usacalf! 
it  just  change  your  life. 
The  Marriage  Connection 
Bezaiel  8  Jerusalem 
Td  02- 624  661 9  , 


ANGL0-ISRAEL 
INTERNATIONAL  SINGLES 

Well  established  global 
introduction  service  and 
marriage  bureau 
Discretion  for  people  without 
'  their  knowledge 


HOME  SERVICES 


T06nSTTC(»ctniaifcaboreyaarlxiifie1n 
JHusaiem7  Tim  jFqujnad  HOMdliute 

•  In  your  absence  m  maWan  a. 

•  Before  you  arrive  m  prapara  k. 

•  M  rapafca.  hwnwniBrtB,  kxMdufll 

raqukwmnkfiPmt  to  prafanronaByL 

BMMMHOHECAREhaeBapwlwmiiBmBB 
monagonart  S  RnJnwnnca  aonrica  tor 
people  Bn youttxr peace  ol  mind  la  oar. 

.  an^raenioyitiBrtairprioifjt 
Because  we  care. 

'ShcalSSB 

Far  dwaSscxrtBcJ  Da*)  Haflnor 
TbL  Q2-651991B  Fax.  026513299 


MOBILE  PHONE  RENTAL 


$r 


■namiFONe 

per  day 
any  period 


Free  incoming  cate  i^M 
Low  cost  international  calls 

03-516-8366,053-76-5053 

OBflwryfcotocflon  servica  sraSaUe 
.  AH  major  credit  canb  accented  ‘  . 


WHERETO  EAT 


X  D^tebos,.  >. 
Taste  of  Israel  O 

xyhny  I«nanlfm  b»ua..w 

me  Geffm  GaU&y 
Restaurant  - 

♦  Mixed  Grill  «  Poultry 
*  Fish  <■  Homemade  Pitot 

^  Salads 

2  Reh.  Doech  Hevrun,  Tecosokn 

Mount  Zion  Hotel) 


noon  GndfpjzL  ] 


A  Jerusalem  landmarir  -  RMON  RESTAURANT  Grilled  Meets  and  Middle  Eastwn  culshe. 
CAFE  RIMON  Dairy  and  Fish.  Superb  pastry.  Indoor-outdoor  seating.  Glatt  Kosher 
Umehadrin.  4  Luntz  St  (off  Mldrachov).  Ibfc  02-624  3712. 

SIGMUND  CORNER  BBTWVCAFE -Art  Deco  Decor-Serving  crepes,  soups,  sandwiches, 
states  axl  brewed  cotees.  Reasonable  prices.  Sui-Thure,  11  am.-1  am.Frl  9  am-hoir  before 
StabbaL  Sat  hou-  alter  Stebbat-1  am  Kostac  Comer  Azra/Ha’ari  Sts.  1eL  02-5639212. 

THE  7™  PLACE-  Popular  Jerusalem  dining  spot,  authentic  Southern  Indian  and  dairy 
cufsineL  Spacious,  bright  and  ftientiy.  Uvb  show  every  Kosher.  37  St.  (Beit  Agon 

-thejounafists  center).  Tefc  02-625  4495. 

XXffS TgPNB34  TIC  AHCMST -unique  restaurant  cuftiufehnp  in  aiandentcausadBrbJrtog 
t&tf  next  to  the  KuteL  Bcterahe  dairy  reu.  tosher  limstadrin.  83Q  am.-1(fc3Q  pm.,  Mctea'ei 
Shabbat  until  1130.  Also  private  functions.  174  Hagai  St  (in  the  tunnel).  02-627-7761. 

^  I  JlMU.  ■  ■  Jill  I  I  VBaBB 

TZADD0C8  -Jerusalem^  Real  Authentic  Nw  VbikDeH  Corned  betf.  roast  beef,  brisket, 
pastrarra,  salami,  all-beef  hot  dogs,  H4H  bagels,  draft  beet  Kosher  Umehadrin.  2  Tifferet 
Yorad  St,  The  Jewish  Quarter.  9:00  am-IttOO  pm  Tefc  02-627  2148. 


ROSH  PINA _ 

B’BfflfirSfB.RAFA-in  tee  heart  of  old  Bosh  Pha,  End  at  inSmate 


Goumwt  cooking  aid  reasonable  prices,  telefax:  06683  6192 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  SPECIAL  PACKAGES 

which  include  the 

International  Edition,  French  Edition, 
This  Week  in  Israel  and  Internet 


100  Continuous  days 
at  a  very  special  rate 

only  NIS  12.82  per  day 

Single  column  Box  only  NIS  18.72  per  day 

To  appear  in  this  special  tourism  column 
or  for  more  details  send  fax  to: 

1 0O  DAYS 
Fax.  02-5388  408 
or  call  Tel  Aviv  Area 
Tel.  03-639  0333  (Ruthie) 

Fax.  03-639  0277 


cMjJ'  i>  IJSk* 
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SPORTS 


FA  brass  in  dire  need  of  an  overhaul 
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4fe  might  be  Christmas  time,  but 
rnere  is  cenainjy  a  shortage  of 
wise  men  at  the  helm  of  English 
football.  There  is  one  token 
Wiseman  -  Keith,  vice  chairman 
of  Southampton  and  chairman  of 
the  Football  Association,  until  last 
week  when  he  and  chief  executive 
Graham  Kelly  were  unceremoni¬ 
ously  dumped  out  of  office  follow¬ 
ing  their  decision  to  donate  over 
£3  million  to  the  Welsh  FA  in 
return  for  its  backing  for 
England's  world  Cup  bid  in  2006. 

Kelly,  a  jovial  figure  who  started 
as  an  office  boy  in  the  Football 
League  and  worked  his  way  up  the 
greasy  football  administrative  lad¬ 
der.  resigned. 

But  Wiseman  refused  to  walk 
and  now  faces  a  grilling  from  the 
FA  Council  in  January. 

hearing  will  need  large 
ppnises  -  the  said  council  is  91- 
strong  (or  weak)  -  and  the  press 
have  been  busy  wheeling  out  foot¬ 
ball  veterans  as  an  example  of  how 
antiquated  the  game  is  in  this 
country.  Kelly  is  the  second  senior 
figure  in  the  past  three  years  to 
resign  over  a  financial  irregularity 
and  with  the  council  heavily 
weighted  in  favor  of  county  ama¬ 
teurs,  die  FA  appears  light  years 
away  from  the  slick  Nineties-style 
corporate  management  structure 
required  for  the  modem  game. 

English  football  is  not  just  about 
World  Cup  bids  —  Portsmouth  and 
Oxford  United,  where  the 
Professional  Footballers 


Association  are  having  to  lend  the 
clubs  money  to  pay  wages,  are 
examples  of  the  state  of  play  at  the 
other  end  of  the  continuum. 

And  while  the  council  are 
almost  being  forced  to  tow  the  line 
in  saying  they  are  prepared  to 
modernize,  there  is  no  compro¬ 
mise  at  all  on  the  issue  of  a  power¬ 
ful  commissioner  being  brought  in 
to  kick  a  few  backsides.  You  only 
have  to  look  at  whose  bebinds  ore 
on  which  seals  at  the  FA  Cup  final 
or  when  England  play  at  Wembley, 
to  realize  that  there's  too  much  for 
these  functionaries  to  lose. 

And  they  certainly  will  not  lie 
down,  despite  the  relentless  bar¬ 
rage  of  criticism  leveled  against 
their  ilk  in  the  press  this  week. 
Sunday's  Observer  ran  a  lengthy 
interview  with  Duncan  Bay  ley, 
60-year-old  secreuuy  of  the  non¬ 
league  Unibond  League  who 
boasts  27  years  experience  in  the 
amateur  game.  “The  idea  that  a 
gang  of  old  duffers  can  influence 
the  affairs  of  great  big  Premiership 
clubs  is  fiction”  Bayley  says. 

The  way  things  are  going,  it 
looks  like  the  FA  is  becoming  ripe 
for  a  takeover  by  the  Premiership 
in  the  non-too-distant  future.  It's  a 
bit  like  the  cricket  -  we  may  have 
given  the  game  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  but  now  we  need  to  learn 
how  the  rest  of  the  world  is  mar¬ 
keting  it. 

On  the  pitch,  it  was  another 
home  win  for  West  Ham  with  EyaJ 
Berkovic  enjoying  a  return  to  the 


London  Calling 


first  team  after  a  two-match  lay¬ 
off  through  injury.  Berkovic  was 
chosen  as  the  interviewee  by  the 
BBC  for  their  Saturday  night 
Match  of  the  Day  slot  and  it’s  nice 
to  note  that  aside  from  his  excel¬ 
lent  form  on  the  field  be  is  now 
able  to  converse  reasonably  fluent¬ 
ly  in  English.  A  far  ciy  from  his 
early  days  at  Southampton  when 
Yedioi  Aharanot  London  sports 
correspondent  Gossan  Wakad 
would  act  as  simultaneous  transla¬ 
tor. 

On  a  more  somber  note.  West 
Ham  again  hit  the  headlines  for 
the  wrong  reason  on  Monday  after 
two  of  their  players  Neil  Ruddock 
and  Trevor  Sinclair  were  arrested 
following  an  incident  at  Secrets 
night  club  in  Romford  at  the  club's 
Christmas  fancy  dress  party  on 
Sunday.  Hammers  boss  Harry 
Redknapp  said  he  was  going  to 
"read  the  riot  act”  to  the  pair  -  pre¬ 
sumably  they  did  not  go  dressed  os 


Peace  Corps  volunteers. 

It’s  nor  often  that  minority  sports 
such  as  wrestling  and  rugby 
league  are  given  an  airing,  but  for 
sheer  nostalgia  your  correspon¬ 
dent  could  not  let  the  untimely 
death  two  weeks  ago  of  Giant 
Haystacks  pass  without  comment. 

One  of  the  greats  of  modem 
British  wrestling.  Haystacks  was 
the  archetype  bad  guy  on  the  ITV 
Saturday  afternoon  coverage  made 
famous  by  the  likes  of  Mick 
McManus.  Jackie  Polio  and 
Haystacks’s  foil,  the  legendary 
Big  Daddy,  the  ring  illuminated  by 
commentator  Kent  Walton's 
descriptions  of  old  ladies  clobber¬ 
ing  their  heroes  and  villains  with 
handbags. 

Sixty-year-old  Big  Daddy 
(Shirley  Crabtree),  is  fighting  for 
his  fife  after  suffering  a  stroke  on 
Sunday. 

The  showmanship  and  television 
demanded  that  falls  and  fights 
were  rehearsed,  but  Haystacks, 
who  admitted  to  a  daily  breakfast 
fare  of  12  eggs  and  six  bacon  rash¬ 
ers,  took  enough  real  knocks  to 
persuade  the  most  cynical  of 
observers  that  the  sport  was  for 
real. 

The  British  wrestling  public 
now  gets  its  kicks  from  WWF,  but 
the  glitz  and  high  glam  of  the  US 
version  is  lost  on  a  discerning 
audience  who  would  squeeze  into 
venues  like  Rochdale  town  hall 
and  work  themselves  into  a  hyster¬ 
ical  frenzy. 


And  if  you  want  an  example  of 
how  British  sport  mirrors  society 
consider  one  of  the  more  bizarre 
fixtures  of  the  past  weekend  -  the 
Rugby  League  Silk  Cut  Challenge 
Cup  second  round  tie  between 
Wath  Brow  and  London  Skolars. 
The  second  round  represents  the 
final  chance  for  amateur  clubs  to 
make  it  into  the  hat  for  the  third- 
round  draw,  the  stage  where  the 
professional  teams  join  in. 

Interestingly,  the  amateur  code 
of  rugby  league  has  huge  interest 
with  hundreds  of  teams  participat¬ 
ing  ia  minor  leagues  all  over  the 
country.  And  given  the  game’s 
northern  cloth-cap  image  as  per¬ 
sonified  in  the  1960s  film  This 
Sporting  Life,  it  is  somewhat  sur¬ 
prising  that  London  Skolars  is  a 
team  made  up  almost  exclusively 
of  middle  lo  upper  class  toffs 
from  the  docklands  banking  fra¬ 
ternity. 

Not  so  long  ago,  most  of  these 
people  would  not  have  understood 
the  rules  of  the  league  code  -  but 
these  days,  anything  goes  and  the 
men  with  the  snazzy  suits  and 
mobile  phones  lie  a  respectable 
sixth  in  the  Second  Division  of  the 
amateur  National  Conference 
League. 

Wath  Brow  is  an  uncompromis¬ 
ing  place  in  deepest  Cumbria  with 
a  hundred  years  of  amateur  rugby 
league  tradition,  a  place  synony¬ 
mous  with  hardness  and  being 
tough.  They  had  their  work  cut  out 
to  beat  the  Skolars  16-6. 


‘Belgian  soccer  union  settles  row  with  Bosnian 


BRUSSELS  (Reuters)  -  The  Belgian 
soccer  union  said  yesterday  it  agreed  to 
pay  former  player  Jean-Marc  Bosnian  16 
million  francs  ($466,700)  to  end  the  legal 
conflict  which  sparked  the  so-called 
Bosnian  case  on  free  movement  of  players. 

Bosnian.  34,  welcomed  the  out-of-court 
settlement  with  the  Belgian  union  and  said 
he  was  now  hoping  to  find  a  job  again  after 
years  in  the  doldrums. 

“We  closed  the  book,  we  turned  its  last 
page  and  it  ended  well.”  Bosman  told 


Reuters. 

“I  believe  chat  both  Jean-Marc  Bosman 
and  the  union  were  fed  up  with  this  case, 
we  were  tired,”  Belgian  union  secretary 
general  Jan  Peelers  told  reporters  at  the 
union's  headquarters. 

“Now  it’s  all  over.  We're  satisfied,”  he 
said. 

“Don’t  forget  that  we  were  facing  the 
major  challenge  of  Euro  2000  in  which  we 
have  to  put  all  our  energy,”  he  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  next  European  soccer  champi¬ 


onships  which  Belgium  will  jointly  orga¬ 
nize  with  the  Netherlands. 

Bosman  was  claiming  damages  before 
the  appeals  court  in  the  southern  Belgian 
city  of  Liege  in  the  wake  of  the  1995 
European  Court  of  Justice's  “Bosman”  rul¬ 
ing  ending  soccer's  transfer  system  and 
limits  on  foreign  players. 

Bosnian's  case  started  in  1990  when  his 
club  FC  Liege  blocked  a  transfer  to 
France's  Dunkirk  and  later  suspended 
him. 


Bosman  took  Liege,  the  Belgian  soccer 
union  and  UEFA  to  court.  The  Liege 
appeals  court  theo  sought  the  Court  of 
Justice's  advice  and  still  had  to  rule  on  the 
amount  of  damages. 

Peeters  said  Bosnian's  claims  totalled  72 
million  francs  ($2.10  million.)  in  damages 
from  UEFA  and  the  Belgian  union,  but 
Bosman  had  already  urged  the  union  to  set¬ 
tle  out  of  couru 

Peeters  said  the  Belgian  union  was  foot¬ 
ing  the  whole  bill. 


Oklahoma 
wins  by  forfeit 


SAN  JUAN.  Puerto  Rico  CAP)  - 
Oklahoma  was  on  its  way  to  an 
easy  opening-round  victory  over 
the  host  school  in  the  Puerto  Rico 
Holiday  Classic  when  .  things 
turned  ugly. 

Ramon  Gomez  of  American 
University  of  Puerto  Rico  hit 
Oklahoma's  Tim  Heskett  in  the 
head  with  an  elbow  with  5.-02  left 
in  the  first  half  and  the  23rd-ranked 
Sooners  leading  39-10  Monclay. 

Oklahoma  coaches  and  players 
ran  to  Heskett,  who  was  on  the 
floor  in  front  of  American's  bench. 
Some  pushing  and  shoving  started 
among  coaches  and  players,  and 
referee  Eric  Harmon  ordered  the 
floor  cleared  and  declared  the 
Sooners  2-0  winners  over  the 
Pirates  by  forfeit.  “The  coaches 
were  abour  to  get  into  it,”  Harmon 
said  right  after  the  game. 

Oklahoma  coach  Kelvin 
Sampson  said  Heskett  might  have 
a  concussion  and  is  under  the  care 
of  team  physician  Dr.  Brock 
Schnebel. 

No.  11  New  Mexico  90 
McNeese  St-  46 
Lament  Long  went  5-for-5  from 
3-point  range  and  scored  28  points 
and  Kenny  Thomas  added  22 
points  and  14  rebounds  for  the 
Lobos  (8-0).  Demond  Mallet  bad 
17  points  for  the  visiting  Cowboys 
(1-7).  who  shot  27.4  percent  for 
the  game. 

No.  15  Michigan  St.  79 
Pepperdine  67 

Morris  Peterson  had  18  points 
for  the  Spartans  (7-3)  in  the  open¬ 
ing  round  of  the  Pearl  Harbor 
Classic  in  Hawaii.  Mateen 
Cleaves,  who  scored  ail  16  of  his 
points  in  the  second  half,  and 
Charlie  Bell,  who  had  14,  helped 
Michigan  State  puli  away  after 
trailing  36-35  at  halftime.  Marc 
McDowell  had  22  points  on  6-of-7 
shooting  for  the  Waves  (6-4). 

"No.  16  Clemson  72 

South  Carolina  St.  47 
Harold  Jamison  scored  a  season- 


high  19  points  on  8-of-8  shooting 
and  grabbed  nine  rebounds  as  the 
Tigers  (10-1)  won  their  seventh 
straight  game. 

Coray  Davis  led  the  visiting 
Bulldogs  (4-5)  with  II  points,  all 
in  the  first  half. 

No.  6  Stanford  82 
Elon  College  58 
After  facing  top  teams  such  as 
North  Carolina,  Maryland  and  St. 
John's  earlier  this  season.  No.  6 
Stanford  was  due  for  a  letdown. 
Lucidly  for  the  Cardinal  it  came 
against  overmatched  Elon 
College. 

Kris  Weems  hit  six  3- pointers 
and  scored  20  points  as  Stanford, 
which  hit  II  3-pointers  overall, 
eased  ro  victory. 

The  top  25  teams  in  The  Associated 
Press'  men's  cottage  baskBtbaO  poll,  with 
first-place  votes  in  parentheses,  records 
through  Dec.  20,  total  points  based  on  25 
points  tor  a  first-place  vote  through  one 
point  for  a  25th-place  vote  and  previous 
ranking: 

Record  Pts  Pv 

1.  Connecticut  (64)  8-0  1,738  1 

2.  Duke  (3)  10-1  1.640  2 

3.  Kentucky  (2)  10-1  1,604  3 

4.  Cincinnati  (1)  943  1,563  4 

5.  Maryland  11-1  1.485  5 

6.  Stanford  7-2  1,341  6 

7.  North  Carolina  12-1  1.322  7 

8.  Arizona  6-0  1.226  8 

9.  Purdue  11-1  1,216  8 

10.  Indiana  11-2  1.060  10 

11.  New  Mexico  7-0  996  11 

12.  UCLA  6-2  902  12 

ia  Kansas  8-2  868  13 

14.  SL  John's  9-2  809  15 

15.  Michigan  SL  6-3  783  14 

16.  Clemson  9-1  680  16 

17.  Minnesota  7-1  561  17 

18.  Auburn  11-0  510  19 

19.  Arkansas  8-2  346  20 

20.  Wisconsin  10-1  325  23 

21.  Iowa  8-1  282  25 

22.  Syracuse  7-3  241  21 

23.  Oklahoma  6-1  230  24 

24.  Pittsburgh  7-4  187  22 

25.  Oklahoma  SL  6-3  164  18 

Others  receiving  votes:  Texas  Christian 

133,  Cafitomla  66,  Floride63,  Tennessee 
58.  Temple  53,  CoH.  of  Charleston  34. 
Murray  SL  34,  Perm  SL29.  Toledo  29. 
Tulsa  26,  Vlllanova  25,  Mississippi  SL  22, 
N.  Carolina  SL  12,  Oregon  TI,  DePeui  10, 
Miami,  Ohio  10.  Southern  Cal  10,  SW 
Missouri  SL  9,  Washington  8.  Creighton  6, 
Georgia  Tech  6.  Louisville  &  Rhode  Island 
6.  Georgia  5,  Xavier  5,  Kansas  SL  3.  Utah 
3.  Wake  Forest  3,  Gonzaga  2.  Miami  2, 
Colorado  SL  1,  South  Rorioa  1. 
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PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS-  AO  rates 
Indude  VAT; 

Single- Weekday  -  N1S  157.95  for  10 
words r  (minimum).  ead>'addrtk>naLwmtl 
NIS15.70J  .  .  ... 

FRIDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  EVE  -  NlS 
245.70  10  words  (minimum),  each.adcB- 
tion&l  word  NlS  24.57. 

TWO  FRIDAYS  -  NlS  402.4B  tor  ID 
words,  (minimum),  each  additional  word 
NlS  40-24. 

MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY  and  FRI¬ 
DAY  (package)  -  NlS  351  for  10  words 
(mlnlmum),each  additional  word  -  NlS 
35.10 

WEEK  RATE  (6  Insertions)  -  NlS  503.10 
lor  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 
wort  -  NJS  5031.  . 

4  FRIDAYS  -  NlS  643.50  tor  10  words 
(minimum),  each  additional  word  -  NlS 
6435. 

MONTHLY-(24  insertions)  -  NlS  1228.50 
ftvr  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 
v^t-NtS  122^5. 

Rates  are  valid  from  December  15, 
1998. 


DEADLINES  offices 

Jerusalem  -  weekdays:  12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  far  Friday  4  pun.  on 


Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa  -  weekdays:  12 
noon,  2  days  before  purification;  far  Friday 
and  Sunday.  4  pjn.  Thursday  In  Tel  Aviv 
and  12  noon  Thursday  in  Haifau 

For  classified  enquiries  please  cal) 
02-5315644. 


DWELLINGS 


General 

WHERE  TO  STAY 


■  *» 


ays 


,  ■  :« 'f, 


JERUSALEM  LODGES  LTD. 
Short  and  long  term  rentals 
Bed  and  breakfast 

P.O.  Bax  4233,  Jerusalem  91044. 
Tel.  02-561 1745,  Fax:  02-563-7566 
e-maik  jerelOjerelxo.ll 


THE  JERUSALEM  INN 
Hotel 

Private  Bathroom  -Telephone-T.V. 
Tel.  02*625-2757  , 

Guesthouse 
B.B.  doubles  ( family  rooms 
/  TeL  02-625-1294 
Best  value  accomodations. 


DWELLINGS 


Jerusalem  Area 
^  HOLIDAY  RENTALS 

REHA  VIA,  ELEGANTLY  FURNISHED  3 
room  apartment  Ground  floor,  garden, 
tidy  equipped,  kosher,  very  quiet  on  Ben 
Maimon  from  15  January  -  30  Aprlf. 
1999.  TeL  /  Fax.  02-563-7460.  [79*972] 

.  ..  RENTALS 

HOTZA-IL1T,  FURNISHED  STUDIO, 
kitchenefla,  built-in  cupboards.  separate 
entrance  at  private  vita,  parking.  TeL  02- 
334-2824. 


Jerusalem  Area 


3  BEDROOM  APARTMENT,  EASTTAL- 
PlOT,  attractive,  partially  fumlbhed. 


habitat  real  estate 

m.  4  •?  i  ;  •£  '  M  \  $:  >4 .  C*  /fell 


Jerusalem  quality  sales  &  rentals 
in  ail  areas  -  ask  Uayir 


Email;  aerti co £•  netvisicn.net. i 


MEVASSERET  STUDIO  APARTMENT, 
private  entrance,  unfurnished,  patio,  1m- 
mwflate  occupancy.  TeL  02-581-8689. 

MEVASSERET,  SAVYONIM  SECTION” 
5  room  luxurious  cottage,  patio,  under¬ 
ground  parking,  private  entrance,  unfur¬ 
nished.  Immediate  occupancy.  TeL  02- 
581-8689. 

UOSHAV  BEIT  NEKOFA  -  Arab  style 
house,  25  rooms,  garden,  unfurnished, 
light,  lovely  location.  $400.  immediate, 
m  052-600908. 


_ SALES _ 

BAKA,  3.5,  BALCONY,  double  con¬ 
vinces,  East/South,  from  atone.  Imme¬ 
diate.  Tel.  02-671-7777.  [21 542 J 


MUST  SELL!  GfVATCANADA  -  luxury 
duplex,  5.5,  +  3  for  income.  Indoor  park¬ 
ing,  view,  garden,  $450,000.  flexible. 
TeL  02-623-1593(0)  (NS),  Tel.  02-676- 
1415(E)(NS),  Fax.  02-623-1537.  120073] 

UUSRARA,  APARTMENT  IN  Arab 
building,  unique,  80  meters,  gaitary,  reno¬ 
vated,  stylized.  Tel.  02-534-1471.  050-- 


WHERE  TO  STAY 

BED  &  BREAKFAST.  WARM  at¬ 
mosphere,  private  shower,  TV  in  room, 
many  extras.  French  Hill,  Jerusalem 
$30  for  a  single,  950  for  a  couple. 
Apartment  rental  short  or  long  term.. 
FuSy  equipped  3  bedroom  apartment  in 
Tiberias  .  Tel.  972-2-581-0870,  Fax. 
972-2-581-1385.  !  E-Mail: 


DWELLINGS 


_ Tel  Aviv 

RENTALS 

NEW  PENTHOUSES  AND  apartments, 
near  beach,  tomtehedtontomished.  THE 
KEY,  Tel.  03-524-4496.  1194661 

SALES  ~~ 

SALE-PINKAS  WEIZMANN,  4.5  + 
basement  parJdng,  security,  beautiful 
kitchen,  m  03-605-5110,  050-756-279 
(private).  (795314} 


CL  A  S  S  I  F  I  E  D  S 

DWELLINGS  ■  SITUATIONS  VACANT  ■  VEHICLES 


_ Sharon  Area _ 

SALES/RENTALS  ~ 

HERZUYA  PTrtJAH,  GOOD  selection  of 
quality  housestopartmants,  for  safe  or 
rent  Exclusive  OREN  &  DUNSKY.  Tei. 
09-957-3096.  (0201 


SERVICES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

GENERAL 

PALMISTRY,  INDIVIDUAL  READ¬ 
INGS  and  ConsutafonE.  Andres.  Tel.  02- 
624-7259. _ 

LAUNDRY 

■DRIVE  CLEAN*  -  SERVICE  to  cus¬ 
tomer,  free  pick-up  and  delivery.  Dry 
cleaning,  curtains,  carpets.  Also  laun¬ 
dry  ana  ironing.  47  Rahov  Haonsn.  Me- 
vaseneL  Open  from  8-8.  TeL  02-533- 
0007. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


' _ General _ 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

RISHON,  AU-PAIR  NEEDED  for  8 
months  twins,  Rue-in,  references  +  experi¬ 
ence.  TeL  03-940-2233-  (796389] 

EXCELLENT  JOB  OPPORTUNHIEsi 
far  au  pairs,  domestic  hato,  childcare  and 
caregivers  far  the  e Warty.  Great  condi¬ 
tions.  Hitet  salary,  live  Intout,  countrywide, 
m  03-688-0787,  052-881034.  [14454] 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ Tel  Avhr _ 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

LOOKING  FOR  A  NANNY  3-5  times  a 
week,  Inducting  tight  housework.  Tel.  03- 
642-4208.  [796387] 


DON'T  DESPAIR-  BECOME  an  au 
paid  I  Don't  delay-  phone  today!!  Au  pair 
International  has  avaJable  the  most  prom¬ 
ising  and  interesting  llve-in  Job  offers  in  Is¬ 
rael.  Phone  24  hours  03-01 9-0423. 
IIBOS3] 

IMMEDIATE  AU-PAIR  JOBS  available, 
friendliest  families,  beat  conditions,  the 
agency  with  a  heart  tor  the  Au  Pairs. 
Cad  fflfrna-  (03)  965-9937.  itbomsj 

EXCLUSIVE  AU  PAIR  AGENCY  in 
North  Tel  Aviv  seeking  qualified,  IntelD- 
gant  candidates.  High  salaries.  Tel. 
050820-694.  (20053] 

HIGH  SALARY  FOR  metapelst,  possi¬ 
ble  UvB-ln .  good  concBtions.  03-076-3183. 

1782/28} 

RAMAT  GAN  HOUSEKEEPER,  full- 
flmfc  TeL  052 -948- 71 B.  [32S3] 

LIVE-Oirr-  FULL-TIME,  housekeeping  + 
baby  10:00  - 17 :00.  TeL  03-620-1680. 


MEN/WOMEN,  LIVE-IN/LIVE-OUT, 
part-time/fuH-tlme.  Tel.  03-512-4059, 
057-280-280,  [795195] _ 

OFFICE  STAFF 

FOR  LARGE  REAL  ESTATE  office, 
cleric,  typing  experience,  EngSsh  Hebrew 
a  must  let  03-525-7150.  [139524] 


_ Dan  Region _ 

HOUSEHOLD -HELP 

AU  BAm,EXPERlENCEDrJU3RJamily. .... 
in  Ramat  Hasharon,  long  term,  lfve-m  sep¬ 
arate  unit  Tel.  03-549-3030.  121477) 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ Sharon  Area _ 

Household  help 

LOOKING  FOR  FEMALE  HOUSE¬ 
KEEPER,  to  live  out,  6  days  a  week,  4 
hours,  morning.  Tel.  058-498-264. 

WORKERS  WANTED:  2,3  times  per 
weak,  (llve-in  possible).  Tel.  03-512- 
4058,  057-280-800.  [795194] 


PURCHASE/SALES 


_ General _ 

HOUSEHOLD  GOODS 

RECLINER  CHAIR,  NEW,  Barcatoung- 
er.  tan  leather,  compact  Tel.  02-622- 
1375.(796388] 


PURCHASE/SALES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

COMPUTER  EQUIPMENT 

FOR  SALE:  XANTE  Accel-a-Writer,  B& 
W  printer  tor  A-4  and  A-3  paper,  line  con¬ 
ditions,  good  tor  PC  or  Mac.  Tel:  02- 
9973735  (NS) 


PURCHASE/SALES 


_ Haifa  and  North _ 

FORSALE 

REFRIGERATOR,  NiS  5,000;  dryer. 
NlS  1,300;  dining  table,  chairs  and  more. 
M  must  got  TeL  04-825-7896.  [794908] 


VEHICLES 


_ General _ 

_ GENERAL _ 

^S^ARIEPALOGE 

5  QUALITY  NEW  fc  USED  CARS 
I  TAX  FREE  &  UNRESTRICTED 
Buying  •  Selling  •  Hading  •  Leasing 
Cekbiating  23  Yats  -  Countrywide  Service 
Passport— Passport  -  Our  Specialty 
TbL  060-240-977,  TfeL /Fax.  02-652-3735 

PASSPORT 

MERCEDES-BENZ  S320,  1998  mod¬ 
el.  black  metallic,  leather  interior,  all  ex¬ 
tras:  sun  roof,  park-distance  control,  navi¬ 
gator,  GSM  phone,  17,000  km^  net  export 
price  DM  78,000  (FOB  German  port). 
Contact  Michael  Gerhardt  Automobiles, 
Germany,  Tel.  49-451-499-3851/2,  Fax 
43-451 499-3853/4.  In  Israel  Tel.  050- 
454-044.  [21301] 


VEHICLES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

MITSUBISHI  STATION,  GLXI,  1994. 
46,000km,  excellent  condition,  automat¬ 
ic.  Tel.  02-652-3735,  050-240-977. 
[194781 


_ Jerusalem 

- FASSPORr—-^ 

-  FOR  WPW  IMMIGRANT,  f 

.1996.  manual,  36,000  km.  original  ownN 
er,  like  new,  service  history.  Tel.  02- 
652-3735,  050-240-977.  [21031J 

FOR  NEW  IMUIGRANTTHyundai  Ac- 
cent,  1997,  automatic,  first  owner, 
20.000  km.  Tel.  02-652-3735.  050-240- 
977.  [21032] 

LAND  ROVER  DtSCOVERY,  1995,  man- 
ual,  51,000  km.  Like  new.  Fully  loaded. 
Tel  02-652-3735,  050-240-97 7.  [21033] 

MITSUBISHI  SUPER  LANCER,  1993, 
manual.  67,000  km.,  excellent  condi¬ 
tion,  AC.  power  steering,  electric  wind¬ 
ows.  full  loaded.  Tel.  02-652-3735.  050- 
240-977.  [21034] 

1985,  PEUGEOT,  30S,  automatic, 
good  condition.  120,000km,  below  book. 
Tel.  02-588-6080.  [21479] _ 

MITSUBISHI,  LANCER,  GLX,  1992. 
automatic.  A/C.  excellent  condition.  Tel. 
02-678-6268.  050-501-525.  [796354] 


_ Tet  Aviv _ 

PASSPORT 

1995  PEUGEOT  306  XH  1.6  engine, 
manual,  55,000  km,  radio-cassetle, 
alarm,  in  excellent  condition.  Tel.  03-527- 
4574, 053-603-044.  (796414] 

DAEWOOD  PRINCE  1996,  manual, 
luxury  car,  full  extras,  excellent  condition. 
Don't  miss  out)  $6,500.  CaN  Mark  any¬ 
time.  Tel.  03-527-0621.  050-717-981. 
[794159] 

DAEWOOD  SSANGYONG  CORAN- 
DO  jeep  4x4,  manual,  diesel.  1994.  excel¬ 
lent  condition,  $6,900.  Call  Mark.  TbL  03- 
5274)621,050-717-981.  [794159] 

FORD  SEST1ZA,  1992,  automatic, 
small  car,  full  extras,  as  new  condition, 

Kranteed,  excellent  car.  $4,390.  Call 
k  anytime.  Tel.  03-527-0621.  050- 
717-981.  [794159] 


VEHICLES 


VEHICLES 


_ Tel  Aviv _  _ Tel  Aviv _ 

FORD  PROBE,  1991  G.T,  manual jc2  .  VW  GOLF  GTL  diesel,  1992,  dark  blue, 
door,  $4,900,  5  seats,  btapk,.very  |uxurj-rjs  ptetn»l^axce0ant  condition,  very  cheap  to 
ou&car,  AC.  P/S.  E/W, '  top  condition,  low '  *  ran.  fu&  eSnTOs'.  $4900.  Cafi  Mara.  TeT. 
km.  Can  "Hark  anytime.  113."(»3:527-062T — 527-0621. 05(J-7i  7-981.  [794159] 
050-717-981.  [794159] 


FORD  PROBE  1991,  2  door,  5  seats 
automatic,  very  luxurious,  AC.  lull  extras, 
cruise  control,  white,  low  km.,  excellent 
car.  CaHMark.  Tel.  050-717-981, 03-527- 
0627.  [794159] _ 

HONDA  ACCORD  1988,  manual,  ex¬ 
cellent  condition,  full  extras.  $3,900.  Call 
Mark  anytime.  Tal,  03-527-0621.  050- 
717-981.  [794159] _ 

MERCEDES  240,  DIESEL,  1978, 
manual,  red,  full  extras,  $4,900.  Call 
Mark.  TeL  03-527-0621,  050-717-981. 
[79*159] _ 

MITSUBISHI  STARION,  1989.  2 
doors,  manual,  5  seats,  air-conditioning, 
radfa-cassette,  very  attractive  car,  $4,900. 
Call  Mark  any  time.  Tel.  050-717-981. 
[794159] _ 

PONTIAC  GRAND-AM,  1992,  au¬ 
tomatic,  very  luxurious,  fun  extras,  $5,900. 
Call  Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0521,  050-717- 


Call  Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050-717- 
981.  [794159] 

SAAB  90001, 1994,  automatic,  excel¬ 
lent,  new  condition,  full  extras,  metallic 
dark,  very  luxurious  car.  $9,300.  Call 
Mark  any  time.  TeL  03-527-0621.  050- 
717-981.  [794159] _ 

VOLVO  240  GL,  1986.  manual  RHD, 
original,  excellent  condition,  full  extras. 
$2,900.  Call  Mark  anytime.  Tel.  03-527- 
0621,  050-71 7-B81.  [794159] 

VW  GOLF  GT1,  1991.  auto,  excellent 
condition.  4  doors.  5  seats,  full  extras,  as 
new,  stiver,  $5,500.  Call  Mark.  Tel.  03- 
527-0621,050-717-981.  [794150] 

CHEVY  LUMINA,  1998,  only  4,500  km., 
as  new,  automatic,  green,  radio-cas¬ 
sette,  alarm  and  Immobilizer.,  telephone 
stand,  book  price.  Tel.  03-964-6605, 
052-936-962  (Annie).  [795460] 

VW  GOLF  GTL  1990.  manual,  dark 
blue,  2  doors,  5  seats,  fun  extras,  54,500. 
Call  Mark.  Tal.  03-527-0621,  050-717- 
981.  [794159] 


CADILLAC  SEVILLE,  1983,  automat¬ 
ic,  collector's  item,  full  extras,  excellent 
condition.  3.8  <*.,  2  colors,  $5,900.  Cafl 
Mark.  Tel.  03-527-0621,  050-717-981. 
[794159] 


VEHICLES 


_ Sharon  Area _ 

PASSPORT 

1992  GOLF,  AUTOMATIC,  p/steering, 
AC,  4  door,  low  km.,  1  white,  1  dk.  blue, 
great  buy.  $4,900.  Tel.  052-423-3327. 
09-742-9517.  [794905] 

1994  GRAND  CHEROKEE  LTD. .  white, 
full  leather,  toll  options,  no  accidents, 
no  off  road  accidents,  small  mileage, 
must  be  seen.  Tourist  or  Diplomat  Tel. 
052-423-327.  09-742-9517.  [794905] 

OLEH  -  OLEH  - 1998  Toyota  Carola  Sta- 
tron  GLI,  automatic,  full  option.  Can 
only  be  described  as  new.  Big  saving. 
Coming  soon.  TeL  052-423-327,  09-742- 
9517.  [794805] 

TOURIST  ONLY,  1996  L  300,  10  seats, 
manual,  p/steering.  AC,  1st  hand,  white, 
average  km.,  cheap  price-  TeL  052-423- 
327,  09-742-9517.  [794905] 

UNRESTRICTED 

1996  RANGE  ROVER  4.6  HSE,  metallic 
grey,  one  owner,  6,000  km.  immaculate 
Condition.  N.t.S.  270.000.  Tel.  053-973- 
822.  [796268] 


_ Haifa  and  Worth _ 

PASSPORT 

VW  POLO  CLASSIC,  1997,  1600,  100 
hp,  manual,  benzene,  60,000  km.,  original 
owner,  Immobilizer,  alarm,  green,  Tal.  06- 
651-5989.  [796207] 


Mail  this  coupon  to  us  with  payment  enclosed  (minimum  10  words) 

PHTTDnM  Q  ONETIME  insertion 

LrUUrUiV  Q  3 TIMES  □  4  FRIDAYS 


***** 

10% 

OFF 


City. _ F 

Expiry  dale _ 

□  Please  send  recent 


Q  ONETIME  insertion 

Q  3  TIMES  O  4  FRIDAYS 

□  6  TIMES  (FULL  WEEK)  □  MONTH 

Starting  Date - No.  of  words _ 

AMOUNT:  NlS _ Rates: 

See  classified  rates  on  this  page.  Deduct  10%  If  you  use  this  coupon. 

Classification _ ___Geographical  Area_ 

No  refunds  for  early  cancellation  of  series. 

TEXT: _ 


.Credit  Car 
JD  No. _ 
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MAIL  TO:  ADS  COUPON  SPECIAL,  P.O.Box  81,  Jerusalem  91000 


SPECIAL  INTRODUCTORY  CLASSIFIED  OFFER! 

ir  used  car  classified  ad...  Andtiiatbn.tan..Save  another  10%! 


We  want  your  used  car  classified  ad 

...  so  we’re  making  an  offer  you  can’t  refuse!!! 

Your  classified  car  ad  can  run  in  The  Jerusalem  Post  for  only: 

NIS  58.50  for  two  full  weeks 

ONLY  NIS  88.50  for  one  Aiil  month 

NIS  I  1 7.00  for  two  full  months 


1 .  Save  10%  on  above  prices,  by  using  the  mail-ln  coupon  in  fills  paper  (2  weeks  N5  52.65;  one  month  NIS  79.65;  two  months  NIS  105.30) 

2.  You  get  up  to  25  words,  to  say  just  how  great  your  car  Is! 

3.  You  may  upgrade  from  package  to  package,  by  paying  the  difference. 

TERMS  OF  PQBUCAIION:  Advertisement  most  be  for  one  car  only.  Yon  may  cancel  ad.  If  you  sell  the  car,  but  no  refunds.  Payment 

by  cash,  check  or  credit  card. 
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Martial  arts 
enthusiasts 
hold  country’s 
1st  all-female 
seminar 

By  JUDITH  SUOB.OVSKY 


It  was  a  scene  that  could  only 
have  happened  at  a  women's  mar¬ 
tial  arts  seminar. 

After  her  mother,  karate 
instructor  Sara-Rivka  Emstoff 
finished  nursing  her,  one-year-old 
Ariella  took  off  on  the  exercise 
mat  crawling  around  some  70 
women  martial  arts  enthusiasts 
who  took  part  yesterday  in 
Israel’s  first  Women's  Martial 
Arts  Seminar  held  at  Teddy 
Stadium  in  Jerusalem. 

‘This  is  a  chance  for  us  to  get 
together  for  fim  and  camaraderie. 
It  is  a  chance  for  us  to  really 
value  ourselves,"  said  Emstoff, 
41,  who  teaches  an  all-women 
karate  class  at  the  Jerusalem 
YMCA.  “Older  women  like  me 
can  serve  as  role  models  for  the 
younger  women.  With  men,  the 
dynamics  are  different” 

The  seminar,  which  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Sport  Department 
of  the  Jerusalem  Municipality, 
was  the  realization  of  a  dream 
began  this  summer  at  a  chance 
meeting  between  martial  arts 
instructors  Jamie  Zimron,  Jill 
Shames  and  Yehudit  Sidikman  at 
the  United  States  National 
Women's  Martial  Arts  Federation 
annual  training  camp.  Now  the 
women  are  hoping  the  seminar 
will  grow  into  a  larger  movement 
of  women  in  martial  arts  in  Israel. 

Women  of  all  ages  and  from  all 
walks  of  life  participated  in  the 
seminar.  They  included  religious 
and  secular  Israelis  as  well  as  two 
groups  of  young  Palestinian  girls 
from  Bethlehem  and  eastern 
Jerusalem. 

“In  sports  there  is  no  difference 
between  religions  and  nationali¬ 
ties,  sports  brings  everyone 
together,"  said  Abdallah  Dandis 
of  eastern  Jerusalem  who  brought 
his  karate  class  to  the  seminar.  He 
and  other  men,  however,  were  not 
permitted  inside  the  classes  out  of 
respect  for  some  of  the  religious 
women-partici  pants  who  wfll  ndt  . 
Wfiaij'ikJlScin  front  of A 
woman  translator  came  along  to 
help  the  young  Palestinian  girls  in 
the  classes. 


England 
reach  new^ 
depths  in  1 
Australia 


BEST  FOOT  FORWARD  -  A  martial  arts  instructor  demonstrates  how  to  kick  in  front  of  her  all-female  class. 


Instruction  was  given  in  judo, 
karate,  aikido,  tae  kwando,  tai  chi 
and  a  combination  of  the  different 
styles.  The  younger  girls  enjoyed 
the  judo  games  Sidikman  taught 
them  while  the  real  die-hards 
sweated  it  out  in  Esti  Shames's 
tae  kwando  class. 

The  martial  arts  world  is  veipr 
much  male-dominated,  said 
Zimron, ,  so.  most  teachers,  rateu.,., 
,  models  and  sparring  partnera^^r, 
men  and  it  is  important  for' 
women  involved  in  martial  arts  to 
be  able  get  together  and  learn 


from  each  other. 

irOur  bodies  are  different  and 
the  way  we  find  our  power  is  dif¬ 
ferent,  not  just  from  sheer  muscle 
strength,"  she  said.  “We  have 
more  emotional  sensibilities 
which  have  no  room  in  male- 
dominated  classes.  This  way  we 
can  find  our  power  and  really 
support  ourselves."  . 

,  Stye'?  noted  that .  in  .the  US, 
vyoqseta’s  involvement  immartial 
arts  grew  as  "awareness^Sf  vio¬ 
lence  against  women  increased 
and  she  expects  the  same  to  hap¬ 


pen  in  Israel.  Right  now,  she  said, 
about  20  percent  of  all  martial 
arts  participants  in  Israel  are 
women. 

For  most  of  the  participants  in 
the  seminar,  the  idea  of  being 
able  to  protect  themselves  was 
high  on  their  list  of  reasons  for 
studying  martial  arts. 

"It  gives  me  self-confidence 
and  I  know  1  can  defend  myself.  I 
can  rely  on  myself"  said  Olga 
Baikin,  18,  from  Jerusalem  who 
has  been  studying  tae  kwando  for 
eight  years. 


Atara  Kahana.  IS,  from  Gush 
Etzion,  who  has  been  studying 
judo  for  two  years,  said  it  was  in 
her  nature  to  want  to  feel  strong. 

T  am  not  afraid  to  walk  in 
places  I  may  have  not  walked  in 
before."  she  said.  She  added  that 
she  likes  the  image  of  strength 
she  projects  to  others.  Tt  doesn't 
bother  me  if  boys  think  I  am  mas¬ 
culine,  I  want  them  to  see  I  have 
power,  that  they  are  not  better 
than  me." 

But  contrary  to  popular  notions, 
martial  arts  is  not  just  about  beat¬ 


iDebbie  Hill) 

ing  people  up,  said  karate  student 
Amy  Gelbart,  34,  from  RehovoL 
“We  are  here  to  learn  from  each 
other,"  she  said.  T  am  looking  for 
some  kind  of  inner  peace  which 
comes  at  the  higher  levels." 

Martial  arts  helps  you  become 
more  self-confident,  grounded 
and  centered,  added  Zimron. 

“Oncg.  you  Jiave  learned  the 
power'  •  of  a  unified 
mind/body/spirit,  you.  can  do  any¬ 
thing  well,”  she.  said.  Tt  makes 
you  a  better,  whatever  -  a  better 
artist,  athlete,  parent" 


LONDON  (Reuters)  -  England  s 
blundering  cricketers  plumbed 
new  depths  yesterday  as  .  they 
crashed  to  the  most  humiliating 
defeat  so  far  of  what  is  proving  to 
be  a  disastrous  tour  of  Australia. 

The  style  of  their  spectacular 
collapse  in  Hobart  left  English 
manager  and  former  opening  bats¬ 
man  Graham  Gooch  almost 
speechless  with  embarrassment. 

Even  Australian  bero  Greg 
Blewett  looked  uncomfortable 
when  asked  to  analyze  the  match 
which  saw  an  Australian  XI  score  . 
crushing  victory.  i.- 

Set  a  stiff  376  from  78  overs,  the 
Australians,  led  by  Blewett  with  an 
an  beaten  213,  reached  their  unlike¬ 
ly  target  after  just  55.2  overs,  scor¬ 
ing  at  better  than  a  run  a  ball  at  the 
Bellerive  Oval. 

“At  least  their  bowlers  got  agood 
work  out,"  Blewett  said  uneasily. 

England’s  performance,  which 
was  variously  described  by  cricket 
writers  and  television  pundits  as 
“staggeringly  inept”  and  “the  most 
one-sided  passage  of  play  ever 
seen,"  left  Gooch  seething. 

“We  didn’t  do  anything  very 
well,"  the  tight-lipped  manager 
said  afterwards. 

“Mike  Atherton  decided  be 
wanted  a  game  and  that  is  fine—but 
obviously  the  declaration  was  t  m*t 
generous  as  it  tamed  out"  " 

Rather  than  the  declaration  being 
generous,  England's  lightweight 
attack  and  clumsy  fielding  gave  the 
Australians  this  unexpected  victo¬ 
ry. 

Atherton,  who  smashed  210  not 
out  in  England's  first  innings  of 
469-6  declared,  declared  his 
team's  second  innings  closed  at 
.  199-3  after  opener  Mark  Butcher 
had  reached  fcus  century  at  103. 

But  after  an  early  breakthrough 
when  Alex  Tudor  grabbed 
Matthew  Elliott’s  wicket  for  just 
eight  runs,  it  was  all  one-way  traf¬ 
fic.  ... 

South  Africa  A-  West  Indies 

Bad  light  condemned  the  four- 
day  tour  march  between  Souths 
Africa  A  and  the  West  Indies  to 
dull  draw  in  Pietermaritzburg. 

Umpires  made  the  offer  of  light 
to  Hoyd  Reifer  and  Junior  Murray 
two  balls  after  the  tea  intervaland 
the  West  Indians  accepted  it  to  put 
augend  to -a  .match  which,  was 
essentially  tWer  as  a  contest' wfien 
bad  fight  and  rain  reduced  the  first 
two  days’  play  to  83  overs  in  total. 


Fly  TLV-Toronto/M  ontreal  and  get 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  LAS  VEGAS,  HOUSTON,  ATLANTA, 
ST  LOUIS,  KANSAS  CITY,  SAN  JOSE  FREE*! 
_ See  your  travel  agent  for  details. _ 
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GREENS¬ 
BORO,  North 
Carolina  (AP) 
-  Jason 
Woolley  had 
a  goal  and 
two  assists 
and  Do  mi  oik 
Hasek  made  19  saves  to  lead  the 
Buffalo  Sabres  to  a  4-1  win  over 
the  Carolina  Hurricanes  on 
Monday  night. 

Miroslav  Saran  and  Michael 
Peca  also  scored  for  the  Sabres, 
who  won  for  the  eighth  time  in 
their  last  10  games. 

Robert  Kron  scored  for 
Carolina,  which  lost  for  only  the 
second  time  in  its  last  eight  home 
games.  Trevor  Kidd  made  29  saves 
after  making  38  in  the  Hurricanes’ 
3-2  win  at  Buffalo  on  Saturday. 

Buffalo  improved  to  14-0-0 
when  leading  after  two  periods  as 
Hasek  earned  his  league-best  17th 
win. 

Canadieus  2,  Stars  2 

Darryl  Sydor's  goal  at  13:54  of 
the  third  period  lifted  the  visiting 
Dallas  Stars  into  a  tie  as  the 
Canadiens  equalled  a  50-year-old 
team  winless  mark. 

The  Canadiens  remained  win¬ 
less  in  December  at  0-5-5  - 
equalling  the  club's  10-game  win- 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 

Atlantic  Division 


Tteiwpa  Bay  1  1  0—2 

Boston  0  1  2—3 

First  Period— 1,  Tampa  Bay.  Janrtoy  4  (Cross. 
LacawUteri,  Ml  (pp).  Second  Period-2, 
Boston,  McLaren  8  (AEson,  Heinzs),  5M0.  3, 
Tampa  Bay.  Lacavafler  5  (McBabi).  10:12.  Third 
RBriod—4,  Boston,  McLaren  4  (Bourque,  AJTqotL 
fcTI  (pp).  S.  Boston,  Gfl  2  (Khrfetich.  AlfsoryA 
1128.  Snots  on  goal— Tampa  Bay  12-88— ®v 
Boston  5-11-18 — 34.  Goalie*— Tampa 
Ranfdrd.  Boston,  Tafets.  A— M  228. 

OaOn  011  0— a 

Montreal  0  2  0  0—2 

First  Period— None.  Second  Period— i, 
Montreal,  Brunt  10  (Quirtal,  Malakhov).  8:35. 2, 
Montreal.  ftxAn  4  (Riven,  11:21. 3.  Dallas,  Zubov 
4  (Modano),  tWO.  Third  Period— 4,  DaBas. 
Svdor  9.  1354.  Overtbna— Nona  State  an 

8-16-11-1—37.  Montreal  IO-tl-6- 
-  —  -  Goafes— Dallas,  BaJTour.  Montreal, 
HacketL  A— 20562. 

BuHMo  2  1  1—4 

Carolina  1  o  o _ 1 

Ffcst  Period— 1.  Buffalo,  Satan  8  (WdoDoy 
Mrn  (pp).  2.  Camfina,  Kron  5  (Pnra 
Preneau),  1625.  3.  Buftato.  Peca  8  fWoottoy 
ri.  1KB  (pp).  Second  Period-4,  a® 
W«*toY_3  Pterd,  tonaby),  a02.  ThW  PWSod- 
5,  Buflak^Satan  9  fBrovmi,  I9r38  (en).  Stats  on 
gpnl-Buttalo  1M5-7-83.  CeroSna  7-4-9-20 
Soatas-euftato,  Hasek.  Carolina,  Wdd.  A- 


SHOOTTNG  STAR  -  Dallas’s  Grant  Marshall  tries  a  wrap¬ 
around  shot  on  Canadiens*  goal  tender  Jeff  Hackett  (Reuters) 


Pittsburgh 

Toronto 


0—1 

1—7 


less  streak  from  the  1947-48  sea¬ 
son.  The  team  record  is  12  games 
without  a  win  set  in  1926  and 
equalled  in  1935. 

Sydor  beat  Jeff  Hackett  for  bis 
ninth  goal  as  the  Stars  -  first  over¬ 
all  in  the  NHL  with  a  19-5-6 
record  -  kept  alive  a  nine-game 
unbeaten  streak. 

Benoit  Brunet  and  Patrick 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 
Central  Division 
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Poulin  scored  in  the  second  for 
Montreal  (8-17-7)  before  Sergei 
Zubov  responded  with  only  30 
seconds  left  in  the  period. 

Bruins  3,  Lightning  2 
Kyle  McLaren  scored  twice  and 
Hal  Gill  had  the  tie-breaking  goal 
with  8:3 1  left  in  the  third  period  as 
the  host  Boston  Bruins  won. 

Boston  improved  to  8-1-2  at 
home  against  Tampa  Bay. 

Craig  Janney  and  Vincent 
Lecavalier  scored  for  the 
Lightning,  who  have  the  league’s 
worst  record  (8-21-3)  and  dropped 
their  15th  game  in  their  last  18. 

Rob  .Tafias,  making  his  first  start 
since  November  24  and  only  his 
sixth  this  season  for  Boston, 
stopped  24  shots.  Bill  Ranford 
made  31  saves  in  the  Tampa  Bay 
net. 

Maple  Leafs  7,  Penguins  1 
Mats  Sundin  scored  two  goals 
and  Alyn  McCauley  had  a  goal 
and  two  assists  as  host  Toronto 
won. 

The  Maple  Leafs,  who  lead  the 
NHL  with  105  goals,  have  scored 


Fire4  Parlod — 1 ,  Pfnsbureti.  Hreftia  3  miaui 

Second 
Eaklns), 

Kabariai 


irph. 


2*^  Sundin  ti  (Thomas,  Karpoviaov).  13^3! 
PwJ?*-4, Toronto. J.Sm&hi  (McCauley 
Toronto,  OKing  13  (MgCaute* 
Kabwle).  950  (pp).  6.  Toronto.  BereSTS 
(.  to^ 

rrwd  Period — B.  Toronto,  Buncfln  12  (Mocfin 

gatgasawaad^ 

Banassa  Shodra.  Toronto,  Joseph.  A— 15,728? 

Cohmclo  t  2  < a 

tatonta  1  t  o— a 

92?,b(!2l  Donovan  3  fc.Dnuy,  HekL 

'P®  last  t™0  g^es  wi 
McCauley  collecting  seven  poin 
during  that  span. 

Toronto  goaltender  Curt 
Joseph  made  30  saves  as  tt 
Maple  Leafs  were  outshot  31-27 
Mighty  Ducks 
Milan  Hejduk  scored  the  a 
ahead  goal  for  visiting  Colorac 
and  goaltender  Craig  Billingtc 
got  the  win  despite  playing  1© 
than  two  minutes  and  not  facin* 
shot  ° 


Thirty-nine  baseball  players  go  ‘free 


NEW  YORK  ( AP}  -  Outfielders  John  Mabiy, 
James  Mouton  and  Darren  Bragg  were  among 
39  players  who  became  free  agents  Monday 
when  their  teams  failed  to  offer  them  1999  con¬ 
tracts  by  the  tender  deadline. 

AH  players  on  40-man  rosters  must  be 
offered  contracts  by  the  December  20  deadline 
or  they  immediately  go  free. 

Meanwhile,  as  the  baseball’s  focus  began  to 
shift  from  free  agents  to  salary  arbitration,  the 
Toronto  Blue  Jays  agreed  to  a  $17  million, 


three-year  contract  with  Joey  Hamilton, 
obtained  from  the  San  Diego  Padres  during  the 
winter  meetings. 

“!  tried  over  the  last  couple  of  years  to  get 
something  done  with  San  Diego  and  they 
aren't  very  receptive."  Hamilton  said. 

“It’s  like  a  big  burden  lifted  off  my  back.  I 
think  being  able  to  come  here  and  get  a  fresh 
start  is  going  to  be  really  good  for  me." 

Texas  outfielder  Tom  Goodwin  agreed  to  a 
$3.25  million,  one-year  contract  and  Mike 


Simms,  another  Rangers  outfielder,  ae 
two-year  deal  worth  $1 ,725  000  ^ 

SSW^T  Buddy,  Gro°™  agree 
*830,000  one-year  deal  with  Oak  I 

right-hander  Gil  Heredia  agreed  to  a  i 
contract  w«h  the  Athletics 

??  aSents.  Baltimore  signe 
player  Rich  Amaral  to  a  two-year  com 

Eones 

ract,  and  San  Diego  signed  36-vearl 
baseman  Dave  Magadaiuo  a  ont-y^ 
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The  Jerusalem  Post  Wednesday,  December  23, 1998 


CRITICS’  CHOICE 


THEATER 

_ Helen  Kaye 

The  13th  Original  Play  Festival  gets 
underway  at  the  atmospheric  Simla 
Theater  in  Old  Jaffa.  The  plays  reflect 
the  often  harsh  reality  of  our  lives  here 
and  take  place  in  the  theater's  two 
spaces.  Free  events  start  nightly  at 
7:30  and  9:30.  On  the  mainstage 
tonight:  The  Postman  Already  Rang 
Twice  about  the  Americanization  of 
Israel;  tomorrow  it’s  Eastward 
( Mizraha )  about  the  iconization  of 
mourning.  Both  shows  at  8  and  10 
p.m.  In  the  upstairs  theater  tonight  at 
8:30  and  10:30:  Down  Town  about 
unemployment  and  love,  and  tomor¬ 
row  it's  Apple  Pie  al  8:30  p.m. 
(Hebrew) 

CLASSICAL  MUSIC 

Michael  Ajzenstadt 


Andras  Schiff  presents  masterclass¬ 
es  at  the  Tel  Aviv  University  today 
through  Friday  (dailv  10  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.).  ’  Moscu 

Choirs  from  India,  the  US,  Europe  Simta  1 
and  Israel  perform  tonight  at  8:30  at 
the  Sherover  Theater  in  Jerusalem  in  “The 
World  Sings  Jerusalem,”  a  special  choral 
evening  of  classical  and  international  folk 
music.  The  event  is  part  of  the  Liturgica 
Festival. 

The  Ra’anana  Symphonene  Orchestra  hosts 
the  highly  acclaimed  Highland  Park  Strings 
chamber  orchestra  from  Chicago  in  a  series  of 


Moscn  Alkalai  (center)  agonizes  in  ‘ Apple  Pie*  at  the 
Simta  Theater,  Jaffa. 


concerts.  The  visiting  musicians  perform  Bach's 
Third  Brandenburg  Concerto.  Barber's  Adagio 
for  Strings.  Mozart's  K.I36  Divertimento,  and 
Vivaldi's  The  Four  Seasons  with  Nitai  Zori,  the 
Symphonelte  eoncertmasier,  as  soloist.  Tonight 
at  the  new  theater  in  Givalayim  ai  8:30.  tomor¬ 
row  in  Ra'anana  at  6  and  9,  and  Saturday  at  the 
Enav  Center  in  Tel  Aviv  at  8:30. 


—  ‘  -•  -“r-tr 


- 

-'i  t 


■VOCE  OF  MUSIC 

&05  Mendelssohn:  Piano  Sonata  in 
G  minor  op  105;  Schumann:  Piano 
Concerto  op  54 

7:07  Glazunov:  Vkdn  Concerto  op 
82;  Brahms:  Quintet  no  1  op  88 
835  Gneff  Piano  Concerto; 
Kabalevsky;  Piano  Sonata  no  2  op 

9rt>5 Tcttefewsky:  Siring  Quartet  no 
1  op  n ;  Mendelssohn:  Coivelo  in  E 
far  2  Pianos  and  Orchestra: 
Beethoven:  Piano  Concerto  no  3  op 
37;  Haydn:  Symphony  no  88  (Vienna 
PO/Bemstem);  Brahms:  Symphony 
no2op73 

1230  Light  Classical  -  works  by 
Chopin  and  Tchatovsky 
1&00  Artist  of  the  Vttoek-  Rank 
Meg  (30tfk  arrherswy  of  his 
t  detail}.  Chopn  Variations  on  a 
•fJ-Thema  from  Don  Gkwanribjr 
f  Mozart  lor  fiano  aid  Orchestra  op 
2;  Petrast  Son^a  for  Harpsichord 
and  10  Instrunenb;  Couperin: 
Harpsichord  Suite  no  5 
14:06  Encore 

ISM  fta®.-  worts  by Vtadbnr 
,Lswflf(a1934)  .  > 

-J&00  Qirtxak:  Sttrej  Quartets  12  -l 
ffiF'Am0dcan‘’;Saiubait.F^a('O.,:|  . 
Sonda  in  G  op  78;  Beethoven:  VtoAn 1 
Concerto  op  61 

18.-00  Debussy:  La  fie  aux  cteweux 
da  Sc  Fauw  ScSenrw;  Chaminade: 


Pastorale;  Franck:  Song; 
Schumann;  Fanta&iestudc  op  73 
(Oistrakh  /  ZartiekwaJ;  Chopn 
Fantasy  in  F  minar  op  48 
(Rubinstein);  Spoilt:  Piano  Tm  in  E 
minor  qp  TI9;  Borodn;  String 
Quartet  no  1  in  A  major 
2035  Mozart  Wrid  Serenade  "Gran 
Partita’ K361;  Ravel:  Sonata  tor 
Violin  and  Plano;  Beethoven;  Sonata 
no  9  tor Vote  and  Plano  ’‘Kreufcet^: 
Ftouienc  La  \Wx  humane  -  lyric 
tragedy  to  1  act;  Schumann:  Trio  no 
1  op  63(Zakf  Piartaf  Hated) 

2330  Golden  Generation  -  Ernst 
Levy,  piano  /  test  program.  Liszt 
Sontaa  to  B  minor  (recorded  1956); 
Liszt  3  Pieces  from  Harmonies  poe- 
tiques«teCgleueaa(l956) 

■  RADIOWEST 

CNN  new  on  the  hour  tolowed  by 
RadoWEST  local  news 
■00  Morning  Drive  with  David 
Start*  (unti&OO) 

7rfS  Spors  Update 

&08  Lions  Trust  Finendal  Update 

SMO  Momtog  &uxh  with  Sharon 

.KJmTteari  to.Heatf  wthCbade 
Laflne  and  Dr.IbtriGm»Bi 
12KM  Financial  forum  vmi  Mika 


Memory  Lane  with  Rebecca 


14MJ  M  &  M's  Pick  Yi'Mk 
16d»  Afternoon  Drive  with  Mike 
Reims  (until  19:00) 

TM5  Sports  Update 

IMM  Lonely  Soul  in  Town  -  Dave 

Bender 

21:00  Gesnaf  presents  The  Greet 
Divide’ -  panel  discussion 
22:00  Wtel  RockUne  with  Mark 
Gaison 

IdJOlate  Nighl  Music 
■  BBC  WORLD  SERVICE 

6.D0  The  Worid  Today 

6  JO  insight 

8:45  Off  the  Shot  Christmastime  at 
tiie  End  of  the  Road 
7HX>  The  Worid  Today 

7  JO  Outlook 
755  Take  Five  B 
850  The  World  Today 

8  JO  Sports  international 
950  Worid  News 

9:15  Off  (he  Shelf.  Christmastime  at 
the  End  of  the  Road 
9J0  Marxian  (Live) 

1050  World  News 
10:10  Pbuse  Fbrlho ught  .  , 

10:15 Westway  ■■  T  • 

lOJQEuriiywditianli.i  , 

1150  Worid  News  :-< 

1155  World  Business  Report 
91:15  The  ftrmlng  World 
tl  JO  Britain  Now 
11:45  Sports  Roundup 


1250  Newsdesk 

1230  One  Planet 

1350  Newsdesk 

13  JO  Sports  International 

1450  Worid  News 

1455  World  Business  Report 

14:15  Britan  Today 

14J0  Global  wifite 

14:45  Sports  Roundup 

1550Newshour 

1650  World  News 

IB-55  Outlook 

W  JO  Megamix 

1750 World  News 

1755  Sports  Roundup 

17:15  Performance 

17:30  Evarywoman 

1850  Worid  News 

18:15  From  Our  Own  Correspondent 

1850  Insight 

18:45  Britain  Today 

1950  Europe  Today 

19J0  WBrid  Business  Report 

19:45  Sports  Romk^j 

2050  Newsdesk 

20J0  The  Wbria 

2150  News  Summary 

2151  Outlook 

21  JO  Pause  tar  Though! 

‘ZUO Muitltradc K-Press  • 

2SbOONor*shout..  ..  ••} 

2350  Worid  News 

2355  World  Biciness  Report 

23:15  Britain  Today 

2320  On  Screen 

0050  Newsdesk 


i  win 


ACROSS 

1  He  carried  out  reforms 
involving  beer  and  pet¬ 
rol  (6,4) 

9  A  way  the  old  can  show 
complaint  (4) 

10  Hunt  for  a  drink?  Just 
'  the  opposite  (7-3) 

11  Klaus  seen  going  round 
a  foreign  capital  (6) 

12  No  current  source  of 
light  (7) 

16  A  tug  in  a  storm  in  the 
West  Indies  (7) 

16  At  festive  occasions  a 
journalist  is  treated  (5) 

17  As  a  result  a  work  unit 
gains  nothing  (4) 

18  l  m  going  round  in  re¬ 
verse  in  car  (4) 

19  No  banker  would  credit 
it  (5) 


21  Colonist  gets  letters 
sent  out  (7) 

22  No  thug’s  broken  arm  (7) 
24  It  holds  wine  for  a 

service  in  church  (6) 

27  Red  Admiral  flutters  on 
the  football  field  (4,6) 

28  Bringer  of  love  and  life? 

<4>  .  .  t 

29  Sewer  join  takes  strain 

(10) 

DOWN 

2  Picks  a  spot  for  recrea- 
■  tion  (4) 

8. With  the  organ  study 
over,  got  paid  employ¬ 
ment  (6) 

4  Affected  with  slight  in¬ 
sanity  (7) 

5  Produce  a  work  of  art 
from  scratch  (4) 


■  ii- 


6  Country  boy  holds  a 
map  (7) 

7  Taking  another  per¬ 
son’s  life  in  one’s  hands 
(10) 

8  Compensation  required 
for  port  area  in  ruins 
(10) 

•  12  Tasty  dish,  or  picture  of 
one?  (10) 

13  The  late  shift?  (10) 

14  Straighten  robes,  like  a 
judge  (6) 

15  In  a  way  age  is  some 
protection  (5) 

19  Abandons  wastelands  (7) 

20  It  doesn’t  normally  con¬ 
tain  mother's  ruin  (7) 

23  One  who  cares  is  easily 
hurt  (6) 

25  Mountain  ash?  (4) 

26  A  failure  as  a  teacher  (4) 


SOLUTIONS 
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Quick  Solution 

1  Messy.  4  Alnwick,  8 
‘  -  10  Sabo,  11 

.  15  Design,  17 
Tluvad.  20  Thou.  29  Glencoe,  24 
28  Altar,  27  Throw 
Terrier.  29  ' 


ft# 


Graft,  23  Corgi,  25 


QUICK  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1  Gyrated  (7) 

5  Roman  harvest 
goddess  (5) 

8  Aspect  (5) 

9  Titular  (7) 

10  Clothing  (7) 

11  Fat  (5) 

12  Cut  teeth  (6) 

14  Thoroughfare  (6) 

17  Different  (5) 

19  Daydream  (7) 

22  Vexing  (7) 

23  Female  relative 

(5) 

24Step  (5) 

25  Restricted  (7) 


DOWN 

1  Thin  biscuit  (5) 

2  Slope  (7) 

3  Supple  (5) 

4  Indicate  (6) 

5  Console  (7) 

6  Scope  (5) 

7  Prominent  (7) 

12  Idea  (7) 

13  Hastened  (7) 

15  Serious  (7) 

16  Economical  (6) 
18  Bisect  (5) 

20  Poison  (5) 

21  Edit  (5) 


WHAT’S  ON 


■  CHANNEL  1  (11) 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 

630  News  flash 

631  News  to  Arabic 
&45  Good  Morning  Israel 

■  EDUCATIONAL  TV 

850  OnentaJ  States 
830  Family  Atoum 
950  Guitar  ter  Beginners 
930  Commuracatm  The 
Human  imperative 
1050  For  the  very  yawn 
11:00  Mattamafcs 
1250  Zebu  Zeh 
1250  Sciences 
1330  Hannftj  Room 


15SS  Ham's  Room 

■  CHANNa.1(11) 

1630  Hoppa  Hey 
1859  A  New  Evening 
17 35  Matted  Places 
WrtS  News  in  English 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 
1BJ0  Famty  Matters 
1950  News  in  Arabic 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS 

7930  The  Simpsons  -  the 

mudHuded  cartoon  MV 

rebnns  tor  e  new  season 
2030  News 
20M0  Nmrhere  Man 
2150  News 
21:30  One  on  One 
2256  Fragfle  Heart -new 
three-part  British  drama 
starring  MgBi  Hawthorne 
about  a  Charismatic  sur¬ 
geon  who  (tads  Nmse# 
cbaBengedbyapatoU 
moral  ewakenng  which 
threatens  to  upset  the  pat¬ 
tern  oi  he  whole  fife 
2350  Good  Luck -weekly 
chet  show  hasted  by  Ehua 
Manor  about  success  sto¬ 
nes 

2330  News 
0050  Verse  ot  the  Day 

■  CHANNEL  2  (22) 

5:45  Today's  programs 
5:55  Song  oi  the  Day 
650  Rupert  Bear 
SJOChocoTet-Ad 
&43  Coffee  Tei-Ad 
950  Third  Time 
955  StorytEflers"  Festival 
10:45  Thirty  Something 
11^45  Promised  Land 
1230  Amazing  Stones 
1350  News  to  Our  Eyes 
1330  Ghostwriter 
1450  Home  and  Away 
1430  Tick  Tack 
1550  Disney  Tme 
1650 The  Bold  and  the 
BeaufflU 

1650  Street  Comer 
1750  Five  with  Gad 
Sukanh 

Argentina  -  live  broadcast 

2030  Ramtt  AwW  Qninel 
21:15  Fact  with  Bana  Dayan 
2255  Avraham  and  Vb'acov 
2335  Short  etMkfttiQht 
0050  News 
0055 The  X-Rtes 
1:00  M*A*S*H 
1  JO  Christmas  Mass 
230  Song  for  the  Day 

■  JORDAN  TV  (31) 
(uncoftormed) 

1550  Ho^r  Kirari  '  ' 
i  "Brio Teddy  9«  Bear 
1530  Beyond  the  Galaxy  ■■ 
1850  Ranch  program 
1830  Crystal  Maze 
T750  Subways 
1850  Bugby  Spirit 
'O50LeJbunal 
19:15  French  series 
1930  News  HeadSnes 
1935  Keep  Quiet 
2050  From  Our  Special 
Reporter 


20J0KimgRi 
21:15  Sdenca  end 
Technology 

21 30  Faces  and  Plaoes 

2250  Nows  in  English 
2230  Ctticago  Hope 
23:15  Ratal  Bug 
0050  Hit  PtoadB 

■  MIDDLE  EASTTV 

^NtoLrmed) 

750  Keeping  Fit 
73Q7DOOub 
850  TV  Shopping 
«50  Beethoven 
1530  The  White  Fang 
1650  Woody  Woodpecker 
1750  700  Ck* 

1730  Arabic  Wbrtd  News 
1850  CNN  Worid  0* 
Entertstoment 
1830  Coach 
i950VKseguy 
20:00  Poitoeman 
2050  Engtish  League 
Soccer 

2350  Late  Show  wflh 
David  Letterman 
2335  OW  Wbrtd  at 
Entertatomert 
0050  TV  Shopping 
250  700  Club 


■  ]TV3(33) 

.  1850  Animation 
'  1630  Dictator 
1730  Panorana 
1850 Lite  Goes  On- 
Egypban  series  (AratBc) 
19:00  News  to  Arabic 
2050  Doctors  Talk 
2030  Is  It  Legal? 

2150  News 
21 30  Scent  of  Mnt 
2350  Cruises  to  a  World  d 
Dscovsry 

■  ETV  2  (23) 

1530  Geometry 
1650  Fairy  Ifeles 
1750  Short  Story  Festival 
17:40  Color  Garden 
1850  Pique  Niqus 
1830  Cooking  with  Capriei 
1950  OnertaT  States 
1930  Vis-a-Vis 
2050  New  Evantog 
2030  Tastes 
2035  UJtte  &g  Coutry 
2150  See  Maces  Home  - 
docunentary  about  sbe 
homeless  New  Vbrtcers  who 
compcse  songs  based  on 
ther  experiences  of  dug 
abusaandvioience- 
scroened  os  part  of  the 
Fight  Against  Drugs  Week 
2250  In  the  Heat  of  the 
Night 

22:45  And  Baby  Makes 
Three  -  docurrentary  about 
a  couple  of  dug  aerfets 
expecting  their  first  chid, 
and  their  attempt  to  break 
the  habit 

■  CHANNEL3 

750  Good  Evening  with 

Guy  Pines  (ipQ 

730  Love  Story  wih  Yossi 

Siyas(rpq 

850  Celeste 

950  One  Us  to  Live  (ipt) 

9^5  The  \bung  and  the 

Restless  (rpt) 

1030  Days  of  Our  Lives 
H:t5  Angels  Don't  Cry  (rpt) 
1250  Bemaby  Jones 
12^15  Daflas 
13 30  Newsradio 
1450  Bewtehed 
1435 1  Dream  of  Jeanne 
1430  Days  of  Ou  Lives 
1535  Judge  Judy 
.1650 AngebOorit Cry  "  • 
1&45  One  Lite  to  Live  • 
1730fias»r  r> 

‘  1850  Good  Eventogwflfi 
Guy  Pines 

1830  Local  Broadcast 
1950  The  Vbuig  and  the 
Restless 

19:40  Melrose  Place 
2035  La  Femme  Nkfta . 
21.-10  Mad  About  \tau 
2135  Verancal5  Closet 
2250  \UrLapkJ  Live  atlO 


2230  Setofaid  (rpt) 

23toORi(*iL8ha(tpQ 

23:45  Good  E'*nmg  wah 

Guy  Pines  (ml)  WjUMmS  £ 

00:15  Ltwy  Szradara  Show  mwk'~M£rv 

OOsttSiticStelkHlgs 

135  North  oi  60  JHIbh 

■  MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4)  ^ 

1130  An  Bement  of  Truth  e 

(1995)  -  a  beeunM  young 

cor  artist  tries  to  pwlcfi  a 

sting  operation  to  an  invest-  2K0Q  N 

mart  brokerage  firm  but  M 

Ends  herself  a  pawn  in  a  " 

greater gam&VWi Donna  •  ‘  '•  M 

2&30. 

13«  Men  of  Chance 

(19321 -melodrama about  ' 

gariwig  and  low  at  (he 

racetracks.  With  FBcaido  2]mn  m, 

Cortez.  Mary  Astor  and  ’ 

JchnVteStey 
14:15  Missfog  Parents 

whose  parens  dedda  to 
leave  ham 

1450  Time  Wbriiors  5:  www  c. 

Journey  to  the  Magic  Fr 

Cawm  (196S) -to  Itis  fiffli  Hi 

adventure.  Josh  betas  the 
mushroom  people  figrt  off  a  ^ 

monster  and baffloe  flout  CK&i 

with  hfs  nemesis.  Dr. 

Zoetrope 

1630  Leave  of  Absence  »«. 

E-astaidafidhapa-  23a»  & 

ad  architect  finds 
faffing  to  love  with  L^^^_ 

on  attractive  rival.  WHh 
Brian  Oermeriy.  Jacquekne 
B^eLBfythe  Danner  and  T730Rpper 
Bergen  t&IOTheMagn 

1850  New  to  the  Cinema  1830 The  One 

Last  Resort  (1986)-  Stev 
seven  dainquents  are  sent  a50Moertia- 
toasunmalcouseinthe 


:  ■ 

The 

Fwnlly 

Decisive 

Simpsons 

Mafeose 

Matters 

Weapons 

Place 

Sunstroke  Married  with 

News 

News 

Children 

Future 

Nowhere 

Quest 

Man 

La  Femme 

Fresh 

Ramat  Avhr 

Ntktta 

Prince  cA 

The  Next 

Gbmnel 

Bel  Ah- 

Step 

Full  House 

News 

Stephen 

Fbct  with 

Mad  About 

Sentinel  Party  of 

Hawking's 

tiara  dayan 

You 

Five 

Universe 

One  m  One 

Vbronlcata 

Closet 

Aeroplane 

Fragile 

Avraham 

YblrLapid 

Red  Steel 

Dance 

Heart 

I  andYa’acov 

Live  at  10 

As  Is 

SebiMd 

LHe  in  the 

Good  Luck 

RWdLafe e 

WBd 

■  STAR  VTORLD  (18/15) 


21 30  Searching  tor  They  See  It 

Extraterrestrials  1438  Business  Unjsuai 

2250  Cten  of  cia  CrocotBa  15:15  News  and  Etoetoess 
-saftwater  crococfles  to  Asia 


650  The  Pretender  -saftwatercrococBi 

aora.ijc— uwanoewm  iftoo  Moesha  -  reruns  750  Qprah  Wtofray  Show  PSpua  New  Guinea 

to  a  survival  course  in  toe  i930Femly  Matters  850  Santa Baibara  2230  Give  Sharis  a 

wfldemess  where  tiny  teem  ifcss  Married  with  Children  950  The  Bold  and  the  Chance -to  the  Greta 

2030  The  Fresh  Prince  of  Beautiful  Barrier  Reel 

^toatXBhip.  Wiflipaan  Bel  Air  93Q  SwiSfy  Seasoned  2350  Tto  Power  oiWtaE 

Stadwrf.JstinWaftar  2tb45  Fid  House  1050  Sncwy  River,  The  0050  Red  Sea  Rat -coe 

21  rtO  Party  otFivB  McGregor  Saga  reefs  in  on1  region 

^&tostrotafttebrrai  1150^Sd(  Harrah  Animal  150  tetands  h  the  Sky- 


2230  Give  Sharis  a 
Chance -to  the  Greta 
BarrierReef 


Stodoml.  Justin  WbfliBr 
and  Sefoy  Leper 
1950  Sunstroke  (Hebrew 
19B4) -four  frimds' last 
days  of  freedom  before 
entitatog  to  the  amw  With 
Anal  Atzmon  and Vlival 


K30  Showbiz  Today 
1730  Worid  Sport 
1830  Style! 

1950  Laity  King  Live  (rpt) 


235QTha  Power  of  Water  2&4S  American  Edtion 
0050  Red  Sea  R»- coral  21 30  Work!  Business 
reefs  in  on1  region  Today 


21:10  Sentinel 
2250  Red  Seel 


1150  Sad/.  Hannah  Animal  150  Islands  h  the  Sky-  2230  Q&A  with  Ftiz  Khai 
■  SECOND  SHOWMG  (6)  Adventures  the  search  for  the  elusive  2350  News  Europe 

11 30  Smati  Wonder  bfadk  tree  kangaroo  of  23:30  Insight 

2250  As  Is  (19851  -portrait  1250  The  Brittas  Empire  Papua  New  Guinea  0050  Worid  Business 

ot  a  homosexual  couple  to  1230  Worid  News  250  Rocky  Mountain  Tbday 

New  Msrk  and  how  AIDS  1350  Asto  News  &  Worid  Beaver  Pond  -  ati  about  the  0030  Worid  Sport 

affects  them  and  their  loved  Business  Report  beaver  150  Worid  View 


aow  HegtaBeiyuftjai-i  ones.  Based  on  a  play  by  1330  Home  toprovamert 
federal  agent  fracks  toe  WKamM.Hofimai.WBh  1450  Space  Istend  One 

murderer  taa  fatiow  agent  Robert  Canatine  1550  CB.  the  New 

amL siHftates  tin  tMa.  23*5  ifeuve  Couderc  Profesaomite 

Wto  Janes  Itvnn  and  David  (French.  W71. 65  ntes)-  1650  Mwfer  Call 

adaptation  of  Georges  1750  The  Bold  and  flie 

aJO  First  Ught  (1995)  -  a  Stinenorfs  now!  A  proud  Beautiful 

topmtach  commando  is  widow  to  the  iS3Qs  country-  T730  Home  Improvement 
sUehkMayouxjmanto  1850  Space  Island  One 

W  "  a  CIA  chwf  from  the  hefo  on  her  farm.  With  1950  05,  the  New 


beaver 

230  Zonman  and  the 
Ctumorantte  Egg -cor¬ 
morant  fishing  to  China 

■  BSC  WORLD  (13(14) 

News  on  the  hour 
630  USA  Direct  (rpt) 


150  World  View 
130  Moneyfne  Nawshour 
230  Showbiz  Tbcty 

■  SKY  NEWS  (W«) 

News  on  the  hour 

630  CSS  Everting  News 


730  Worid  Review  TIB  (rpt)  730  Specfcti  Report 


2050  Mirier  Cal 


■  CHANNELS 


2230  The  Bold  and 
Beautiful 


(rpt)  2350  The  Wonder  Wets  tire  Ktaadu,  part  2 


dutches  of  a  Wdtfle  StoioneSfcnoretandAteto  Protesatonals 
E^taritaTOBlo^tiza-  Deton  2D50MuderCal 

boa  With  wtfael  Part,  2150  Home  Improveme 

Jams  Lee.  Un  GavneL  ■  CHANNEL 8  2130Newhart 

Amos  Law  and  Sasson  2250  The  Mm  Enro* 

650  open  Untoentyfrpb  2i30  The  Bold  and  fie 
1:10  Almost  Dead  (1994)  -  from  TL»Sd»ta  2^01  Beautiful 

850  ktertrats  Divktecl  (ipt)  2350  The  Wonder  Wan 
Ihtokstaterrwbegoirig  830  Beyond  2000  (rpt)  2330  Mr.  Belvedere 
mad  when  she  seems  to,  950  The  Dying  Room  0050  Aerobics  Oz  Style 
meet  her  dead  mother.  With  950  Puccini:  Madame  0030  World  News 

P’ESSKW  ss&sga  IScScZT 

94  A  msn-“5CW-  Padic  250  Jack  Hannah  Artim 

OTtotowtmanmidBrit  1250  Lfe  in  tire  WW  (rot)  Adventure 

tital  hehadtofrnaly  beena  1355  Decisive  Weapons  230  The  Brittas  Empire 

martial  artist  and  that  hs  13^  puttee  Quest  Alto 

mam^  had  bean  erased.  ffieGlobfll  Rmtite(rpt)  ■  NATIONAL 

With  Brian  Boararth  1450  The  NoaSteptrpO  ffiOGRAPHJC  tW) 

_  1435  Steftoen  Hawking’s 

■  CHLDREN  (6)  UrtivarsB,  part  5  (rpt}  650  Vfalga:  Sod  ot  Russ 

_ _ 1535  Sleep  Disonters  730  CNBC 


830  Hofiday  (ipt) 

930  Hard  Tai  (rpt) 
1030  Worid  Review  *96 


2150  Home  Improvement  1130  Hard  Talk  (rpt) 
2130Newban  1230  The  Big  Catch 

2250  The  Brittas  Emote  Perch  (rpO 


850  Sunrise 
1330  Sky  World  News 
*30  Question  Tune  Prime 
Minister 


1230  The  BfgCfllcfcNle  1830  Sky  WWW  News 
Perch  (rpl)  1950  lireal  Fire 

050  The  Worid  Today  2130Sportfine 

1430  Wild  Worid: 


2330  Mr.  Belvedere 
0050  Aerobics  Oz  Style 
0030  World  News 
150  Home  ImpicNemant 
1 30  Candto  Camera 


1550  World  News  and 


1530  The  Worid  Today 
1830  The  Net  (rpl) 
1730  Hard  TaN 


With  Bnan  Bcsworth 
■  CHLDREN  (6) 


S2S2,on?  ^  16:10 Cousteau: Dani 

855  Sxnba,  Jungle  Ktog  1750  Open  Urtiveraity: 

BJOaiofkB  Sales  Llanagemant 

IMOOpenlWversity: 


l&IO  Cousteau  Danube  III  1350  Australia^  Animal 
1750  Open  jjrtivercfly:  Mysteries  (rpt) 

Sales  Management  1450  Owls,  Kestrels  and 


250  Jack  Hannah  Animal  1&30  Mastermind  Inttia 

Adventure  1930  Hofiday  (rpt) 

230  The  Brittas  Empire  2050  The  Worid  Today 

2130  Hard  Ta*  (rpl) 

■  NATIONAL  2230  Worid  Review  *96 

GEOGRAPHIC  t»)  2355  World  News  and 

Btainess  Report 
650  Vote:  Sod  of  Russia  2330  Top  Gear 

750  cafe  00:10  Europe  Drect 


130  World  Business  Report  2050 


2130Spartiie 
2230  Sky  Business 
Report 

2330  Sky  World  News 
0050  Prime  Time 
230  C8S  Evening  News 

■  CHANNEL  5  (05) 

830  Bodes  to  Motion 
1650  Bodes  to  Motion 
*30  Coflege  Basketed 
17:45  German  League 
Soccer 

1830  National  League 
Soccer 

*30  Sports  Nem 


930  The  Smurfs 
1055  Nto|a  Turtles 
1035  Superman 
1035  Rater  (tan  and  tie 

Pif3f06 

1135  Neds  Newt  -  • 
,1250  Bandana  Brenda 
1230  Plgasso^  Ptee 
1235  I«b  Hctigereen 
1335  State,  JungeKtot 
1455  The  Lfflte  Bfls 
1430  Arthur 
1555  The  Smurfs 
1530  taja  Turtles 
1655  Superman 
1035  Peter  Pan  and  toe 
Kates 

1755  Cow  and  CNcfcsn 


Roads  (ipQ 


Champions  Soccer 
2250  French  League 
Soccer 


Drama,  Play,  Performance  1430  Wolverines  and  Oi  ■  CNN  NTERNAJ10NAL  2330Vbleybal 


1950  Lite  in  the  Wild  1550  Stratostear  (ml)  (12) 

1930  DeasNe  Weapons  1530  Race  tor  toe  PaSo 
2050  Futuna  Quest  Motion  1&00  Tribal  Warriors:  News  through  JhQ  day 

Control,  .  .  Amazon  Warrior  (ipf)  fiats  Amfy^fiybn  . 

2030  The  NeXTStep  1750  Sscreteoflhe  Snow^ ‘tBSO' 

2M»Stephen Hawking^-' -Geese (rat)-  •  -  1  7ri6 CNNUiB«o/rtr^ 

Urtiverea  part  6  '  1850  Volga:  Soli  of  Russia  730  Instet  -  • 

21 50 Aeroplane  Dance -a  1950  Australa’s Animal  650 C3W This Momtag 

bomber  exploded  orer  New  Mysteries  (ipri  830  Mormfra  (rot) 

Guinea  in  1941  and  affect-  2050  Rocky  Mountain  950  CNN  Thfe  Meriting 

ed  local  trfcee  Beaver  Pond  930  Wbrtd  Sports 

2250  Life  In  the  Wtid  2030 Zonman  and  the  1050  CNN  This  Momta; 

2330  Open  Uftireniy:  Cormorant's  Egg -cor-  1 030  Showte:  Today 

Holywood  Stuntmakera;  morant  fishing  on  China^  1150  Larry  Ktog  (rpt) 

Karel  Appet  Government  lakes  and  rivers  1230  World  Sport 

By  Consent;  Urararee.  2150  R^it  Across  toe  1330  American  Edtion 

Iravtite  Rontlera  Mtorid  avetion  tationadoe  1355  Wbrtd  Report  As 


■  BJROSPOHTtEne) 

930  Xtrem.  Sports,  (rot)  ., 
•1t30O»Silc1Gtimfed,'/’ 


ed  local  tiiies 

2250  Life  In  the  Wad 
2330  Open  Urtiveitaiy: 
Holywood  StuitmakHs; 


830  Montwine  (rpt) 
950  CNN  This  Moating 
930  Wbrtd  Sports 


1350  World  Q^iLdgends 
1450 Truck  Spoils 
1550  Strongssf  Man 
1650  WbridCktii  Cup  (rp() 
1850  &xno 
1950  Karting 


1050  CNN  This  Morning  2050  Stock  Car 


1030  Showbiz 


Karel  Appel;  Govemmert  lakes  and  rivers 

By  Consent;  Uraverse.  21 50  Fight  Across  the 

Write  FronOere  Wbrtd  avratkm  takaona 


I  Larry  Ktog  (1 
I  Wbrtd  Sport 


2150  Lire  Dens 
2350  Boxing 
0050  Strongest  Man 
150  Soccer-  Worid  Cbp 


MOVIES 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE  The  Big  Chill  5  •  I  Hired 
A  Contract  Kilter  7  •The  King  of  Masks  9  • 
Rock  Cinema;  Bruce  Springsteen  9:30 
G.GL  GIL  Jerusalem  Man  (Malha)  * 
6788448  Ronln  4:45,  7:15,  10  •  Small 
Sokfiere  4:45,  7:15  •  The  Negotiator  430, 
7:15,  10 -The  Big  Lebowskfi  10  •  ANTZ 
4:45,  7:15, 10  •  Swing  Private  Ryan  6. 930 
•  Grease  4:45  •  The  Truman  Show  4.-45, 
7:15,  10  •  SOding  Doors  7:15.  10  •  Paufie 
11:30  a  jh.,  2.  4:45  JERUSALEM  THE¬ 
ATER  Washington  Square  7  •  Character 
(Dutch,  Hebrew  supfitfes)  9:30  RAV  CHEN 
1-7  w  6792799  Credit  Card  Reservations 
«  6794477  Rav-Mecher  Building,  19 
Ha'oman  St.  Talptol  Roundara  5.  7:15,  9:45 


-  LHe  re  Beautiful^Snake  EyeswNext  Stop 
Wonderland  5,  730.  9:45  ■  Ever  After  5. 
730  •  MEVASSERET  ZION  G.G.  GIL 
»  5700888  The  Truman  Show?:l5,  10  • 
Saving  Private  Ryan  9:30  •  Parent  Trap  4:45 
•  Mutan  (Hebrew  dialogue)  4:45,  7:15 
SMAOAR  5618168  Glria  Evening  5, 730, 
10 

TEL  AVIV 

DtZENGOFF  Sliding  Doors  11  a.m„  1, 
3:15,  5:30,  7:45,  10  ‘Washington  Square 
11  sum.,  1,  3:15,  530,  7:45, 10  *  Character 
(Dutch.  Hebrew  subtitles)  Tl  a.m..  1,  3:15, 
5:30.  7:45,  10  GAT  *6967868  Ufa  is 
Beautiful  230.  5,  7:30.  9:45  GLOBUS 
*6081130/1  RonbkoThe  Negotiator  11 30 
ajn.,  2,  5,  730.  10  ■  ANT2£»The  Truman 
Show  11:30  a.m.,  2.  5,  730.  10  •  Small 
Soldiers  11:30  a.m.,  2,  5,  730  •  The  Big 
LebowaU  7:30, 10  •  Saving  Private  Ryan 
11:30  a.m.,  230.  6,  930  •  Grease  11:30 
a-m^.  5 'Paulk  11:30  a.m..  2. 5  G.G. 
HOD  1-4  *  5226220  Hod  Passage,  101 
Dlzencoff  Sl  Ronln  5,  7:30,  10  ■  The  Big 
Lebowski  5,  7:30. '  10  •  Saving  Private 
Ryan  6.  9:30  •The  Perfect  Murder  5,  7:30, 
10  LEV  *5288288  Girls’ Evening 

Tl  a.m„  1:45, 5. 7:45, 9:45  ■The  Dream  Lire 
ot  Angels  11  a.m.,  130.  4:45,  7:30.  10  • 
Hane-Bl  11:15  a-m..  2, 5, 730.  9:45  •  Street 
Hereafter  12,  10  ■  Night  Train  7:30  • 
Superfaoy  1:30  a.m..  5  LEV  AVIV 
*6417148  Girts  Evening  5,  7:30. 10  "The 
Dream  Lite  of  Angels  5,  730, 10  ■  Nights 
of  Cablrte  9:30  •  Sweet  Hereafter  10  • 
Hana-Bi  5,  7:30,  9:45  •  A  Price  Above 
Rubies  5,  7:30  -  A  Polish  Bride  730  • 
Superbay  5  LIMOR  *6968084  Shall 
We  Dance  5:30  •  Armageddon  1, 7:30  ■  As 
Good  As  It  Gets  9:45  •  Uutan  (Hebrew  dia¬ 
logue)  11:30  a.m.,  4  G.G.  PE'ER 
*5442141  ANTZ  5,  7:30,  10  ‘The  Tyumen 
Show  5.  730.  10  •  The  Negotiator  430, 
7:15,  10  •  Saving  Private  Ryan  6,  930  • 
The  Gingerbread  Man  5,  730. 10  RAV- 
CHEN  *  5282288  Dizengoff  Circle 
Rounders  2:30.  5.  7:30,  9:45  •  Studio 
54»Snske  Eyes»Hallowaen:  H20  2:30,  5, 
7:30,  9:45  ■  Ever  After  2:30. 5,  730,  9:45  • 
Holy  Man  2:30. 5. 730.  9:45  RAV-OR  1-5 
*  5102674  Opera  House  There's 


“®  Telegraph  Group  Limited,  London  1998* 


Wondanandc'  Tango  5,  7:30,  9:45  •  u 

Cictone  5,  7:30  TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM 

Claire  Dolan  5, 8, 10 

HAIFA 

CINEMA  CAFE  AMAMI  *8325755  King 
of  Masks  7:15  •  The  Perfect  Murder  9:30  > 
The  Big  Lebowski  7:15,  930  CINE¬ 
MATHEQUE  *8383424  CameTremiila  7- 
Hamlet  Goes  Business  9:30  MORIAH 
*8242477  Washington  Square  7:15,  930 
ORI  *8500056  RonJn  4:45.  7:15.  10  • 
ANTZ  4:45, 7:15, 10  •  Small  Soldiers  4:45, 
7:15.  10  'The  Negotiator  4;3Q,  7:15,  ID  ■ 
The  Truman  Shore  4:45, 7:15, 10  •  Saving 
Private  Ryan  6, 930  •  Sliding  Doors  7:15, 
10  *  Paufie  (Hebrew  tfiaiogueJ  4:45 
PANORAMA  *8382020  The  Negotiator 
4:15,  7,  930  *  Character  (Dutch,  Hebrew 
subfiles  J  4:30, 7:15, 9;3Q  •  Sliding  Doom  7, 


9:30  •  Small  Soldiers  11  a.m„  430, 7  •The 
Borrowera-Paulie  (Hebrew  dialogue)  tl 
a.m.  RAV-CHEN  *8500055  Holy 
Men -.There's  Something  About  Mary 
4:45,  7:15,  9:30  •  Wrongfully  Accused  5. 
7:15,  930  •  Halloween:  HOT  5,  7:15,  930  • 
Studio  54  5, 7:15. 930  RAV-GAT 1-2  * 
8674311  Rounders  7.  9:30  ■  Snake  Eyes 
7:15,930  RAV-MOR  1-7  *8416898 

Rounders  4:45.  7,  9:30  •  Lite  b  Beautiful 
4:45,  7,  9:30  •  Snake  Eyes  5,  7:15,  9:30  • 
Studio  54  7:15.  9:30  •  Holy  Man  430.  7. 
9:30  •  There's  Something  About  Mary 
4:30.  7,  930  •  Ever  After  4:30,  7,  930  • 
RAV-OR  1-3  *  8246553  Next  Stop 

Wonderland  5, 7:15, 930  •  LHe  te  Beautiful 
4:45. 7. 9:30  •  Ever  After  F4:45,  7,  930 

afiIlA 

RAV  CHEN  Hofy  Man  7.  9:15  •  There’s 
Something  About  Mary  7,  9:30  •  Saving 
Private  Ryan  6,  8:15 

ARAD 

STAR  *9950904  "There's  Something 
About  Mary  5,  730,  9:45  •  Ever  After  5, 
7:30  •  The  Truman  Show  5.  7:30,  9:45  - 
Snake  Eyes  9:45 
ARIEL 

Saving  Private  Ryan  9  •  Plppl 
UjrrsjBtocklng  (Hebrew  dialogue )  6 

G.G.  GIL  *  8647202  Ronln  5,  7:30,  10  • 
ANTZ  5,  7:30,  10  •  The  Negotiator  4:30, 
7:15, 10  •  Small  Soldiers  11:30  ajn.,  5.  7. 
7:15  ■  Saving  Private  Ryan  930  •  Sliding 
Doors  5. 7:30, 10  ORI  *8568073  Grease 
5,  730,  10  •  The  Truman  Show  5,  7:30,  10 
RAV  CHEN  *8661120  Rounders  5.  7:15, 
9:45  •  Ever  Aften»Hoty  Man^There's 
Something  About  Mary  5,  730, 9:45  •  Lite 
Is  Beautiful  5,  730.  9:45  -  Studio  54  5, 
7:30,  9:45 
ASHKELON 

G.G.  GIL  *  6729977  Ronln  5,  730, 10  - 
Small  Soldiers  5,  730  •  The  Negotiator 
4:30.  7:15,  10  •  ANTZ  5,  7:30,  10  •  The 
Tinman  Show  10  •  Sliding  Doors  5,  7:30, 
10  HAV  CHEN  *6711221  Rounders  5, 
7:15,  9:45  *  Holy  Han  9:45  •  Thera's 
Something  About  Mary  5,  730,  9:45  ■ 
Studio  54  7:30,  9:45  •  Lite  te  Beutiful  5, 
7:30,  9:45  •  Ever  After  5, 730 
BAf  YAM 

RAV  CHEN  *5531077  Rounders  5.  7:15, 
9:45  «  Ronln  5.  7:15,  9:45  •  ANTZ  5  *The 
Negotiator  4:15,  7,  9:45  •  There's 
Something  AboulHary  5, 730, 9:45  •  Holy 
Man  9.45  •  Snake  Eyas  9:45  •  Studio  54 
730,  9:45  •  Small  Sokffere«£ver  After  5, 
730 _ 

BEERSHEBA  . 

G.G.  ORI  *6103111  Ronln  5,  7:30.  10  • 
Small  Soldiats  5  •  ANTZ  F5,  7:30,  10  - 
SBding  Doors  7:30,  10  •  The  Negotiator 
430,  7:15.  10  RAV- NEGEV  1-4 

*6235278  Rounders  5,  7:30,  9:45  •  Holy 
Man  9:45  •  Ever  After  5,  730  •  There's 
Something  About  Mary  5,  730, 9:45  •  Lite 
te  Beautiful  5. 730, 9:45 
EILAT 

EILAT  CINEMA  Ever  AfteMtoty  Man- 
Then’s  Something  About  Mary  7:30,  10 
GIL  *6340182  ANTZ  5.  7:30,  10  •  The 
Thiman  Show  10  ■  Small  Soldiers  5, 730  • 
The  Negotiator  4:30, 7:15, 10 


LEV  *6343555  There's  Something  About 
Mary  7:30,  10  •  ANTZ  7:30, 10  •  Holy  Man 
730  •  Ever  After  7:30, 10  •  Snake  Eyes 

Wed.  10 
HERZUYA 

COLONY  *6902666  Next  Stop 
Wonderland  6,  8,  10  ■  Life  Is  Beautiful 
530, 730, 10  DANIEL  *  9544044  Girls 
Evening  5,  730,  930  STAR  *  9589068 
ANTZ 7:30, 10  'There's  Something  About 
Ma nr  730, 10  •  Studio  54  730,  10  HOD 
HASHARON 

GIL  *  7408581  There's  Something  About 
Mary  5, 730. 10  -  Small  Sofdtera  5, 730  • 
The  Negotiators  4.-30,  7:15,  10  ■  Sliding 
Doors  10  •  Snake  Eyes  10 


HOLON 

GLOBUS  Ronin  5,  7:30,  10  •  There’s 
Something  About  Mary  5.  7:30, 10  •  ANTZ 
5,  730,  10  *The  Truman  Show  10  •  Ever 
After  5. 7:30  •  Uto  Is  Beautiful  F5, 7:30. 10 

•  The  Negotiator  4:30,  7:15,  10  • 
Grease»Paulie  (Hebrew  Oalogue)  1130 
a.m..  2  STAR  There’s  Something 
About  Mary-Ever  After  7:30,  10  •  Tango 
730.  10  •  Studio  54  730,  10 

KAhMIFI 

CINEMA*9B82521  Holy  ManoThera’s 
SomelhliM  About  Mary  7.  930  • 

KFAR  SAVA 

G.G.  GIL  *7677370  Roumtere  5,  730,  10 

•  Ronin  5,  730,  10  -  ANTZ  5.  730,  10  • 
Small  Sofdiere  5,  730  •  The  Negotiator 
4:30, 7:15, 10  ■  Sliding  Doom  7, 1 0  •  There's 
Something  About  Maty  5, 730, 10  ■  Studio 
5410 

KIRYAT  BIALIK 

G.G.  GIL  *8779877  Ronln  7,  9:30  - 
ANTZooKnOCk  Off  7,  930  •  The 

NegotiatoiwSUdliig  Doom  7,  9:30  •  Saving 
Private  Ryan  7,  930  «  Hafioween:  HOT  7. 
930  ■The Thiman  Show  7, 9:30 
KIRYAT  SHMONA 

G.G.  GIL  *6905080  There's  Something 
About  Mary  430, 7, 930  •  Holy  Man  4:30, 7. 
9:30  •  The  Big  Lebowski  930  -  Ever  After 
430,7 
NAHARIYA 

G.G.  GIL  RonilVoANTZ  5,  730,  10  • 
There's  Something  About  Mary  5,  730. 10 

•  Ever  After  5,  7:30*  The  Truman  Show  10  • 
The  Negotiator  430. 7:15, 10 
UPPERNAZARETH 

G.G  GIL  *6561332  Ever  After  430.  7  • 
Saving  Private  Ryan  930  •  Wrongfully 
AeeusedooParent  Trap  11:30  a.m_  ■  Holy 
Man~flonbi  4:30,  7,  9:30  •  The  Big 
LabowskJoaTheThjroan  Show  430, 7. 930  • 
There’s  Something  About  Mary  4:30,  7, 
9:30  -Tha  Negotiator  4:15, 7. 10 
NESS  ZJONA 

G.G.  GIL  1-4  *  9404729 

Ronlrv-3 Washington  Square  5,  730,  ID  ■ 
ANTZ  5, 730, 10  -The  Negotiator  430. 7:15, 
10  •  Pauffio^Mulan  (Hebrew  (Saiogue)  1130 
ajg. 

NETANYA 

G.G.  GIL  1-5  «  0628452  Ronln  5,  7:30, 

10  •  ANTZ  5,  730,  10  •  Small  Soldiers  5, 
730  -The  Negotiator  430,  7:15.  10 ‘The 
Thunan  Show  10  «  Stkfrig  Doors  5, 730, 10 
RAV  CHEN  »  8618570  Rounders  5,  7:15, 
9:45  •  Life  Is  Beautiful  5, 7:30, 9:45  •  Studio 
54  730,  9:45  •  There's  Something  About 
Mary  5,730,  9:45  •  Holy  Ma)  5 
OR  AiOVA 

RAV  CHEN  *  6262758  Holy  Man  7:15, 
930  *  There’s  Something  About  Mary  7, 
930  •  Sliding  Doors  7:15.  0:30 
ORYEHUlSk  G.G.  GIL  1-4  *  5333292 
Palestine  Ctreufr»The  Big  Labowskk®  The 
Thanst  Show  5,  730.  TO  •  Saving  Private 
Ryan  6, 930 
PcTAHTTKVA 

G.G.  GIL  1-6  »  9087989  ANTZ  5.  730, 10 
•  Holy  Han  5,  730  •  The  Truman  Show  5, 
730,  10  •  Studio  54  10  •  The  Negotiator 
4:30, 7:15, 10  •  Small  SoIdJars  5, 7:15  •  Ever 
Alter  7:30,  10  *  Saving  Private  Ryan  9:30 
G.G.  HECHAL  «  9317374  Ronin-There's 
Something  About  Mary  5, 730,  IQ- Sliding 
Doors  5. 730, 10 
RA’ANANA 

Cfff  MOFET  «  7482915  As  Good  As  I 
Gats 830 PARK  *7711321  Ronin 5. 730, 
10:15  'Thera's  Something  About  Mary  S, 
730,  10:15  •  Wrongtotty  AccifMd«Dr. 
DoQttte  1030  flJTL,  I  •  Ufa  b  Beautiful  5, 
7:30,  10:15  •  StucBo  54  10:15  ■  Small 
SoMters  5,  730  •  Saving  Private  Ryan  6, 
930  RA'ANAN  Rounden»The  Negotiator 

5,  730. 10:15  *  ANTZ  5,  7:30, 10:15  •  Ever 
After  5, 730  •  Sflrfing  Doors  5, 730, 10:15  • 
TheTnman  Show  10:15  •  Holy  Han  5, 730 
RAMATGAN 

RAV-GAN  1-4  *  8197121  ANTZ  5,  7:30, 
9:45  ■  There’s  Somathlng  About  Mary  5. 


730, 9:45 'Studio  54~Ufe  to  Beautiful  730. 
9:45  •  Small  Soidterso-Evar  After  5  •  The 
Uttte  Uernnld  /Hebrew  dtetogue)  Sun-week- 
days  1,  3  RAIhOASIS  1-3  *6730687 

Ronln  5, 7:15, 9:45  'The  Negotiator  4:15,  7, 
9:45  •  Holy  Man  9:45  •  Tha  Uttte  Mermaid 
(Hebrew  dialogue)  5 
RAMAT  HASHARON 
KOKHAV  *  5491979  Sfidtag  Doom  6.  B.  10 
•The  Little  Mermaid  (Hebrew  Oalogue)  4:45 

rMT5 

CHEN  *  9362868  Glris  Nlglit  7:15,  9:45  • 
Next  Stop  WOndariand  730  •  Clam  Dolan 
9:45  'The  Big  Lebowsid  7:15. 9:45  ■  SBding 
Dows  730. 9:45  RAV  HOR  »  9483595 
Roundara  5,  7-.T5,  9:45  •  ANTZ  5.  730,  9:45 
-  The  Negotiator  4:15.  7,  9:45  •  Studio 
54HJfe  te  Beautiful  5, 730,  9:45  •  There’S 
Something  About  Maty  5. 730, 945 

RISHONIEZION 

GIL  1-3  »  9500785  Ronln  5,  7:30,  10  • 

Small  Soldiers  5,  730  •  Sliding  Doors  5, 
730, 10  -The  Thiman  Show  10  HAZAHAV  * 
9514968  Ronln  5,  730,  10  -  Small  SokSets 
11:30  am..  2, 5, 7:30, 10  -  ANTZ  1130  a.m., 
2, 5. 7:30, 10  'The  Negotiator  430, 7:15. 10 
•  Sliding  Doors  5, 7:30. 10  RAV  CHEN* 
9670504  Rounders  5,  7:15,  9:45  '  There’s 
Something  About  Mary  5, 730.  9:45  •  Holy 
Man  5.  9:45  •  Ever  After  730  •  Ufe  te 
Beautiful  5,  730.  9:45  STAR  *  9619985 
There’s  Something  About  Uary»Ev«  After 
7:30, 10'Thngo  730. 10  •  Studio  54  730. 10 
SHOHAM 

STAR  *  9793834  Dr.  Dolittfa  7:15,  9:45  • 
The  Thiman  Show  9:45  •  Halloween  H30 
9:45  •  Paufe-PtePl  Longstoddng  (Hebrew 
dialogue)  7:15 


RAV  CHEN  *5367910  Ever  After  5.  730  ' 
There’s  Something  About  Mary  5,  730, 
9:45  •  LHe  te  Beautiful  5, 730, 9:45  •  Studio 
54  5, 730. 9:45  •  Snake  Eyes  9:45 
AH  times  are  p.m.  unless  otherwise  indi¬ 
cated.  Telephone  reservations  (credit 
card)  can  be  made  tor  Golan  Globus  (G.G.) 
cinemas  at  1-700-50-50-50 
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Marino  takes  Dolphins  to 


England 
teach  new 
depths 
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:  Sports  Editors .  '  _ 
joe  Hoffman  &  On  Lewis 


Clemens 
stays  with 
Blue  Jays 


SPRING.  Texas  (AP)  -  Roger 
Clemens  withdrew  his  trade 
demand  yesterday,  saying  he  was 
prepared  to  report  to  spring  train¬ 
ing  with  the  Toronto  Blue  Jays  in 
February. 

Clemens,  the  only  five-time  Cy 
Young  Award  winner,  had  told 


Hampton  signs  with 
Toronto,  Page  18 


■  MIAMI 
(Reuters)  - 
Dan  Marino 
reverted  to 
his  1985  form 
by  throwing 
four  touch¬ 
down  passes 
to  lead  the 
Miami 
Dolphins  into  the  playoffs  with  a 
31-21  victory  over  the  suddenly 
vulnerable  Denver  Broncos  on 
Monday. 

The  win  moved  Miami  to  10-5 
and  allowed  them  to  clinch  the 
last  AFC  playoff  berth.  The  win 
eliminated  the  Tennessee  Oilers, 
who  lost  30-22  to  the  Green  Bay 
Packers  on  Sunday. 

Marino  flashed  the  brilliance 
that  has  etched  his  name  atop 
nearly  every  quarterbacking 
record.  He  threw  four  touch¬ 
downs  in  a  game  for  an  NFL- 
record  2 1st  rime  and  found  Lamar 
Thomas  for  three  of  those  scores. 

Marino  completed  23-of-38 
passes  for  355  yards.  It  was  his 
second  straight  300-yard  game 
and  the  59th  of  bis  career  -  also 
an  NFL  record.  The  TDs  were  his 
most  since  November  27th,  1994, 
when  he  threw  four  scoring  pass¬ 
es  to  Mark  Ingram. 

Coach  Jimmy  Johnson,  who 
directed  the  Dolphins  to  their  sec¬ 
ond  straight  playoff  berth,  guided 
the  team  just  24  hours  after  the 
death  of  his  mother. 

"My  young  men  made  this  right 
for  me.  I  came  late  to  the  park, 
but  I  tried  to  leave  my  mother  out 
of  it.  Working  the  game  was  the 
best  thing  for  me  and  the  team." 


the  Blue  Jays  on  December  2  to 
trade  him  to  a  team  closer  to 
home  or  to  a  contender,  citing  an 
agreement  he  made  with  then- 
team  president  Paul  Beeston  in 
December  1996. 


Denver  3  10  0  8-21 

Miami  0  7  1410-31 

firm  Quarter  Den — FG  Elam  52.  551.  Second 
Quarter  Den — R. Smith  tumble  recovery  in  end 
zona  (Elam  lack),  756.  Mte— (-Thomas  9  pass 
from  Marne  (Mare  tt*).  54.  Den — FG  Elam  44. 
0:00.  Third  Ouarter  Mto— LThomas  56  peso  from 
Marino  (Mare  kick),  1026.  Ma— LThomas  17 
pees  from  Marino  (Mara  kick),  5:53.  Fourth 
Ouarter  Mb— Gadsden  8  pass  from  Markio 

Eidcfc).  8:15.  Den— Hebron  95  Mctotf  rattan 
rit ray  pass  tram  Blister).  757.  Mia— FG 
42, 1:10.  A— 74583. 


Scharf:  Yugoslav 
friendly  good  practice 
for  Cyprus  match 


By  0FER  R0NEN-ABELS 


Israel  face  tough  opposition  this 
afternoon  as  they  host  Yugoslavia 
for  a  friendly  match  at  Ramat 
Gan’s  national  stadium  as  they 
continue  preparations  for  the  2000 
European  championship  (kickoff 
at  17:50;  live  on  Channel  2). 

Yugoslavia,  whose  campaign 
was  delayed  by  the  political  situa¬ 
tion  in  Kosovo,  have  three  points 
from  their  single  game  after  bat¬ 
tling  hard  to  a  1-0  victoiy  over  the 
Republic  of  Ireland  in  Belgrade 
where  they  played  their  opening 
European  championship  qualify¬ 
ing  match  last  month. 

The  Yugoslavs  will  be  without 
several  key  players  who  decided  to 
drop  out  of  the  trip  to  Israel,  such 
as  Real  Madrid's  striker  Predrag 
Mijatovic,  who  is  the  scorer  of 
their  only  goal  of  the  campaign. 

But  Real  Sociedad's  Darko 
Kovacevic.  who  scored  two  goals 
on  Sunday  to  beat  Ffaim  Revivo’s 
Celta  Vigo  2-0  in  the  Spanish 
league,  is  here,  as  is  Charlton 
Athletic's  keeper  Sasa  Ilic.  Ilic 
will  give  cover  to  Porto's  Ivaca 
Kralj.  Yugoslavia's  first  choice 
keeper. 

Savo  Milosevic,  who  played  at 
Villa  Park  before  moving  to 
Spanish  side  Saragossa,  looks  cer¬ 
tain  to  play  alongside  AC  Milan's 
Dejan  Savicevic  and  Lazio's 
Dejan  Stankovie  in  what  looks 
like  a  terrifying  trio  for  the  Israeli 
defenders. 

Milosevic  told  reporters  yester¬ 
day  that  he  has  played  against 
West  Ham's  Eyal  Berkovic  in  the 
Premeirship  and  also  knows  ail 
about  Revive  from  their  Spanish 
encounters,  so  he  is  aware  of  the 
Israelis’  capabilities. 

Yugoslav  coach  Milan 
Zivadinovic  said  both  teams  play  a 
similar  type  of  game,  adding  that 
it  should  be  a  very  good  friendly. 

Coach  Shlomo  Scharf  shared 
that  opinion. 

"Fans  should  fill  up  the  stadium 
just  like  they  do  in  England, 
Germany  and  Holland  for  friendly 
games,  as  today  they  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  watch  some  of  the 
best  footballers  in  Europe”  he  told 


The  Jerusalem  Post. 

Scharf  will  use  this  friendly  as 
preparation  for  Israel's  qualifier 
against  Cyprus  on  March  27th.  He 
noted  than  "Two  of  the  Cypriots’ 
best  players.  (Milenko  Spoljaric 
and  Sinica  Gogic)  are  former 
Yugoslavs  so  it  should  be  a  good 
test.” 

Israel  have  an  almost  full 
strength  squad,  although  Bresica’s 
Tal  Banin  and  Avi  Nimni  will  be 
missing,  the  former  due  to  injury, 
the  latter  to  flu.  Hapoel  Haifa’s 
Oreo  Zeituni  and  Maccabi  Haifa’s 
Yossi  Benayoun  will  fill  in  for 
them. 

Maccabi  Haifa's  Nir  Davidovic 
looks  certain  to  retain  the  No.  I 
jersey  while  team-mate  Arik 
Benado  looks  like  losing  bis  place 
in  the  starting  line-up  to  Berar 
Jerusalem’s  Amir  Shelah.  Hapoel 
Haifa's  skipper  Ran  Ben-Shimon 
will  keep  his  place  at  the  center  of 
the  Israeli  defense  while  Najuan 
Grayev  and  AJon  Harazi  complete 
the  back  four  as  the  two  rivals 
from  Haifa  occupy  the  full-back 
positions. 

Becar’s  striker  Nir  Sivilia,  whose 
impressive  league  form  earned 
him  a  call-up  to  the  National  side, 
might  come  on  as  a  substitute  as 
well  as  Grasshoppers  Zurich's  Avi 
Tikva  who  earned  good  reviews  in 
Switzerland. 

Berkovic  and  Revivo  also  arrived 
and  are  certain  to  attract  the  most 
attention,  even  though  Borssaspor's 
Roncn  Harazi  will  probably  take 
the  place  of  Haifa’s  Alon  Mizrahi 
upfront.  Hapoel  Petah  Ti  kva’s 
Wallid  Badier  and  Betar's  Yossi 
Abuksis  will  fight  for  1 1th  place  up 
the  center  of  midfield. 

In  other  news.  Mizrahi  has 
attracted  the  interest  of  French 
Second  Division  side  Nice. 

Maccabi  Haifa’s  president 
Yaacov  Shahar  yesterday  received 
a  fax  from  the  French  club  saying 
that  they  want  the  services  of  the 
Israeli  marksman  immediately. 
Shahar  responded  by  saying  that 
he  has  no  intention  of  giving  up 
his  prized  asset.  Such  a  move, 
Shahar  believes,  would  jeopardize 
Haifa’s  European  and  domestic 
aspirations. 


Leeds’  Molenaar 


out  for  season 


LEEDS  (AP)  -  Leeds  United’s 
Dutch  defender  Robert  Molenaar 
will  be  out  of  action  for  die  rest  of 
the  season  after  suffering  a  serious 
knee  injury  against  Arsenal  on 
Sunday. 

Molenaar  suffered  damage  to  his 
cruciate  knee  ligaments  when  he 
was  tackled  by  Arsenal  striker 
Nicolas  Anelka  during  Leeds'  3-1 
loss  at  Highbuiy. 

A  scan  yesterday  revealed  the 


extent  of  the  damage  and  Leeds 
expects  Molenaar  to  be  out  of 
action  for  at  least  eight  months. 

The  Dutch  star  is  the  second 
Leeds  defender  to  be  put  out  of 
action  with  the  same  injury. 

Austrian  international  Martin 
Hiden  twisted  his  knee  at  Old 
Trafford  in  Leeds  3-2  loss  to 
Manchester  United  three  weeks 
ago  and  will  be  out  for  several 
months. 


AMERICAN  CONFERENCE 


W  L  T  Pct..PF  fk 
v-NYtas  II  40  -733  MS  -256. 

:S  10  5  ;  *-® 

z-Nnv  Enridwl  9  6  0  -600  327  298 

bS*  9  6  0  iOO  355.  MO 

Mu**  3  12  0  2W  291  417. 

y-bcksonvflle  10  5  0  -Ml  371  335 

8  7  0  -533  314  294 


Tennessee 

Pittsburgh 

Bahiraon 

QndnioQ 

West 

y- Denver 

Oakland 

Seattle 

Kansas  City 

San  Diego 


7  8  0  .467 . 260.  282 

5  10  0  J33  250  325 

3  12  0  200  268  4(7 


13  2  0  -B57  473  288 

8  7  0  533  264  325 

8  7  0  -S33  351  282  . 

6  9  0  .400  296  339  } 

5  10  0  333  228  326  t 


hah  a1 


national  conference 


y-Dalhs 

Arizona 

H.Y.  Giants 

Washington 

Philadelphia 

Central 

y-flinnesota 

x-Grwn  Bay 

Tampa  Bay 

Detroit 

Chicago 

West 

y-Azfaflta 


W  L  T  Pet  Pf  PA 

9  6  0  .600  358  268 

8  7  0  533  309  365 

7  8  0  .467  267  299 

6  9  0  .400  312  398 

3  12  0  200  IS!  324 


0  .933  530  280 


10  5  0  .667  392  306 


7  B  0  .467  279  295 

S  10  0  333  296  359 

4  II  0  267  263  352 


yJrfairta  13  2  0  -867  404  273 

x-San  Frandico  II  4  0  J33  441  309 

Hew  Orleans  6  9  0  .400  272  314 

St.  Louis  4  II  0  267  266  340 

Carolina  3  12  0  200  309  39* 


WRAPPED  UP  -  Denver  Broncos'  tight-end  Shannon  Sharpe  is  grabbed  by  Miami  Dolphins’  linebacker  Zach  Thomas. 


Carolina  J  it  u  zuv  ju7  jt-j 
x-diodied  playoff  berth  y-dradred  dmioji  ritfjf 


Just  two  weeks  ago,  this  Giants  assured  the  1972  Miami 


appeared  to  be  the  game  of  the  Dolphins  would  remain  the  NFL's 
year  as  Denver  opened  the  season  lone  uubearen  team  by  upending 


Elway,  who  joined  Marino  as  one  half,  he  was  just  6-of-20  for  61 
of  six’ "quarterbacks  taken  in  the  yards. 


with  13  straight  victories. 

But  last  week,  the  New  York 


the  Broncos. 

Denver  quarterback  John 


first  round  of  the  1983  draft,  was 
just  13-of-36  for  151  yards  and 


"It  wasn’t  about  Dan  Marino 
versus  John  Elway,”  Marino  said. 


two  interceptions.  In  the  second  "We  had  to  win  tonight  to  make 


the  playoffs.  Thomas  was  terrific. 
Two  of  his  three  TD  catches  were 
great  athleticism.  I  felt  good  all 
night.  We  had  no  running  at  all  so 
I  had  to  be  good.” 
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DON'T  LET  THE  REVOLUTION  START  WITHOUT  YOU  1  P\  fl 


Golden  Lines  is  leading  the  telecommunications  revolution  in  Israel. 
What's  in  it  for  you?  Quick,  clear  connections  to  more  destinations 
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worldwide  at  the  most  attractive  rates. 

Whatever  you  need  -  easy  access  to  the  ones  you  love  or  sophisticated 


business  services  -  all  you  have  to  remember  is  Oil 
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For  exaiple: 

0 1  £ 


V:  - 
v  .. 


|  HE 


oi  .  i  »  » 


r“si:c 


v-  ■  v 


Golden  Lines  h  Country  Code  h  Local  Ares  b  Local  Nuatier 

Intematiffal  Prefix  Code 
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For  additional  information  call  toll-free:  :  -300-01 2-01! 


LEADING  THE  TELECOfflUNICATIONS  REVOLUTION  IN  ISRAEL 
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